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' I ^ H E F^rehch revolution, to moft per- 

-■- fons, appears to be an objed not Icfs 

interefting for its fingularity^ than for its 

magnitude. - To contemplate twenty^five 

millions of people, ftarting fuddenly from 

their chains, animated as it were by one 

Ibul, may indeed excite admiration; but 

with clofet refe&rch, arid more extenfive 

•Speculation on the affairs of France, it will 

be found, that the prefent revolution, is ^ 

not, as is generally imagined, fb unex- 

pe6led or fudden. This Liberty, on the 

contrary, is the accumulation of much 

Cftil and much time. It has not burfl: into 

^ftantaneous exiftence, but has formed the 
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PREFACE. 

lecret meditation of the French philofbphcrs 
and politicians. It has been produced, to em- 
ploy an cxpreffion of our Englifli Horace, by 

** The patient touches of unwearied Art," 

Pope. 

There was certainly a great neceflity for a 
Revolution* 

For many years, the French government 
had imagined, that it might with impunity 
Multiply the privileges of an order, already 
by far, too much privileged; and it never 
iiifpefted, that the vilified viftims on whom 
it dared to tready would on their fide dare t^ 
revolt. The nobility balked in the continued 
funfhine of court favour ; and the Thiers Etat 
were contemptuoufly thrown into an ignomi* 
nious obfcurity. The military department yet 
rcxnained open to the emulation and hope of 
the citizen ; but an order was latterly ifllued 
that required a proof of nobility from thoftf 
perfons whofe merits, and whofe valour aipired 
to a difl:inguiflied rank.^-^Agam, whenever a 
I mau 



**^*^ ^ rf' noble defce at, devoted Junifcif to agri- 
cultunll ptirfuit% his eftates, (as if they were 
ennobled by the hand that cultivated them) o^^, 
were exempted from the taxes which were 
levied on Commoners; while, (what is ftUl 
more difficult to credit) the deficiency in the 
taxes^ paid to the^yeriunentj arifing from 
this odious privilege^ was made tip by an 
additional levy on his unfortunate neighbours^ 
who thus dearly paid for the honour of hav- 
ing a perfoh of noble extraftion in their neigh- 
bourhood* It was not, thereforei fufBcient 
to be infiilted by the prhilege of this noble i 
but the people were compelled even to /i^ / 
for the honour of being infultedl 

Such oppreffions (»mong a variety of 
others) were loo obvious, ndt to have been 
hourly felt by the people at larger But their 
flavory was hereditary ; and the execration 
that was concealed in their hearts, did not 
venture to ifTue from their lips. They 
groaned and laboured* 

A 4 A ttft« 



PREFAC E. 

A nation may, perhaps, be fo habituated 
to the vileft flavery, that it fhall be incapable 
of enjoying liberty. There was an ancient 
people, who, when they were offered free- 
dom by the Romans, preferred their ignoble 
fervitude. The genius of every nation is 
not fufficiently firm to fiipport the weight of 
freedom; and it is not improbable, that the 
abjeft Frenchmen we now defcribe, would 
have eternally* worn their manacles without 
a blufh. 

But of what the many can have no con- 
, . ccption the few realife. Men exift, per- 
* "^ "naps, in all ages, who are born to form new 
if ^K^5 lyftems, ajnd corded the old. Never did 
fiich a galaxy of fublime minds appear toge- 
ther, as in the laft half century, in France. 
Every ftar darted its influence; but thefe 
were among thefe, feveral planets of k mar- 
vellous magnitude. 

hi ages, unfavourable to philofophy, the 
elevated mind was often a folitary {pecu- 
lator; his labours were then the abortions of 

debility 
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PREFACE. 

debility and terror; and he was often more 
known by his fufFerings, than his fuccefs. 
The cavferns and the flakes; of the Inquifi- 
tion; the Faftille and the Star chamber of 
government; fliortened his periods, or his 
life. 

Within the prefent century a great Revo- 
lution was efFefted in the human mind. Phi- 
lofophers ceafed to be ifolated. It is but of 
late that the people have been taught to read^ 
and ftill later, that they have learned to . 
think. 

It muft not be diflembled, however, that 
among the croud of philofbphers, many art- 
ful and defigning men, infinuated them- 
felves ; and in profeffing the amiable fenti- 
ments of philanthropy; the moft fervid indig- 
nation againft defpotifm; the livelieft horror 
of fuperftition; they only covered* with a 
beautiful malk, a deformity too repuliive to 
b^ feen openly. Thefe enemies of their 
fellow men j have but one view ; to gratify, 

licentious 
3 



P RE F AC It 

licetitioits appetites, and to fet a cky in flame^i 
that tbey may get (bcnething in the pillage. 

This libertinifiii of mind, we all know, has 
been fatally difplayed by a fanguinary faction 
in the French Convention ; while fuch men 
cxift, no nation can enjoy freedom; for like 
2^ certaii||*nalady, (which is fortunately rare) 
the people will produce its own vermin, 
which will prey on it, till it expires by the 
creatures of its own creation. 

Thcfe men are, in fadl, more accompliflicd 
time-fervers, than the moft debauched cour- 
tiers. Their libertinifm of mind, is pliant; 
for the corruption of.the heart is favourable 
to take any impreffion its owner wills. 
Nothing fo elevated which they will not 
grafp ; nothing fo low which they will not 
. folicit; they crawl like, a ferpent full of 
wiles and poifon; they fly like a vulture full 

of audacity and deflruftion.* 

We 

* Do CIos has thus admirably abfcrvcd on this pemi- 
cjous.fefl:, «* I cannot help blaming thofe writers, who, 

under 
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Wc claim pardon for dwelling fo long, 
in charaftcrifiug thefe fpuribus philofbpher&i 
becaufe it has become falhionable to con- 
found fuch with thofc virtuous and fubUme 
minds, who are to be diftinguifhed from 
thefe men, not indeed by their pro£eiIioaS| 
but by the purity of their morals. 

It was the genuine philofophers, who gra* 
dually enlightened the people, by their rea- 
fonings, and animated them by their elo- 
quence. To oppcfe POWER when it became 
TYRANNY, hut to Jiipfort it, when it was 

JUSTICE. 

under the pretence, or, really deflrous of attacking foper^ 
ftition, which would be a laudable and ufeful motive, if 
they limitted themfelves by the duties of a philofophical 
titizen^ fap the foundations of morality y and ftrike at the 
honds qffociety ; the more ma<Sy, that it would be dangerous 
for them to make profelytes. The fatal efFccls they pro- 
^ duce.on their readers, is to make bad citizens and dreadful 
\ criminals in youth, and unhappy men in an advanced age ; 
for there are few who then enjoy the melancholy advan- 
tage, to be fufficicntly perverted, fo as to remain tran- 
quil."^— —Confidcration fur les Moeurs, p.- 34. 

- The 



l^REFACE: 

The prcfent work refults from a defirc o/ 
becoming more intimately acquainted with 
the caufe of the revolution. For this pur- 
pofe the authors of this Work united in theii* 
tefearches, a;id gave iiito an excentric courfd 
of readiiig, which afforded them mdtefials, 
which ^ they prefume, ire vely httle knowA 
to the public. To be familiarifed with the 
leading charafters of the French nation, and 
with the nation itfelfy they confidered, was 
only to be effe6ted by an examination of thdfe 
multifarious memoirs of the day, with which 
-the French abound. They were, perhaps, 
in one refpeft, not totally inadequate to the 
talk they affigned to themfelves; for they 
were acquainted with the greater part of the 
anecdotes they now bring forward, and have 
fometimesevencorrefted the notices they col- 
lected, and added fbme original information. 
They have fpared no labour of refearch. 
The Memoires of Bachaumont, in 33 vols* 
^The Lettres Hiftoriques Politiques and 

Critiques, 






PREFACE, 

Cfitiqiies, in thirteen vols.— The Private ' 
Life of Louis XV. in four vols. — The Efpio^ 
Anglpis, in ten vols.-r-and ^ qroud of books, 
journals, and pamphlets, have chiefly fup- 
plied them with rnaterials, ^^ ^ > -^ f 

To offer to the public^ the anecdotes of thej^^ ^^^ ^ 
thirty laji yearsj which have preceded th^. ^; 
French Revolution, is really developing to ^ 
their eye, the caufes which have led to this 
epocha, too memorable in tlje annals of the 
world. Thefe amufing (ketches ma^, pefr 
haps, even excite the curiofity of the mpft 
indifferent, and intereft the attention of thip 
thinking reader. 

It i$ true, that whep at . fome diftant day, 
the pencil of hiftory (hall difplay in glowing, 
yet faithful colours, the names of the firft 
leaders who conduded the Revolution; th^ 
motives which animated them: the means 
they employed to enfure fuccefs ; the charac- 
ters of the perfons who affifted them; the 
good they might have operated, and th? 

evils 
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evils of every kind they have produced; 
Pofterity will clofe with horror and indigna- 
tion this part of the hiftory of man, and will 
be tempted, more than once, to tear thefe 
pages from the volume. But, as Time has 
not yet drawn away th? thick veil which 
conceals from us the dark and infidious 
means, which have prepared this revolution ; 
as we are too near, or too much interefted 
in the events, to judge them without fpmc 
partiaKty ; as (to confefs the truth) we have 
not the pen arid genius of a Tacitus, tD 
trace them' with a firm and Ikilful hand, we 
are far — very far, from imdertaking fb dif- 
ficult a labour. We do not offer the public 
a bijlory^y we only fblicit attention by fom^ 
light memoires. 

We hope not to be cenfured, for what 
we have not undertaken. Having long 
meditated on the French Revolution, we 
have been led by our leifure and ii^clina- 
tion, to difcoyer,' as well as we could, its 

caufes i 
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caufes; we, therefore, had recouHe to thofe 
iburces which afforded us intelhgence of 
various kinds; and we collefted in one whole 
the fafts which co\»ld furnilh objeifts for re- 
lleiSUon, and often enable us to pronounce 
with fbme certainty on fo important an ob- 
jc£l. A pbrtion of tbeffe fai^s we now offer 
to the public. They eertainly will feel 
thofe emotions of indigAation, which we top 
often have experienced; and they will gc- 
neroufly beftow a lympathetic figh on the 
unhappy French, who with a genius more 
brilliant than folid; a government devoid of 
energy; a nobility without moderation; men 
of letters without principles, or to exprei^ 
ourfclves more corredlly, with principles 
dcftru^ive of the focial order; havfc them- 
felves led to the ruin of their kingdom; and 
have made it bleed through all its veins. 

We have fometimes admitted anecdote* 
of a private nature, but have, when it was 
thought neceffary, (pared the names of the 

perfons. 



PREFACE. 

perfcuis. Thefe little flowers have been in- 
termingled to relieve the aridity of our pur- 
fiiits ; and we know well that if we do not^ 
in^^u^y we may be pardoned ; but that not 
tp amu/e in an age like the prefcnt, would, 
indeed, be unpardonahl?. However difagree- 
qble may be the f;^ds we relate, we con- 
fider them as of no little utility. To fhew 
to our fellow citizens, Viqe under all its ver- 
fatiJity gf appearance, is to fliew th^ni its 
defprwiitiesj ^nd to unfold thpf? of a great 
nation,^ is to (hew our Countrymen what 
«r/ tbe diforders that lead> to a Rfvolution ; 
J^nd to remind them ftilJ further, that a too 
SUDDEN Revolution may be more ter- 
rible THAN THE disorders IT WOULD 
J^ECTIFV, 
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PHILOSOPHERS. 

'Tp.HE Revolution in France has beea 
efFedled by that intrepid ipirit of Philo- 
fbphy which ventured, even in the grafp of 
defpotiini, to elevate it's voice* A virtuous in- 
dignation inspired the firft propagators of that 
{y ftem of rational equality, which has been fb 
fatally perverted. Several of thefe great men 
have fallen vi£iim$ in. their attchpipts to 
liberate their fellow citizens; for they had no 
party and were truly difinterefted. Oppref* 
fion could not exift with a more terrible force 
than it 6id in France in the reigns of Louis 
XIV. d«i^,his fucceffon The Philpfophy, 

B , howijver. 



9 PHILOSOPHERS, 

however, which fecmcd at firft to have only 
aimed at the happiiiefs of its fellow citizens, 
(and it confideitd the Univerfe as one City) 
loft in its gradual progrefs fomething of its 
purity. The declaimers againft politicians, 
became themfelves politicians; and the 
avowed adverlaries of oppreflion, became 
themfelves oppreflbrs* The fblitary and 
virtuous fpecXilator was now fcen caballing 
with adventurous Catalines; and it was no 
more a difinterefted virtue that he purlued, 
b^ut a defigning party which he afiifted. 
The Thehiftory of the French philofbphers,1vh(r 
lofophcn w'ere divided into SeSfsy may be read in tho 

divided into _ •' 

^^^^ following fketch. It prcfents an accurate 
portrait of them, fuch as is pcrhaps-not very 
diftinftly known in this Country. It is necef* 
l^ry to pbferve, that it* was written {o Tar 
back as the year 1 760. It forms part of the 
Preface tojthe Memoires fecrets pour-fervir 
h fhijioire deia Republique des Lettres. ' 
' The invafion made by Philofophy into thev 
V - ^ : ' republic 
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jrdpu1j)lic of letters in France^ forms.an^pocha^ 
rendered memorable by the RsyoLVTid^ U 
produced in the tninds of the people, ^Ul the 
'wdrld is now acquainted with it3 confe^v^osf 
and its effe&s. The authors of the Eerfi^u 
Letters^ and PbilafopbicalLetiers had fc^tterp4 
thefeeds; but three kinds offFriters have abovf 
all others contributed to the maturing of them* 
Firft the Encyclopedists, \a perfe^Uoningg^^^^p^ 
Metaphyfics; by embellifhing thefe abftrait 
ipeculations by a lucid pitier) they employed 
the moft proper^ineans, to^diflipate the clouds 
which Theology had hung over them5 and 
thus annihilated' Fanatifm aiid Superi^i* 

To thefe fucceeded the Economists 5 who^^^^« .^ 
pluefly dircfting their ftu4^es \o morals and 
practical politics^ fbi^ght to ;^en4er the pj^ople 
happier, by more clo^ly uniting the bonds pf 
focicty, by a recipx;ocal coran^unipation^.of 
good offices^ and of interchanges and. rights 
better iincbrftopd, and in teaching xsaxi to 

B 2 apply 



4 t^HttOSOPHikl 

apply himfelf to the ihidy of nature, the 
taothcr of laftiiig enjoyments., 
PatJkJi ^^ length, times of trouble and opprefEon, 
fengcnd^rcd the Patriots, who alcending 
to the {burce of the Laws, and (^onftitution 
6f Oovtrnments have fhewn the reciprocal 
obligations- of (ubjcdls and fovereigns; have 
dived into the depths of hiftory and its 
monuments, and etjernally fixed the great 
principles of adminiftration. 

This croud of Philofbphers, who placed 
themfelves at the head of the various depart- 
' ments of literature, chiefly appeared after 
the extin&ion of the Jefuits;^ the real 
moment from which the fre/ent Revofution 
takes its original date. 
SLemarM^e We obfervc here the remarkable expref- 

«KprdfioB ... 

t^y°y^ lion, of the prefent Revolution; and thefe 

*^' words were written thirty years ago. But for 

^ this notice the reader might have imagined 

that they had been the words of the EngKJh 

• Writer. This little fad is Efficient to fhew 

• that 
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titat clear and cgmprehenfive xxunds were^ fb 
far back as the period in queftioi)^ perittaded 
that a ^reat Revehom hud taken place. 1% 
had not indeed excited mohi t>ut it was 
hourly gaining ground iti ths mmis of th« 
people. 

The portraits of the French Philolbpher$ 
are further Iketched, by the hand of a political 
Limner, with fingular energy and Ikill. 

It is of late ( j 768) that there has arifen a 
feft of Philofophers in France, who with un- 
paralleled audacity appear to emplo)^ a re^ charaAw 
gular fyftem, to impart a fatal light tb^ the Pre'^^ 
minds of the people; to fhake all belief and 
to {ubvert religion by gradually fapping its 
foundations. Some who fire the light trpopjs 
of th^ confederacy, point their ibcalm actd 
irony, under iignificant aU^gories^ and ^^ 
genipusfiftions; w^th thefe agreeable coa\-> 
pofitions they cover with an indelible ridictile 
the miniilei^ Qf reUgiqn^ its dogmas, its 

B 3 liA^fg/' 
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liturgy, and even it's morality. Others, mci-^ 

{jrofriund {peculators, in the full armour of 

erudition, and with an invulnerable meta^ 

Ihyfici prcfent theinfelvcs with an uncovered 

face, -and attack it, with open force} and 

exerting againft it the moft formidable iargu-i 

ments, not meeting with athlets worthy to 

Iweftlc with them, they have unhappily re-^ 

tnained viftors in the field of battle. At th6 

prcfent moment as this incredulous race^ 

eonCder their labours to be advancing rapidly; 

as they wait for the gradual aid of time, till 

'their Ught gaining every hour, fhall totalljr 

'diflipate the night of prejudice, ignorance^. 

iand {upcrftitiori, they attack their adverfaries 

in their laft holds; tliey -pretend to prove that 

Politics ftand'in no need of the aid of Religion 

fcr the ^pport and government, of a king- 

*dom^. It is-againft this^aflcrfion, fo ancient 

*and'fo tinriverfal, -and- which the defenders 

-ti^ Chriftianity, 'f6t tKeft' ^nil fergument, 

y^i!d^'^'^^ thefe Philofb^ 

*^ • I '* phers 
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phers unite all their forces, and ;^em pre- 
paring a body of \yorks, which are daily 
making their appearance in France* A 
treatife was publifhed (in 1768) indtled, 
** The Holy Contagion; oj[. The Natural Account of 

*^ a dangerout 

^ Hiftory of Superftition." The refult of ^^^"^""• 
this dangerous work^ is, that fear ^as the 
origin of the different fyftepis of religion; 
that they are all charafterifed by a fuperfti^ 
tious jgielancholy, and (iniAer genius, which 
.<:an only make their feftarifts hypocritical 
and gloomy, and render them cowardly 
citizens; that all religions were defigned to 
<erve the puipofes of delpotifm, and yet tend 
to deftroy it, whenever that deipotifin at- 
tempts to throw off the yoke of priefUy 
iervitude; that their morality is entirely 
foreign and oppofxte to that of nature, which 
alone can eftablifh and maintain fociety. In a 
word, that all religions are in .their effencc, 
'foUe, and intolerant, and that a fbvereigp 
who wo'ald really confult his own happinefs 
^ ., B 4 . and 
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and that of his people, fliould only ftrcngAea 
his throne by ercfting it on the bsfis ci liberty 
and trrttb^ Throughout the whok volume, 
there prevails a republican fpirit; and anti- 
pathy againft the facerdotal power, . Its for(5ft 
of argument and vehemence of ftyle muft 
have attached readers, and perhaps it found 
too many admirers. 

Who can doubt that fuch works hav^ 
made converts to their fatal opinions, firice 
the legiflators of the prefent revolution appear 
to have drawn all their edifts, and their diqjg- 
mas from thefe kinds of political Bibles? Are 
not the adual religious principles of the 
Republic here fully unfolded? Their hatred 
to the ecclefiaftical power, was early dif. 
played. But it did not become thofe who 
have fometimes eloquently tleclaime^ againfl 
perfecution^ themfelves to turn perfecutors. 
If the axe is to fall on men^ becaufe they arc 
priejls^ it is thtfame intoleratiug iigotry whidi 
kindled fires to burn merij becaufe they ^werc 
3 Phihfophers^ 
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PhUofepbers^ If xny fellow citizens periih 
daily before my eyes, alas! it fignifics little 
whether they were prrefts or philofophers; 
Th& ptmer that condemns them, whatever 
name it may ajfume^ is ftiU one and the /am 
mbumanity. 

It will not be improper here to infert an 
account of a congenial publication of the 
fame period; and which will be fufficient to 
difplay the infernal genius of the French 
prelfes. The following work was written 
for the inftruftion of the Ladies ! 

Aft abominable produftion, bears for title, f ^^"^^^^f 
^* Letters to Eugenia; or, a Prefervative ciunaionof 
*' againft Prejudices/* By its motto, 

f* Ar£^is Religionum aiiimos nodis exfolvere pergo.'* 
The audior Intimates his defign to liberate 
men from the tight bonds of religion. A 
wife defign doubtlefs! 

it is not difficult to judge by this firft ring* 
ing of the alarum, what principles it contains. 
It confifts of twelve letters, and is divided 

into 
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into two parts. In the %ft^ is induftrioufly 
repeated whatever has been faid on the four* 
ces of credulity; on the fiecdffity of examining 
religion ; and on the abfurd and even dreadful 
notions entertained of the Deity. The writer 
then examines the Scriptures; the chriftian 
fyftem; dilcuffes its proofs, and fundamental 
dogmas; the immortality of the foul, and 
that of a future ftate; the myfteries, &^ 
craments, ceremonies, prayers, aufterities, 
&c. of Religion. In all thefe topics he col- 
le£l$ the arguments that have been employed 
by the French philofophers. But although by 
his dilations, they lofe fomethjng of theijr 
energy, they are the more dangerous, as they , 
are treated in the moft intelligible manxier, 
and the abftrufeft metaphyfics are hrou^t 
down to the undcrftandings of women. 

The fcQpnd part offers more original ipecur, 
Jations. The author, after havi^g overturned 
the evangelical virtues, and what is called 
chriftian perfe£lion, pretends to prove, that 

the 
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the government ftands ifl fto need of religipii 
to maintain itfelf ; that it is even pernicious 
to it; that it is not advantageous to profeflbrs j 
that human or natural morality is the only 
true, and the only ufeful one, by which fb* 
ciety can exift. He attempts to eftablifh and 
confirm the celebrated aflertion of Bayle, that 
^* A Republican of real chriftians could not 
** liibfift," He clofes, by wifhing for the 
greateft toleration of opinion. He appears to 
have a concealed propenfity for atheifm^ with* 
out, however, declaring himfelf, otherwife 
tlian by attempting to prove, that this fyftem 
is not fo abfurd, and that it ,can not eafily be 
the refiilt of our ignorance. 

The ftyle of this produ61:ion announces a 
man of fuperior rank. It's delicate irony is 
that of one who laughs with thp poliflied po* 
- litcnefs of a courtier. It's erudition is con- 
cealed by all thofe happy turns which pre- 
•Vailed in the'beft converfation. He appears to 
have read the mofl celebrated treatifes on thi« 

fub]e£l. 
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fubjc6l, and to have appropriated their dange- 
rous maxims by bis own familiar ai^d natural 
manner* The work is a bod^ of atheiftical 
do6trine, calculated for the idle, either 
among the illiterate, or the moft fjilhion^ 
^ble. France prpduced courtiers vvhp could ' 
write in this popular and alluring %le; but 
not one, who warmed by an honeft indigna^r 
tion, raifed the pen, to call back to. good fenfb 
and morality, th? w?ak, the ignorant, 
courticn or the- female fex. We continually diA 
fiainft Re- covcr poifou emitted in every fliape, but w? 
rarely find it's antidote, All ranks and both 
fexes were now infenfibly finking into the 
moft terrible depravity of morals. They did 
not fall from a precipice, but the decline wa^ 
gradually fmoothed, and what w^s wprfe, XK 
had flowers fc?ittere4 over it, 



Anec3oCe. 



Atheiftica Such indeed was the itreligion prevalent 
amongft all claffbs, that a friend informs us 
when he called a Bourgfcis^ a Deift, he an- 

fwcred^ 
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fwered, Nm monfieur? Je nefuispas deifteyje 
fuis un anti-dieu! — and we are alfb in- 
formed, that in the library of a tallow- 
chandler (who we fuppofe was alfb an 
anti-dieu) he had induftrioufly amafled a col- 
leftion of fuch dangerous books, to the num* 
ber of 600 publications ! Thus exifted French 
philofbphy anmong the vulgar ! 



»•-», 



The feft of the Economists are thus de- ^iie 
fcribed. They are political philofophers, who 
have written on Agrarian topics, or of the 
interior * adminiftration ; who united to 
form a fyftematic body which is to overturn 
all the received principles in matters of 
government, and to form a new order of 
things. Thdfe gentlemen would firft have 
rivalled the Encyclopedijles^ and raifed altar 
againft altar ; but they mutually approached- 
each other, and many of their adverfaries 
joined them, fo that the two feds appear to 
be confounded into one. 

Quefiiay, 
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ofthcfirft QucCiay,, the ancient phyfician of the 
Marchionefe of Pompadour^ was the Cory- 
pharas of this band; he has written, among 
other works, The Rural Phihfopber. Mira* 
beau, the author of Uami de$ bommes^ and La 
jtbeorie de Fimpotj was the under dire6tor. 
Every Tuefday they dined together, and held 
their conferences at his houfe* They wer^ 
at length joined by the celebrated M* Tuf got, 
a practical philofbpher, and a great attempte?r 
■' of experiments, fays my reporter* Thefe 
modeft fcholars pretend to govern men, ixojn 
.their clofets, by their influence on popular 
opinion, the regent of "th? world* 

'I'h^ir charafter has been given by the w^ 
known Linguet, who, however, wrote it, in 
confequence of an ofFenfi ve criticifm, which 
^ appeared in a Review, formed and dire^fid 
oy the Economifts themfelves. Linguet, to 
an ardent imagination^ unites a fatiric ge-« 
nius; the following. paffage is written in his 
boldeft manner. 

I Aiea 
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A fe6l (he writes) has arifen which prides 
Itfelf abovfe all, in idire£Hng princes, and in 
domineering over the fubfiftance of the peo- 
ple; a feSt which counts for nothing the lives 
of men, and which has dared to eftablilh for 
the baiis of its belief, that the produiStioos of 
the earth can alone be confidered as necciferjr 
in politics; a itStj which- 'has /ever in their 
mouths, the word Economy^ and which &* 
vours^ if not direftly by its principles, at leaft- 
very certainly by its confequences, the rooft 
dreadfnl difEpatiori; a fed the more d^nge* 
rous, becaufe it devotes itfelf to excite fana- 
ticiiin; becaufe it feduces ingenious minds^ 
by the impofing appearance, and grandeur 
of their myfterious fpeculations: in affc<Slii]^ 
a fingular haughtinefs, they adroitly infinuate 
themfelvf 8 into the clofets of the great; 
their adepts attain to opulence, in declaim- 
ing continually on the mifery q£ others. 
They form indeed, a monftrous mixture of 
the Ftfench frivolity-, and the heavy inqon- 

fiftency 



H 
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fiftcncy of the Englifh. So much for Lirigu-» 

ct's opinion of our nation ! It is very nccef-' 

fary to obfervo, that this abufe of Englifh 

philofbphy ia inferted in a work^ which bears 

/or title, A LeUcr on the Theory of Civil 

Laws; in which he examines whether it js 

true that tie Englijh are free^ and whether 

the French ihould imitate their operations) 

or envy their government.— Here he defends 

the paradox, that defpottfm is the heft govern^ 

went. He pleads his caufe with fuch inge^ 

Ximty and brilliancy, that the reader, for a 

moment, is deluded by his fophiims, and 

prefers the government of oriental tyrants, 

to that of England itfelf. But if the Englifh 

Conftitution be treated with contempt, Mon* 

tefquieu is not fpoken of with more guarded 

expreillons; and this fiiblime politician, 

Linguet abufes with as little reverence as he 

would have done a diurnal fcribbler. 

The *)€• s Xhe dilcoveries, the princiides, aad doc- 
trines of tKe ' * r » 

S^r^?* trines of the Economists are thus defcribed. 

They 
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They confidensd, that all f pal riches are pro* 
duced from the earth, hecaufe this inexhauft- 
a^ie mother iinceafingly reproduces th^e mdk 
neceflary aliments. If, (aid they, we fop- 
pofe two ftates, one of which (hall only pro*, 
duce ccacn^ wine^ and fruits, and th« other 
ftoi:ild pofie& all the mines of gold, dia« 
xnonds, and the moft precious metals poDxhle, 
it is proved^ that at length, hy the continual 
barter tkat will exifl between them, the firft 
without dimini/hing it's abundance, or rather 
rifing by a gradual profperity, will in the 
end ruin the other, by exhaufting it's fedtiti- 
ous riches. And at lengtii, faid they, the 
firft would even abforb it's individual, who 
luiving nothing more left by which they 
might acquire .a fubfiftence, they would fell 
themfelves. Hence population would in** 
creafe; a new multitwde of hands Would pro- 
duce new riches. The earth would yield in 
proportion to it's cultivation. 
From this ideal hypothefis the Economifts 
C deduced 
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deduced an incontrovertible axiom that the 
agricultural ftate, would become the. moffi 
flourifhingby that happy circle of agriculture 
augmenting population, and population ex- 
tending agriculture. They thjcn proved that 
Franceyfzs the happy land of promife ; and that 
it c^^^AT^ on the rich fertility of its^&i/* Thefe 
The Eco. fimple propofitions lead to a vaft number of 

noxnifts 

write unin-more rcfined fpeculations ; and the {tO. was 

icligibly. . ^ 

at lengthT^proached that they rendered their 
fyffem drppra6Hcable, by its incompr^hen- 
fibility. IM. Mercier de la Riviere, who wrote 
a bulky economical volurtie entitcdDe TOrdre 
natur,el it ejfentiel des Societes politiques^ ^^ 
firft obtained a confider^ble reputation; be- 
caufe jQi£)bpdy could, imderftand bis work. 
The Emprefs of Ruffia jn confequence in- 
vited him to aflift her councils by ^ putting itt 
pradice his Hiblime theory; he went to 
Pc^rfburgh, but after alhort refidence re- 
turned with a reputation confiderably , di- 

minilhed^ It was agreed, that not only no 

one 
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one could underftand this economift, bi^ tbat 
he did not underftand himfelf. '"• : * ^ 

In 1762 a deteftable work, no doubt by. a 
French Philofopher, made a confiderable • \ 
noife'. We give it as the cleareft indication 
poffible of that defign oiabolijhmg feligim and-Neceinty of 
its minijlers^ which has lately been dilplayed:^**^^"* 
by the National aflembly. It was entitled 
the Four Necejfary Things. The neceffity of 
deftroying the Jefuits — of feparating France 
from the papal power — of abolifliing epifco-" 
pacy, or at ledft of humilating priefts— and 
the laft neceflity, was that of annulling 
religion in toto. The author fhews each . 
neceffity, and kindly inftru6lshis reader in the 
manner to attain his objeft. It is the plan of 
the revolution^ in what relates to the clergy. 

If this is Philolbphy, let Us burn our books ; 
let us haften to Caffraria; and let us wander 
among woods in primaeval barbarity. Shall 
I be told that \i fucb Philofophers may fome- 
times go /^j^r, their intentions, neverthe- 

C 2 lels, 
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tefsf 4Lte pure, and their m(»^ls good. To 

fuch Philoibphers die following anecdote is 

dire^«d. 

MAbM Jn I7<if the Abb^de Prades maintained 

k^eruiifm ^ ^j^^g^ j^ ^j^^ Sorbonnc^in which MateridBfm 

was difcovcrcd in every ,part. The fecular • 
an4 ccclefiaftical powers, were ronfed with 
iftdignation at this public impiety, cfireftcd a 
forcible remonftraface to the parliament, and the 
Abbe was exiled. The Materialifts regarded 
him as their perfecuted apoftle. The king of 
Pruffia (who it is not neceflary to fay was a 
*Materialift) invited, with fraternal afiFeftiOn, 
this exiled apoftle to his court. His Majcfty 
received the fruits of fuch virtues. This in- 
famous Materialift was a ferpent in the bofom 
that cherifhed him; and facriiicing the grati- 
tilde and fidelity, Co juftly due to his royal 
protcftor, formed, in conjun6ticm with the 
Biihop of Breflaw, a plot againfi Ffedericky 
and attempted to injure the country which 
had afforded Iiim an afylurn. This crime 
• - wa3 
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t^as puniihable by death. The king had the 
genejroiity only to Imprifbn him till peace fhould 
be reftored. On this fubjeS: he wrote a letter 
to D'Alembert^ and employed this pxpreffion, 
*^ I will then deliver him lo his country ai\d 
** his friends, if be can baiie cnyJ* 

The m^a who is {q unfortunate as ta be a 
Materialift, may doub^eis l?e an honeft pan: 
we cannot help the illufions of the mind; bi^t 
he who propagates this terrible fyftem, can 
never be fuch. A true l^ulofopher rc^fK>y$s 
pernicious prejudices, b|Ut neyer woju^d deibroy 
any thing that isig^/H eyj» yf^fin it ^ prir 
judice* 

The 'Rfvdutm^^^^ %ci»gly prf40ed]fi J^^**^ 
the following anecdote : t^^ ^ 

On the 2oth of July, 1763, tlw AhW 
Labat preached a fernaon, at Paris, of which 
the following is a &idifiil extract. 

^ In the preceding reigns So^y^roigfis ^ 
^kyed their piety hj proteding ik» isiniifters 

C3 of 
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of the church. Now the magiftrates perfe- 
cute innocence and opprefs religion. The 
pebplc^s minds are deluded by a forced mode- 
ration, and are lead by defigning politicians. 
' Saori or late a Revolution ^illjpread throughout 
a kingdom^ where the Sceptre and the Cenfer 
are violently agitated againft each other, ^be 
' crifis is violent 9 and the Revolution cannot he 
^remote." , 

' The Abbe Labat, was certainly a more ra- 
tional prophet than Noftradamtts or Fleming; 
he indeed regarded this objcd: only in one 
-^light, which was that of the church j but it is 
apparent that he was fenfiblc of the revolution 
which exifled thirty years ago in the minds of 
'^ the people. I have only to add, that the 
! preacher was immediately imprifoned in the 
Chdtelet. -' 



APoctccn. The Poets were fometimes Philofopher^. 

fures Here- 

w^Ts^aT ^ft ^ tftgedy-of Dbrat's, in 1763, there, was a 

^^'" ' ' pai&ge • relative to hereditary kings, who are 

;• faid 
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(kid to claim a right to liv€ amid the moil 
.voluptuous pleafures^ and to confign the care 
of the public welfare to their miniftefs. This 
trait fomehow or other, efcaped the eye of the 
Cenjbr^ and was received with the loudeft 
burfts of applaufe. The town, little accuf- 
tomed to. boldnefs of ientiaient like this, was 
aftonifh^. The lines are a forcible allufiou ' 
to Louis XV* 



Au trone du berceau ces Monarques admls» 
Ont droit dc vegeter dans la pourpre endormis, 
Et chargeant de fon poids un Miniftre fupremc, 
De gardes pour euk feuls I'edat du diadetne. 

Thefe Monarchs from the cradle mount the dirone, 
And ileeping in dieir ptuple, vegetate ; 
'Tis to their favourite they confign the prcffure. 
And keep themfelvcs, the fplendour of die crown, 

A worlc of no^ imall impqrtarice in Gallic The phiio- 

fophers at- 

Kterature, was publiflied about the year 1774, foj^tdabu* 
with a profcfled intention of combating the^'^^ 
modern Philofophers. The " , Trois Siecles 
^* de la Litterature Fran9oife/ ' by the Abbe 
C 4 Sabbathier 
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6abbathler de Clftres, b w«Il knoumr bf' qDii« 
hofiOeiirs^ as a critical work of gmt merits aftd 
finguli^ acumen. There is no doubt> that tht 
^fitet taking the idverfe partyi has giv^q ititD> 
•t Iteaft, is great a violence as that which he 
iKrpofts. But though his fads may be aggra* 
vatedt *iid l*i« crlticifitx fevere, yet both iarfc 
Icmn^ on trut^^ He obfervesin his pvthce^ 
that his readers may be furprifed to finddeci« 
iiotjs bn thefe authors very difFerent from that 
mccnfe which they had hitherto received from 
% fear or flattery. But (he adds) if the multi- 
tude is once informed of the fecrct i^rings 
which they have fet in motion, for the fuccefs 
of their works, to fwell out their repfutatien^ 
to render their maxims acceptable, and aug- 
ment their partifans j if we can (hew an ofFcn- 
five and defenfive league, eftablifhed in fheir 
S^9 to render it prfedomihant ; incenfe at all 
^imes burniftg, to perfume the members 
which GOmpofe it 5 venal mouths purcbafed to 
i!ty ottt tontinually. for an apotheofis in fiivour 

■ of 
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of theif chiefs, and dark clouds malicioully 
fcattered ovcrthofe talents capable of diminifh- 
ing their own; if the reader will refled on all 
this, he will applaud us for boldly exprcffing 
fcntiments, which every honcft and wife man 
has long feen and felt. It is curious to ob- 
fcrve, that the Abbe concludes his prefece by 
afluring himfelf of the protc<aion of the Go^ 
vernment againil the Philofophers. 

In another place, oxir critic cxpreflcs him- 
felf in a fingular manner, on a right of which 
an Englifliman is jealous; the liberty of thcThc Fr^. 
.prcfs. " This freedom the Philofophers are p«fs cw- 

*^ * fmrcd by a 

^ continually imploring, and panegyriling^jc!^!*^*^ 

** with extrem^e ardour, dclirou«, however, oi^ 

*^ referving the privilege to themfelvcs. This 

" frecdbm of the prefs, would be tie furefi 

" means of corrupting the unherfe* The Phi- 

" lofophers iaceffantly repeat that by the 

" collifion of minds, light is efFufedj there 

" are certain matters on which this coHiiion 

** of minds produces a confagvationy 

This 
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Tills word conjiagration^ \^ a text for a vo- 
lume of commentary. We are far, very far,from 
' recommending the leaji rejlraint on tht freedom 
of the prefsi but it would not be amifs if we 
were to paufe a moment on this fubjeft oicon* 
flagration. Fire engines fliould be prepared 
before tht fames break out. 

Philofophers may proceed in the fearch of 
truth till they bring it to the verge of perdi- 
tion i they may gradually annihilate a ufeful 
town built of ftonc, with the view of eredting 
a vifionary city, with ftreets of diamonds; 
which, like an Eldorado, the vrorld can 
vojraire's ncvcr fcc. Voltalrc was heard to jfay; that 

Obfervation ' 

<,n Religion ji^ii^i^^ was a vaft citadel, which it was not 
advifeable to attack openly, but rather to fap 
fecretly; that the miners had long been at 
work, and though the edifice looked as well as 
ever, and. even more venerable for it's age^ it 
yNoxAdifuddenly fall into ruins. — We muft nc- 



i>u cins vcr forget the judicious fentiment of Du Clos, 

thePhiioJo- , 



an honeft man^^and a liberal Philofopher ; he 

faw 



to refate 
them. 
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faw the objedl at which this fedt was aiming, 
and he, probably, forefaw it's inevitable con- 
fequences. Difgufted with the extreme licen- 
tioufhefs of their dodirines, he exclaimed, 
" Tbefe men will do fo much, that at length 
they will make me religious J^ 

The Clergy had, fincc their great aflembly '^l^^^,^ 
in 1765, mad9 a formidable colle<aion of allpoSow 

but do not 

the publications againft religion, which were ^°^^^^*^ 
diffufed throughout France. It was their firft 
intention to undertake an elaborate refutation 
of thefe works; but either this was impoffible 
for their number, or they judged that it might 
announce die impotence of their defence. 
They therefore, in 1775, to extricate them- 
felves from this dilemma, thought proper to 
fubftitute, inftead of a folid and complete re- 
fotation, a kind of fermon, or manifefto againft 
the incredulous. It bears for title, — ** Adver- 
** tifemcnt of the General Aflembly of the 
" Clergy of France, held at Paris by the 
*• perrhiflion of the King, in 1775, to the 
I " faithful 
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^* feithful of this kingdom^ on the advan- 
^^ tages of the Chriftiah Religion^ and the 
*' pernicious cffc<9s of Incredulity/^ This 
was preiented to his Maje/ly, by a deputation 
from the Ecclefiaftical corps; and afforded 
a fund of merriment to the philosophers and 
unbelievers at Paris, 

To this advertifement, the .Clergy added a 
condemnation of many anti-religious books, 
which had appeared (ince the laft aflembly, 
held in 1765^ The lift may gratify the cu- 
rious — Le Chriftianifme devoile — L'antiquite 
dcvoilee par fes uiages — Le fermon dcs cin- 
quante — L'Examen important; — La contagion 
facree — L'Examcn critique des anciens et 
, nouveaux apologiflcs du chriftianifeme — La 
Lettrc de Trafybule a Lcucippe — Le Syfleme 
de la Nature — Le Syfteme focial — Les quef- 
tions fur TEnclyopedie — Dc THomme— 
L* Hifloirc critique dc la vie de Jefus 
Cltfift. — Le bon fens. — ^L* Hiftoire Philofb- 

phiquc 
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phique^t Politique du Commerce ct dcs Efta- ^ 
bliilemens dans les deux Indes, &c. &c. 

'rtifeic boNoks arfc condemned in ghbo^ as 
oohtaining falfe prmcipies injurious to God, . . 
and his holy attributes ; favouring or teaching 

. PhilofophU 

atheifm; full of the poifon of materialifm:^*''^?'^* 
annihilating morals ; introducing a confofion 
of vices and virtues, deftruftive of the peace 
of families; extinguifhing thbfe fentiments 
^^ch unite the orders of fociety; authorifing 
paffions and diforders of every kind ; tending 
to inlpire contempt for the holy writings; 
overturning their atithority; aiming to deprive * 
the church of the power it has received from 
Jefus <3irift, and caluminiating it's minifters ; 
adapted to make fubjeds revolt from their 
fovercigns ; to foment fedition and troubles ; 
dcftruaivc of all revelation; replete with far- 
cafms and outrages againft our holy laNV, and 
the adorable. perfon of Jefus Chrift, our Savi- 
our, fcandaloua, ra(h, impious, blafphemous, 
9nd M oiFenfivc to the divine Majcfty, as 

perniciouisi 
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pernicious to the welfare of empires and 
fociety. 

The Abbe Raynal particularly attraded the 
notice of this body; he is here faid to be, 
*^ One of the moft feditious writers among the 
** modern unbelievers." L'un des plus fedi^ 
tieux ecrivains parmi les incredules modernes. 

Tne Kitig received this addrefs in ihe moft 
favourable manner, and appears to have been 
as juftly I alarmed as the clergy themfelves. 
The Philofophers faw and meditated; 
laughed, wrote, and at length remained 
matters of the field. The lamentations of the 
ecclefiaftical power, were the prdudes of 
their approaching vidlory. The clergy every 
month, made Auto dafes of books ; it is cer- 
tain, that there were fbme, who lamented that 
the day was paft when they might have burnt 
men. 



©piivionofa A little poem by M. Tanevot, which bears 

true Chrif- "^ ' 

phliofu,'^'^^^ title, " Philofophiffhe^'* is an ironical attack 

phers. 

on 
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on this feft. The advcrtifcment prefixed to it, 
may ferve to give the opinion entertained by 
ztrue cbriftian^ of thcfe Philofophers. " A 
" falfe philofophy, fays he, animated with 
" lefs of indepehdancc, than prefumption, has 
" now arifen with an undaunted countenance, 
'* and arming itfelf with a thoufand poifoned 
*' arrows, throws them at religion, which it 
^ putfucs with a lingular y^ror///. Some- 
*' times it's attacks are in the open day, and 
" fometimes it marches in the darknefs of 
** the night. We muft not deny the 
" rapid progrefs it. makes daily. We are 
" near the moment of a general corruption ^y 
" fetal effed: of the extinftion of thofe. pure 
" virtues, and regulated manners, of which 
'* religion is an unfailing fourge, and which 
" formed the gl6ry of our anceftors. But 
" what converts our grief even into tears, is, 
" thofe perils to which our youth, are now ex- 
*' pofed.. What will become of the hope of 
*^ the nation, when it's children, abai^doned 

*' only 
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*' only to incredulity and licentiaafnef^fy ai-^ 
•• Jure the faith and virtues of their fathers j 
*' and that they will in future have no other 
** motiveihznzh^StperfonalintereJi?'* Con- 
fidering this to have been written full forty 
years ago, the writer is a tolerabk prc^het* 

Phiiofo. Pallissot had ocpofed the French Philo- 

pkers at- - 

tacked on fophfcrs in his comedy, of ** Les Philofophcs.** 
A piece in which Roufleaii is reprefented with, 
die fevereft ridicule ; Louis XVI. was much 
* gratified 4by this comedy. The writer foon law 
himfelf, in confequence, declared a common 
enemy; apd his literary exiftence, and it is 
faid, his life itfelf, was in great danger. He 
wrcftled with the continued perfecutions of 
his antagonifts. But when he had prepared 
another vigorous attack, in a comedy called, 
" The Dangerous Man,** the Encyclope- 
dic j^arty had power enough at the court and 
the theatre, to hinder it's reprefentation.^ It 
was, however, published, andt was by no 

I means 
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ihcans inferior to the preceding piece, for the 
feverity of it*s humour and iatirc. 



The philofophical party, appears td have ^^»^^^p^^'^<>- 
let pafs no opportunity of conveying their |^"5V?^ 
fentimeftts to tho'publicj in the moft ftrikins: st?i!2«5«'' 

^ ^ convey thcit 

manner. . A cuftom had long exifted, fincfe ''^^''^' 
the reign of Louis XlVi to pronounce an- 
nually a panegyric on Saint Louis, before the 
French Academy* Whenever one of the 
Encyclopedic party was appointed for this 
purpofe, he generally quitted the beaten track, 
and gave into thofe eccentric ftridtures which 
were pointed at the ecclefiaftieal, and the 
miriifterial powers. The Abb^ de Befplas^ 
undertook this office in 1775, and by the 
boldnefs of his obfervations was greatly ap- 
plauded by the fpedators, and even by the 
academicians, fince one of them in a moment 
of enthufiafm, interrupted the orator, by ex* 
claiming, ♦* Have courage, Monfieur VAhhi^ 
and proceed.'* The Abbe indeed had chiefly 

D turn^ 
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turned his oration to the iide of politics and 
the adminiftration. In fpeaking of the deeds 
of the adminiftration of St. Louis, he at- 
tempted to flicw, that by its wife ordinances 
be had adoally laid thd foundation erf the ^rr- 

fent phihfophicat g&uernthent. In reviewing, 
the reign of Louis XIV. he ftrongly cenfured 
tire minifftry of Cardinal dc RicheUcu ; he 
painted him with the odious colours in which 
his deipotifm muft appear to . the eyes of the 

* partifans of liberty and the true patriot. This 
gave fuch offence to the Duke of Richelieu^ 
that he formed, with the reft of the courtiers^ 
a ftrong cabal againft the Abbe. 

The emiftaries and fpies of the Archbifliop 
of Paris were immediately fent forth to find 
out matter for an information againft the 
Abb^, After much inquiry, they accufed 
him of the follo\ving heavy crimes ; of having 
in a Chriilian pulpit, pronounced a prophane 
difcourfe, lii which he afFe<Sed never to call 
Louis IX. other than Louisy and never Saint 

Louis 1 
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Louis; and, by an impiety more reprehenfible, 
in a moment of Economical fanat^cifm, to pay 
his court to the new $e(9:, of havuig cried out 
Saint e Agriculture / , 

And to clojfe ^yith alj parties, the dolors of 
the Sorboniie refufed to give their approba- 
tion to a panegyric of Saint Louis, in which 
Cardinal Riohelieu, the founder of their houfe, 
was £o ill treated- Such was the ftate of 
things through/ all the departments of the old 
government, becaufean Economji ventured, lb 
give forpe ftriiftures on the politics and ad- 
minifltFaiion of the times ! 

About the fame period (1775), the cele- ^^^^j^^^^^^ 
hrated. Abbe Maury, who, on St. Auguftin's prelchmg ^ 

Toleration, 

day, delivered his panegyric .before the af- 
fcmbly of the clergy, likewife gave piFence 
by a defire of appearing Angular. The holy 
prelates were greatly irritated, becaufe he 
ventured to preach Toleration before them ; 
and iji noticing the late new declaration in 
D 2 rcfpcft 
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/cfpcft to the vows of the Monks, which tlic 
government ordered fhould oot be binding, 
if taken before the age of twenty, he hazarded 
faying, that he wijhed that even that term had 
been prolonged ; and in the chara<fter of ^ 
Bijhop of fortune he drew a picture of thofe 
who arrived at this ecclefiaftical dignity by the 
chance of birth, and not by their perfonal 
merit; and at laft he feemed to prefcribc to 
them their duties by a lively and pointed fatird 
o!r their ignorance, their voluptuoufnefs, and 
the general corruption of their manners. The 
Cardinal de la Roche-aymon immediately fig-^ 
nified his pleafure to him, which was, that 
he would not appear before him: and every 
prelate went home wondering that the Abbe 
Maury fliould have thpught that the golden 
gate of preferment was to be opened by fucK 
rough handling. 



The Phiio. Toleration was the univerfal cry of the Phi- 
clamorous lofophers ; but the ecclefiaftical power probably 
'''"•'"" knew 



PHILOSOPEHRS. 37 

knew that when thefe artful men fliould be 
permitted to fix thcmfelvcs on the Jleps of 
government, they would foon force open the 
door of its temple. On the fubjedl of 21?/?- 
ratiorij .the following anecdote interefts by the 
illustrious chara^ers concerned in the farce. 
When Voltaire arrived at Paris, an interview ^^'!'?^ , 
took place between him and Franklin. After FrankL'on 

Toleration. 

the firft compliments, which by the way were 
more adulative than comported with the cha- 
rader of a Briton, and above all of a ftern- 
Republican, the doftor prefented his grand- 
fon to Voltaire, in foUiciting for him his 
bleffing. The Philofopher of impiety, reliflied 
the pleafantry ; and to render the farce com- 
pleat, he rofe from his chair, and with a 
patriarchal air, laid his hands on the head of 
the child, and folemnly pronounced, in a loud 
voice, thefe three words; God, Liberty, 
and Toleration. All the pious were 
{hocked at the American, who, they faid^ bur- 
lefqued religion inafking the blejjlng of Voltaire. 

D 3 Tha 
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That the Philofophcrs who were fo cla- 
morous for Toleration, were themfelvcs by 
Thefc Phi- no means tolerant, appears by the following 
intolerant, anccdote I The great monarch of Pruflia 
thus expreflcd himfelf on the fubjedt of reli- 
gious toleration. ** I never will conftrain 
opinions on matters of religion. I dread, 
of all others, religious wars. I have been to 
fortunate as that none of the Sefts, Who re- 
fide in my ftates, have ever difturbed the 
civ^l order. We muft leave tb the people 
the objeds of their belief ; the form of their 
devotion i their opinions, and even their pre^ 
jiidices. It is for this reafon I have tolerated 
the priefts and monks, in fpite of Voltaire 
and P'Alembert, who have quarrelled with 
me on this head. I have the greatefl: venera- 
tion for all our modern philofophcrs ; but' 
indeed I am compelled to acknowledge, that a 
general toleration is not the priedominant vir- 
tue of thefe gentlemen.'' 



It 
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PHILOSOPHERS. ^9 

It is very curious to obfervc, that thcfe 
Pbilofopbers who were inceilantly compofing 
fine declamations agairift the horrors of war, 
and painting with all the glow of a rich 
colouring, the injuftiee of pcrfecutions, were 
among tbemfehes in a ftate of eternal warfere. The pwio. 

fophrrs in a 

and infatiable perfecution. It is true. Phi- i^'JJj,^^^,^- 
lofophers fire with no cannon,- and tie to no 
ftake. But the fury with which they aflaultcd 
each other, evinced, that had they cannon or 
ftakes, their adverfaries would have been or 
fuddenly deftroyed, or flowly burnt. Their 
inveteracy was, indeed, confined to an epi- 
gram, or what they called, a diatribe y but an 
epigram or a diatribe, may (hew the fame de- 
fire of inhumanity and defpotifm, which 
tyrants on the throne, or in the church, have 
exercifed. Of many of the private chara<aers 
of thcfe Philofophers, we have rarely 
favourable teftimpnies of the perfedion of 
their fyjftcm ; but we muft learn to diftinguifli 
between the French Philofophers ; too many 

D 4 intriguers 
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intriguers and defigning men> dlHionour tho 
J^jJ^jj^^^^nanoc. The difference is great between fuch 
g^iiedl *"" philofophcrs as Mirabeau, Boulangcr and La 
Mettrie, to Rouffejiu, D'Alembert, an4 Monr 
tefquieu* Voltaire, who has been called 
Micromegas (little-great) muft, as ufuaU bp 
placed between ; often actuated by the inter 
refted and bafp motives of the one, he ha^l 
often, all the fublimc views, ^n4 pliilan- 
thrqpy, pf the other, 

A ?ONG ON THE ECONOMISTS, WHtCp 
APPEARS LIKE A PROPHECV. 

^s<T^^ The prefent fong is certainly the moft 
curious article in this voluoie. It is to be 
found in more than one work dated ten 
or twelve years back- It might be ptherr 
wife confidcred as a recent forgery, artfully 
inferted in works which might have been 
cafily made to bear an old date. But I am 
informed by many, that it appeared in feve-* 
ral of the French almanacks of ten years ago^ 

and 
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and what confirms the whole, I am acquainted 
xvith more than one Parifian, who reeoUcfts 
having Jearn|: it as a fafhionable fong about 
tile fame period, when Turgot was miniften 
This fong moft amply liifclofcs the whole 
(yftem of the prefent Republic; and fcems 
rather a defcriptiop of an event paft, tfcin of 
one forefeen by an enlighened and acute mind. 
The ftanzas beginning, On verra tpus les 
ctats, S^c.-rr-Dn meme pas marcheront, &c.— 
Puis devenus vcftueux^ &c. Plus de mpine? 
langoureux, &c. And the laft ftanza relative 
to the kins:, ar« all reinarkable. They are, a P^iiiofv 

^ pher an cx- 

without a claim to iafpiration, real prohecies ; Jhan^Fkli^'! 

f 

yet the author would not certainly alpire to g 
feat near the fanatic Fleming. 

Viyent tous nos beaux efprits, Long live our men of wit ! 

Encyclopedi lies, Ency dopedifts ^ 

Du boiiheur Fr«iqois ep^«, Warmed with the happincfs of 

Grands ccconomiftes ; the French, 

Par Icurs foins, au terns d'Adam Long lire our great Economifte. 

Nous rcvicndrons, c'ejIJeur plan i It is by their cares we sire going 

Momus les affifte, ^ - to return 

Ogai! To the primaeval daysx>f A dam j 

Momus les afiiflc« * Momus a{Ii(l them, 

O charming ! 

^i^omus affift them. 

Cc 



»Bg. 
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Ce n'eft pas de nos bouqiiins, 
Que vicnt leur fcicnce ; 
£n eux.-ces fiers paladius 

Ont la fapicnce : 
*Lcs Colbcm et les Sully 
Nous paroif&nt grands, mats, fi ! 
Cc ii'eft qu' ignorance 

O gai f 
Cc n'eft qu' ignorance. 

On vcrra tous Ics etats 
Entre cux fc confondrc, 
Les pauvres fur leurs grabats, 
Nc plus fe morfondre, 
tPes biens on fera des lots 
Qu^i rendront les gens egauxj 

Le bbl ceuf a pondre. 
Ogai! 

Le bel oeuf a pondre* 

Du xn^me pas marcheront 

Nobl^ffe et roture ; 
Les Francois retoumeront 

Au droit de nature ; 
Adieu parlcments et loix 
Dues et grands feigneurs et rois ', 
La bonne avcnture, 

Ogai! 
La bonne aventure* 



Puis dcven.is vertueux, 

Par philofophie, 
Les Franqois auront des dieux 

A Icur fantaifie : 
I*Jous rcverrons un oignon i 

A Jcfus damer le pion ; 
Ah quelle liarmoK\ic« 



It is not firom our old books, ^ 
They gain all their fcience, 
It is in thcmfelvesthefe Quixotes, 

Find all their knowledge. 
The Colberts and the Sullys 
Appear great men— Plhaw! 
This is mere ignorance, 

O charming ! 
This is mere ignorance. 

We (hall fee all the ftatcs. 
Confounded together ; 

The poor on their ftraw beds 
No more fhall complain. 

They will make lots of the na- 
tional wealth 

Which will render all men equal. 
What a golden egg will be laid! 

O charming ! 
What a golden egg will be laid ! 

Alike will be feen to walk 

The nobleman and the citizen ; 
The French will return 

To the rights of nature, 
Farewell to the parliament and 

the lay^s, 
Dukes, lords, and kings ; 
What a happy time ! 

O charming ! 
What a happy time ? 

Then become virtuous^ 

By philofophy, 
The French will have gods 

To their own fancy! 
We (hall worlhip an onion, 

Jefus will lofe the game 5 

What a harmony! 

O gal! 



PHIL0 3 0FHJSRS- 



43 



Ah quelle harmonic. 

Alors d'amour furct^, 

Entre foeurs et frercs 5 
Sacrement et parente 

Seront des chimeres : 
Chaquc pere imitera 
L,t)t, au jour iqu'il s'enivra, 
Liberie pleniere, 

Ogai! 
Libertd pl^niere ! 

Plus de moines langoureux, 

De plaintivcs nonnes ; 
Au lieu d'adreffcr aux cieux 

Matines er nones : 
On verra ces malheureux 
Danfer, abjurant leurs voeux, 
Galante chaconne, 

O gai ! 
Galante chac/)nne. 

Partifans des novations. 

La fine fequdlle ! 
La France des nations 

Seia le modele: 
Et cet honneur nous devrons 
ATurgot, et compagnons, 
Befogne immortelle, 

Ogai! 
Befogne iipmortelle. 

A qui devrons nous le plus ? 

C'eft a notrc maitre, 
Qui fe croyant un abus, 

Ne voudra plus Tetre ? 
Ab qu'il faut aimer h bicn, 



O charming I 
What 26 hArnsMMry t 

Then the fecurity of love 

Between brothers and fiUcrsj 
Sacraments and relationfhip 

Will be turned to chimeras. 
Every father will imitate 

Lot, whenever he gets drunk, 
Wc (hail have fuliliberty! 

O charming ! 
We fhall have full liberty. 

No more .of languifhing monks. 
No more of complaining nuns ; 
• In (lead of praying to heaven. 

Matins and vefpers ; 
Soon will thefe^nfortunate per- 

fons 
Dance, and abjure their vows. 
What a.morous chacoons, 

O charming ! 
What aiftorous chacoojis ! 

Partifans of novelties, 

What a cunning gang I 
France of all nations 

Will become the model.^ 
And this honour we owe 
ToTurgot and his companions. 
What an immortal labour ! 

O charming ! 
Whaf an immortal labour ! 

» To whom fliall we, owe the mod ? 

It is to our matter, 

Who thinking himlelf to be an 

abufe 

Will give up his all, 

Pour 
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Po\:ur de roi n'etre plus rien ; 
J'enverroUtout paitre^ 

Ogai! 
J*cnTern»s tout paitrc ! 



Ah ! how he : muft love the 

public good, 
From a king to dcfcend into no- 
thing. 
I would fend all a packing, 

O charming ! 
J woyld fend all a packing. 
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X HE higher clafs of the French Clergy 
regarded themfelves as the firft order in the 
ftatc. Its honours and' privileges were gradu- '^^^yf^J*'^' 
ally ufurped. In a work entitled " Interefting^^v'S^^^ 

the firft or* 

RefleiSions on the Claims of the Clergy of^^^»«» ^^* 
ibrming the jirji Body in the State.'' Our 
ingenious writer proved, that as their doc- 
rines, inftrudlions, and employments, were 
all analogous to a future flate, they formed a 
fociety purely fpiritual; that they (hould not 
meddle with temporal things ; ^nd that like 
their chief, they fliould take for their motto, 
«* My kingdom is not in this world/* Our 

3 author 



46 CLERGY, 

author wrote in a popular manner; he was 
ingenious, and anathematifed. 

From the year 1750 to the prefent hour, 
the, clergy complain of a fedt of philofophers 
whom they diftinguifh by the epithet of 
modern ', and whidi, forty years ago, they 
obferved, were infenfibly gaining ground 
among the people, and conveying light to .the 
duileft eyes. The l^wo lafl monarchs of 
France were £ivourably difpofed towards the 
clergy; JLouis XV.. ,was weak and fearful; 
too pufiilanimous to be a fanatic, too fuperfti- 
tious to be .enlightened, equally incapable of 
religious fervour, and that intrepid policy ne- 
ceffary to^flwtke off the yoke of priefthood. 

The religious orders were indeed lb noto- 
f ioufly infamous, that almoft every one (ex- 
cept the learned Benedidiines) was diftinguiflied 
by foniedifhortourable epithet or qualification. 
Paflingbver thole which would offend modefty, 
fueh expreffions as thefe were common— To 

I drink 



drink like a Cordelier-^As fiinkbiz as ^ Cd^te* 

•^ ^ ^ The monk* 

chin — As gluttonous zs sl Bemar Jin -.^^znd the'^^"'^'^'"^'^ 
omelets of the Ce/e^ines, were a fiwrourite difli^ 
Boileau has placed the refidence of lazy 
effeminacy in the moaaftery of Giteuux^ and 
Greflet inMgincd the paJace of flccp at that of 
the ^Fi&orins. .♦ 

A pocwerful ftruggle «xifted between the 
politica:! order of the JeJuifSy and fome of the 
clergy. The world knows how this ter- 
minated j hut the ^diflblution of this learned 
order, was not followed by its intriguing . 
genius. The member^ ftill exifted, and ad- 
drefled the public through all the various 
fhapes of the prefs/ It is even fuppofed that 
feveral members of the jS^^^w?^i?r» PhUofo-^ 
pbers were thefe great, injured, and irritated 
fcholars. 

In January 1762, a convocation of forty 
bifliops was affembled at the houfe of the , 
Cardinal de Luynes, by order of Louis XV. 
to examine the conftitution of the Jefuits, 

who ■ 
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who were then becoming formidable dvery 
hour. Thirty- four were of opinion to leave 
their inflitute$ as they were, but to fubjed^ 
the Jefuits to the general regulations of the 
<^lcrgy; the fix others were for reforming 
them according to the regulations made af 
the conference of Poifly. To Ihew what 
eharadlers were thefe Bijbops^ the flower 
of the clergy, it would not be improper 
to tranfcribe a fatirical fong on this occafion* 
The English reader would perhaps complain 
of its length ; and it will, therefore, be fuf- 
ficient to obierve, that it contains anecdotes^ 

Thchewlsof 

the f^^^, unfortunately all too true, which fhew thcfc 
'*^"*' biihops to be as vile intriguers and diflblute 
libertines, as any of the Laics. 

We obferve the fame thing in a lingular 
aflembly, which was held by his Majeily's 
orders, in 1766. Their purpofe was to ex- 
amine the inftitutions of the various religious 
orders, and make the ncceflary reforms. Five 
archbifhops were at the head of this tribunal, 

their 
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their conference was not very plcafing to the 
clergy, who by no means were defiroUs of 
reforming fbemfehes. The following epigram, 
as indecent, ?is it was pbigndnt, was made on . 
this Qccafion, J charitably hope, that all the 
fitie weyce jxot m the fame cafe; 



On a choifi cinq Eveques paiUards, ink-wiil not 

r^ . till whitenf 

Tous cinq rongcs de v-*— *- et de e h ■ ■■■ , Ekony. 

Pour reformer ces moines trqp gaillards; 
Pcut on blanchil" I'tbene avcc de rentcre ? 



In 1767, a piiblicatiofi appeared^ proving^ 
that thefe orders cbuld not confcientioufly ac- 
knowledge or receive the dictates of this aflem- 
tly. That if, by an appeal to parliament, 
their oppofition v^s not fuccefsfiil, they mufi 
rejift all leg^al ordinances, and implore the^^fid^r**^ 
mediation of the fovereign Pontiff. By all this bcirrdigion* 
it clearly appears, that tht c/ergy had a civil war 
iihongft thetnfelves, and alfo, that they confi- 
dered reformation as incompatible with religion. 
But the learned, and I may add, the en- 
lightened Bcn6di6tines, were clamorous for 

E a re- 
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a reformation. This order poflcffcd a vaft 
- income, and pafled their folitude in literary 
•labours of an utility as vaft as their magnitude- 
To them we owe a work which no individual 
could have undertaken, and which even thefc 
learned and laborious fcholars have not termi- 
nated. Their literary hiftoiy of France, con- 
lifts now of thirteen quarto volumes, and yet 
only reaches to the twelfth century. In 
several Be- I7^5f ^ pctition, figncd by a confiderable 
petition for numbcr of thefe religious (thofe who were 

aboljihing « o v 

^mf '"'".philofophers, for all were not) was prefented 
to the king. They complain in a fummary 
way, of being confined to minute ceremonies, 
to puerile formalities, and troublefome regula- 
tions, which are of no utility to the nation* 
They pray, they may not any longer be com- 
.pelled to have their h«ads ftiaved ; to be for- 
l)idden the ufe of meat ; to wear their frocks 5 
to rife at midnight to go to minims, &c. in a 
word, they wifli to. appear and live like fecu- 
.krs. If thefe conditions were granted, they 

offered 
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offered to educate fixty youths gratis. This 
petition occafioned a great difturbancc and 
diflatisfadtion among the clergy. 

The petition was not attended with fuc- The petition 

*■ un favour- 

cefs. The court was then not fufficiently en- ^wyrccdvc* 
lightened, to perceive, that the education of 
iixty youths was of far greater utility to the 
nation, than having the Benediftines heads 
fhaved, and their finging pfalms at midnight* 
The* adverfe and more religious party, per- 
fuaded, the court, that all this only indica- 
ted a licentious defire of fhaking off all decent 
order. The king, therefore, expreffed his 
diffatisfa6lion to the fuperiors ; Dom Pernctti, 
and Dom Le Maire, ,who had the greateft 
concern in drawing up this petition, which 
was written with every charm of compofition 
it could admit, were rewarded for their inge- 
nuity and philofophy, by being immediately 
exiled. Pernetti took refuge in the do- 
minions of the Great Frederic, and I be- 
lieve became one of his librarians. 

E z Philofophy 
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Philofophy w4s exiled^ attd bigotry wor- 
(hipped. This affair of the petition did not . 
; here terminate. The religious wouia now be 
heard in their turn. They prefcntcd a recla- 
mation to thOfKing, in which they exprefs their 
horror for the late attempts of their unwor- 
ne Bene- thy brethren ; they vindicate the holinefs of 

divines con- 

h^s^aad* *^"" fr^^^> *hi^^ fii^gi^g at midnight, and 
' nSdrSlirt^ as their fliaven heads 5 all which they confider as 

a matter of 

f^ory. matters of gloiy, as well as religion. The 
whole performance is written in a flyle as 
uncharitable, as it is inimical to the modefly, 
and the mildnefs of true chriftianity. It is a 
. voluminous an4 heavy work ; the other was a 
light and elegant page. 

But the active hatred of thefe pfous adver- 
faries, could not remain filent. The fire of 
perfecution was not extinguifhed in 176^, It 
would be uninterefting to enter into a minute 
detail of this domeftic difcord of the Abbey of 
- - the Benedidines. It is neceflary, however, 
t» convey an idea of it's prominent charafter- 

iftics. 
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iflicSy as thefe give the fpirit of the intole^ 
ranee, and infatiable rancour of religious 
^natics. 

In 1769, although the unreformed party tri* 
umphed> they were hot fatisfied by a decifioa 
of their firft fuperior, and the community took 
this occafion to publifli another voluminous. 
Memoir e a Confulter. This brought forth a 
reply, concife, reafonable and conclufive. It 
expofes the internal contefts exifting in this 
congregation, frohi the earlieft period of their 
eftablifhment. The nation from thefe alterca- 
tions, learnt that the religious orders, like 
other. human inftitutions, were a continual 
prey to ambition, difcontent and intercft. At Miniften 

* ' prefer ;tc- 

this period it was peculiarly unfortunate for the ^^,'"0 til! 
church to expofe it's nakednefs. The govern- munitic$, 
ment began now to think lerioufly of reform- 
ing the monkiiG;! inftitutions, and the Bene- 
didtines Were one of the richeft focieties. 

Scandalifed at thefe public exhibitions, 
which for ibractime formed the reigning topic 

E3 of 



54 CLERGY. 

ofconverfation,a council was held bythe com- 
munity, in which it was agreed, to difavow 
the memoir In queftion, that it might only be 
confidered as the work of thofe reftlefs indi- 
viduals v^o had petitioned for their feculari- 
zation. Such controverfies appear to have 
been fome of the laft ftruggles between ex- 
piring bigotry, and that philofophy, on which 
the mind had now been nourifhed for a long 
tirtie, and which began to appear in the vi- 
gour of youth. 

I.^s*ord!!l?'' ^^ ^ 77^9 ^^^ religious orders excited more 
ror 'in the'" difguft thau ever in the public, by the follow- 

nation. 

ing pathetic iucident. About this time, a 
Nun, who was on the point of making her 
laft vows, hanged herfelf in the prefence of 
her parents, who obfliinately perfifted in ,de- 
' ' voting her to this vocation. This interefting 
circumftance afforded Mr. De La Harpe, a 
fine fubjed: for a tragedy, which he entitled 
*' The Nun," and in which, he inveighs with 
I poetical 
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poetical indignation againft thefe auftere infti- 
tutions. Such a drama could not be reprefented 
at Paris i and the author had recourfe to the 
protedion of one of the minifters, the Duke de 
Choifeul. He in return acquainted him, that 
the permiffion of publication remained with 
the chancellor 5 but at the fame tinie, the fen- 
timents are fo pleafing and congenial to bis own^ 
that he defired to become his. bookfeller^ and 
therefore fent him one thoufand crowns on 
account ^ of the edition. This anecdot? does 
great honour to the duke ; but it is given for 
the purpofe of fhewing the difpojition of the 
minijter^ at that period, refpcfting religious 
inftitutions. It may not be amii^ to add, -that 
the tragedy was never reprefented ; but .every 
where the author was invited to read it ; and 
it ferved to excite a warm indignation in the 
public againft fimilar inftitutions. 

In 1783, a fubjeft of the fame kind excited 
public attention. The convent of the nuns of 
St. Maude, had long been a theatre offcandalous 

E 4 fcenes^ 
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icenes^ ind of &naiical perfecutioii^. In the 
Ihonth of June^/ of that year, towards the fyll 
of ihc night, a niin cfcaped, and (he was fooij 
detefted. They haftened to inform the fupe- 
riori and flie immediately cried out to bring 
back the fair fugitive. Her whole flpck> 
ahirtiated by their zeal, take on themfelves the 
order which was direfted to the feryants. The 
doors are thrown open, and the nuns now par- 
fue their late companion through the ftrects. 
The runaway was the firft who reached the 
barrier of Saint Antoine. The others' call to 
the keepers to fhut the barrier, for that fhc 
was an apoftate. The keepers feeing in thi& 
fugitive nothing which concerned them ; 
nothing that was contraband ; no bundles to 
examine; without attending to the zealous 

* and breathlefs fifters, fufFer her to pafs ; and 
touched"by her tears and her intreaties, clofe 
the barrier againft her purfuers. In vain thcfc 
faints harrangued that it might be opened ; 
they were obliged to return to their fuperior, 

/ - who 
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jiriio reproved them for '.committing this pub- 
lic fcandaU and taking this opportunity of 
wandering about the ftreets. 

The unhappy fugitive tremblingly alive^ 
mm condudted to the djiredor^ who foftened 
her diftrefs by affuring her of hi$ protedlion. 
She told a concife, but powerful ftory of her 
griefs j that for a flight feult committed 
above a year ago, fhe had been rigoroufly 
imprifoned on bread ^nd water; that her 
punifhmerit was npfr only exceflive, but that 
^ccauic flie had by her indifcretion, revealed 
fome things beft knowii to the abbefs, fhe had 
incurred her hatred, and was threatened at 
every hour with a renewal of her perfecutions. 
That if ihe had <?ommitted ^ fin, in quitting 
a place where many fins had been committed, 
(he was willing to die, but never to return. 
The fimplicity of her addrefs afFeded the di- 
reftor, he put her under the care of his lady, 
tiH the archbifhop was informed of the whok 
matter, Jt is not known how this affair was 

concluciied. 
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concluded. The abbefs probably had fome 
friend at court. It was, for a long time, the 
converfation of Paris, and renewed the horror 
of thefe dreadful eftablilhments. It appears, 
.however, that the archbifhop permitted the 
unhappy nun to retire into another convent ; 
if fhe did this, it was like a runaway lamb that 
is received by a butcher ; who takes care to 
difenable it for the future of pradifing any 
fuch tricks.* 



Tnchigiier The prldc of thc Ecclefiaftics, appears 

lEcclefiaftics ' 

infoknt. pretty clear by the following anecdote. M. 
De Conflans, joked with the Cardinal de 
LrU)aies, becaufe he had a chevalier of the 
order of St Louis, for his train bearer. The 
proud prelate replied, that he always had one 
for this purpofe ; and the predeceflbr of this 
chevalier bore the name and arms of the 
Conflans. — It is a long while, anfwered the 
Marquis, that many unfortunate gentlemen 
in my family have been reduced a tirer le 

diabk 
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diahle par la queuey a gallic proverb to exprefs 
extreme mifery. His eminence was fb con- 
fuied at this lively reprimand, that he retired 
in hafte, and made the Dutchefs of Che- 
vreux, at whofe houfe he was, promife not to 
receive any more a man of wit, who did not 
refped: a cardinal. 

The Abbe Maury, in 1772, preached a fer- 
mon relative to St. Louis, before that formid- 
able literary body, the French acadamy. The 
old Cardinal De la Uoche-aymon, loaded 
with all, but academic titles, afpired to a 
place in this celebrated corps. A deputation 
from the academy was made to the cardinal, 
to folicit an abbey for our preacher ; a Angu- 
lar proceeding which had never yet been 
made, and which probably had never been 
made, had the academy not known the fecret 
wilh of this cardinal. The deputation re- 
ceived the moft flattering reception; nor was 
the abbey refufed. It was in this manner 

eclcfiafl:ical 
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ccclefiaftical honours were at the difpofal of 
an individual. Our cardinal bad lefs in view 
in this afFair, to recompenfe the talents of 
Maury, than to obtain for himfclf the firft 
. vacant chair in the academy. 

When this cardinal became the arch- 
bifhop of Rheims, he fuffered in his old age, 
the fatal confequcnces of his youthful liber- 
tinifm. Complaining one ^ay of the gout to 
his phyficiin, he Yaid that he fuffered the^ 
pains of the damned — What, my Lord, al- 
ready ? replied the malicious Efculapius. 

Thcaynrtrc Xhe followine; anccdotcs will fufficicntly 

and politics , 

x^dlf^^Z fliew the avarice and political views of the 
higher clergy : If thefe men thus oppreffed 
their helplefs brothers, what could be expefted 
from their general charader ? It furely fhews 
that mundane views alone occupied thefc 
fpiritual governors. 

It is neceflary to inform the reader that as 
the clergy in France paid no taxes, it was. 

ufual 
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uifual every five years to hiake a voluntary gift 
to his Majefty^ of a fum from twenty to thirty 
millions of livres, This levy was conduced 
by an affembly of the bifhops, who ufcd to 
affefs the ecclefiaftical property, in their 
diocefles, in whatever form they plcafed. It 
will appear that the bifhops laid the heavieft 
part of thefe contributions onltheir Cur/s, and 
fpared theftifelves. 

In 1777, I obferve the lower clergy loudly J^'^f^.['^J^J 
complaining of the heavy affefs under which ^"'"' 
they bitterly groaned. That the bifhops, in 
their diftrids, are unfeeling mafiers, who 
, grind their inferiors ; and while they are par- 
fimonious of contributing to the accuftomed 
levy, deprive, by their unmerciful exadions, the 
Cures of even a bare fubfiftence. The dreadful ' 
abufcs employed in the ecclefiaftical jurifdic- 
tion of Rhodez, gave, rife to remonftrances 
and petitions. They not only attacked their 
bifliop, but the general agents of the French 
<:lergy. At the head of thiefe complainants was 

3 the 
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the Abbe de Portelance. It was acknow- 
i„f ledged throughout Paris, that every article of 



The head < 



piaiSnT; oppreffion was founded ; and it was hoped 
that the period had arrived when the fufFerers 
would be relieved. 

But their adverfary was a politician by trade; 
and was familiarly acquainted with all the 
turnings of the court labyrinth.- In June, 
1778, he obtained a full condemnation of 
thefe remonflxants of his chapter, and a full 
pcrmiffion in future to exercife his dcfpctifm, 
by whatever modes of tyranny his ingenuity 
could devifc. The Memoires drawn up' againft 
him were fupprefled as libellous and fcanda- 
lous ; and the unfortunate Abbe received a 
Lettre de Cachet, which exiled him to a place 
of the moft dreadful folitude. 

In 1780, the government refolved to with- 
draw their terrible lettre. But the intriguing 
bifhop, as vindidive as politic, refolved to 
punifli for ever the indignant dipcefan who 
had dared to wreftle with his epifcopal op- 
preffion. 
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preffion. He was forbidden ever to enter his 
native city. It was thus a poor and fufFering 
honefty was puniflied, and a proud tyrannic 
bifliop triumphant. 

In 1777 an ingenious Journalift obferves, 
that the fpirit of that arbitrary and defpotic 
governmenti which formed the eflence of the 
clofe of the reign of Louis XV. was diiFufing 
itfelf in the various orders of the ftate, but par- 
ticularly among the higher ecclefiaftics, who 
now fecm more than ufually difpofed to exer- 
cife it, and cxaft a paffive obedience. The 
ferments which have exifted latterly at^ 
Rodez and Lyon, fpread into other diocefes. 
Three publications in anfwer to the bifliop of 
Lifieux's mandate to his Cures, were ordered 
to be fupprefled by a decree of the king's coun- 
cil, as containing dangerous propojitionsy tend-- 
ing to difiurb the public tranquility y and the 
refpeSf due to the minijiers of religion. 

Two years afterwards our Journalifl-, v^ho 

was 
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Was a flircwcd obfervcr of his tinac, thus writes: 
Anecdote of it is now fcvcral years that frequent conteft* 

thciUegal ' . ■ 

p^^^'°^'^« relative to epifcopal jurifdiftion, havd' been 
raifed by the bijhops^ who were for its enlarge- 
ment, and the Curh for its reftriflions; Iri 
1779, one of thefe ecclefiaftical diflentibns 
inadc a great n6ife- The biflidp of Chartres 
Was oppofcd by the Cure de Digny : The 
caufe came before the parliament at Tournelle,' 
and the bifliop^ to the ajionijhment and the loud 
upprobdtion of a crouded audience, was con- 
demned to refund 30,000 liv^res with which 
he had illegally taxed his Cures. 

What remained for Our drfcomfited prekte ? 
To be condemned in a court of law, at this 
period in France, was a matter of little con-^ 
^ fequence, if my lord hzA friends at court. To 
the court our bifliop had recourfe,and the eon* 
demnation of the paErliament at Tournelle was 
reverfed. Our prelate rofe ftronger from the 
earth on which he fell ; and the holy brother- 
hood felicitated each other, in the moft un- 
guarded 



CLERGY- 65 

unguarded terms of exultation, of the power 
they had acquired over- thefe hpneft ruftics 
their Cures, who had not yet found 2l friend 
at court. 

The year 1780, prefents us with at^other The cw^i 
fcene refpefting the oppreflcd Cures. Thofe '^t^^ 



of the province of Dauphiny> findingat length 
the infufficienc^ of their petty allowance, 
which I am informed was often reduced to the 
miferable pittance of five-hundred livres, and 
knowing that they could not truft to the 
aflembly of the qlergy, now preparing to be 
held, they thought it very neceflary, to em- 
ploy themfelves immediately on means to 
fliew his Majefty the urgent want of an aug- 
mentation of income, and without which 
they could not any longer fubfift. 

For this purpofe, to teftify that they were 
not led away by a refradtory fpirit, they 
humbly applied to their refpedive bifhops, to 
alk their permiffion to aflcmble; and they 
were refufed. They then had recourfe to their 

P parliament. 
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parliament^ who authorifed them. Two de'^ 
puties were immediately chofen to lay at the 
foot of the throne, a faithful pidhirc of thjeir. 
indigence. ' 

They an Arrfvcd at Parfs, thefc deputies prefented 

remauded to 

their pw. their petition themfehres, to M. Necker, who 
immediately cominnnicated it to the general 
agents of the- clergy. The firft ftcp of 
their biihops, was to obtain an order from 
the King, who enjoined thefe deputies lo re-^ 
turn to their provinces; which they were 
obliged to do the next day. Fortunately they 
had taken the wife precaution of printing their 
memoir ey to which they had joined the opinions 
of nine of the moft diftinguifhed counfels. 
The memoire was foon diftributed, and feizcd 
by the public 'with avidity; and if thefe op- 
preffed men could not obtain a relief from the 
defpotifm of their bifhops^ the true charafter 
of the latter was amply expofed, and their 
cruel vexations were as. fully execrated. 
Two years afterwards (1782) notwith^ 

(landing 
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landing their de|nlties had beeh expelled 
from Pari$, the affair they ftill confideredas 
only held in fttfpenfet They attempted to 
obtain juftice by another mode, aod the 
Cures of other provinces, uniting with them 
in the common caufe, a new alarm was 
{pread throughout the whole body of pre* 
latcs. The gefiefal agents of the clergy, to 
crulh all their attempts, immediately, ob- 
tained a declaration, regiflered in the parlia^ 
fnent of PiO'is^ which renews with vigour all 
the former prohibitions of the Cures of the 
kingdom, affembling without permiffion. 

In November of that year appeared Les 
Remonftrances des C//r/j, well written and with 
moderation. The nature of their aflemblies 
is there examined, and proved not to be 
illicit. The frequent edids obtained by- the 
intriguing bifliops, are fhewn to be not laws^ 
but illegalities. It had been objefted to thefe 
men, that the Cures of a diocefe, do not 
form a body. The author * eftabliflies their 
- Fa natural 
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natural and civil right in this rclpeft; dtjputed 

onXj^ he adds, by the higher clergy^ whofe 

conftant endeavour is to dejiroy the rights of 

the lower. Here follows a long detail of 

their ulurpations. The eloquent writer 

clofes by exhorting the Parliament to defend 

the opprefled paftors better than they had 

done, againft their tyrannic bifliops, by pro* 

curing them an honeft Efficiency; by ex- 

, • pofing their wants at the foot of the throne; 

by obtaining a more equitable partition of 

ecclefiaftical wealth, that the monftrous dif^ 

proportion may difappear, which places opu-- 

lence on onefide^ and almoft indigence on the 

other. 

Sometimes there were found men, even 
among the higher clergy, who appeared to 
be infpired by the views of the Philolbphers, 
and they thundered from the pulpit, decla- 
mations, which fhook the very foundations of 
the court; of one of thefe preachers the fol- 



lowing anecdote is curious: 
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Ik the Gazette de France, 28tK March 
1780,. is iiiferted this article of intelli- 
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gence. " There was no fermon on holy tuiR 
thurlHay, before the king, for the Abbe ^ » v^ 

^ . pring to 

d'Efpagnac, who wa$ to have preached that^^*^ is** 
day found hitn&K JudJenfy indilpofed, at the orcicr of tut 
moment he was ftepping into the pulpit, and 
rendered incapable of delivering his dif- 
courfe.*' Such is the account given gf this 
failure of the fermon; but the fecret fad is 
contained in the following anecdote. At 
that moment, an officer came to oyr abbe 
and informed him, that as the king knew 
that he was not welly he excufed him from 
performing his duty. The eloquent ordtor 
not, atiirft, underftanding the kind anxiety 
of the king, aflured the meflenger, that 
he was very fenfible of his. majefty's 
attention, but that he was very well. 
The officer perceiving the honeft fimplicity 
of our abbe, was obliged to explain himfelf 
in more dire£t terms, and leading him to a 
F 3 poft 
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poft chaife, made him return to Paris, and 

perhaps made our preacher really indifpolcd* 

This abbe was a young man, who had juft 

. entered iiito the career of literature, and 
fighed for relebrity; fbr this purpofe he 
broached fingular opinions, and bold parji- 
doxes. Having delivered a panegyric of 
Saint Louis, before the French academy, he 
had greatly offended the pious part of his 
auditors by giving the paffages which thie 

^ archbifhop of Paris had made him expunge' 
in his MS. He hSid taken ftill greater free- 
doms by his criticffins, and various ftric* 
tures on the clergy. Monfieur^ was the pa- 
tron of -the edclefiaftic party at court; to him 
they had recourfe on this occafion, and he, 
in confequence, fet the king againft the 
Abbe d'Efpagnac. Several days before Lent, 
his majefty fajd, " We have heard laft year 
a very unchriftian fermon (the Abbe Rouf- ' 
feau's) but this year we (hall not certamly/' 
This hint was gently given to the Abbe, by the 

' courtiers, 
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courtiers, but he was refblute, in not being 
intimidated* The archbilhop of Paris, and 
the great afanoner, were appointed to ex- 
amine his fermon before it was preached. 
They found, that not any part of it turned 
on the holy myftery of that day, but on a 
matter moft irrelevant, on a parallel be- 
tween royalty and defpotifm. Fearful that this 
might produce a difagreeable Jinfation^ they 
informed the Count of Maurepas, who, as 
political, as he was malicious, took this 
facetious method to fave himfelf a direft re-- 
fufal to the orator,, and at the iame time to 
teach him to be filent. 

Something of this kind had before happen* 
-ed at the fame place, and on the fame day, 
ihortly before the death of Louis XV, by 
the Abbe Beauvais,' who was allowed to thc jc^\^ 
preach before his Maiefly.notwithflanding he compycs 
addrefled himfelf to the court, in a moft un- ^"^ s«i*'°»«>- 
courtly ftrain. Our abbe refolved either to 
get into a bilhcipric, or into the baftile. He 
F 4 had 
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had the cojiragc to thunder from the pulpit 
againft the fcandalous life of Louis XV* 
He charaftcrifed his paiCon for Madame 
Du Barry, in a ftrong reprefentation of the 
manners of king Solomon, the] application 
of which was very obvious. " This 
monarch (faid he) ' fatiated with pleafure, 
and having experienced every kind of lubri- 
city^ which the court could furnifli to 
quicken debilitated appetite, fought out a 
new fpecies among the vile refufe of public 
The count, proftitution/ Madame Du Barry knew her 
ry threatcfts owti likcncfs, aud moved the king to punifh 

the preacher O r J 

him, but with his ufual mildnefs of dilpofi- 
tion, he obferved, that a preacher cannot 
always be anfwerable for . the applications 
which his auditors' might make. Madame 
Du Barry, however, wrote to our abbe, 
the following letter, iir the evening: 

Sir, Holy tburfday at nighty 1 794. 

Ycni have preached a very infolent dif- 

cdurfe 
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courfe to-day. In the room of ufing charity 
and moderation in your fermon, you had the 
audacity to refledt upon his majefty*s way of 
life, in the very face of his people; you made 
your attack upon him only, though you 
ought to have ufed gentlenefe towards him, 
and have excufed his frailties to his fubjefts. 
I do not think you were moved by a fpirit of 
chriftian charity, but excited by a lyft of am- 
bition, arid a fondnefs for grandeur ; thefe 
were the motives of your conduft. Was I 
in his majefty's place, you fhould be baniihed 
to fome obfcure village, and there taught to 
be more cautious, and not to endeavour to 
raife the people to r^^^/ againft the ruler God 
has put, over them. I cannot lay what the 
king may do, but you have prefumed too 
much upon his goodneis. You did not ex- 
peft from me a leffon for your condudl, 
' drawn from the chriftian doftrine and mb- ^ 
rality, but I would advife you for your own 
good to pay attention to it. I am, &c. 

The Countefs Du Barry. 

The 
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Th« Abhe The following anecdote alfo relates to 

Maury 

£j"iy1^foreP^e^ching befoTC thc kin^. The Abbe— I 
"^ beg Jiis, eminence's pardon-^now the Car- 
dinal Maury (wkofe immcafur^ble ambition 
is now gratified, imkfs he defires to become 
y Pope) in April 1781, preached before the 
Icing (Louis XVI) and afpiring tiben only at 
an abbey, attempted to attraft his majefty's 
attention, but feems to have taken the 
wrong road for royal promotioiau 

The fubjedl of his fernaon was charky. He 
took occaiion to make, ^ome flrifhires on 
hofpitals, and according to his cnfbom, (and 
it is no bad cuftom) introduced a variety of 
4inecdotety which iliuftrated his *)fefervati6ns* 

Thirteen He obfcfved that ^^numher oifomdlmgs in 

tboufand 

^"j^^J'/'s^j^ Paris, were increafing every day; that in 
-1 780, there were thirteen thouland, of which 
lic^laid, feven thouland had perifhed, through 
the waiit of proper attention, and good 
nurfes. The king, difplcafed with this ob- 
fervation, addrefled himfelf . to the great 

almoner 



CLERGY. 

almoner, who fent for die preacher, and told 
him, — ^^ Monfieur Fabbe, remember that ypu 
preach before the king, 4nd to the king. Be 
careful not to introduce things in your fer- 
mons, that are foreign and only relative to 
the adminiftration, of which you^ as well at 
the public y Ihould be ignorant ^ and above all, 
take care at leaft, thaft you do not fpread 
falfe anecdottis." ' *** ' ' - - 

Notwithftariding this admonition, our 
Abbe Maury, with a little moi*e caution; 
gave way to his feelings, and in a fermon, on 
calumny f quoted profane inftances- ofmiAtJler^ 
expofed to the malicious^ and called up on tbitf 
occafion, the Ihades of Sully, Colbert,- ai^d 
and without, naming Ijim, fp forpibly alluded 
to M. Necker, that the wKole objefl and 
defign of our political preacher was clear. 
All this greatly difpleafed the courtiers, who 
we^ alike guilty of the horrid fin of 
^ calumny. 

The abbe afterwards aflured his friends, 

that 
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that the king was fatisfied qf the truth of his 
anecdote refpe6iing the foundlings. He began 
Eow to hope for th^ bifhoprick. Such indeed, 
-^ was even then, his ambition for ecglefiaftical 
dignities, that he fufpended his attempts for 
a feat in the academy, becaufe it was hinted 
to him, that bifhops were often feen to 
become academicians but that no academic 
cian ever became a bifliop. His rivals were 
irritated to obferve the fbn of a cobler of 
Comtat, alpire to the prime honours of the 
epifcopal body* When they contemplate our 
illuflrious abbe in his red cap, theyihould 
at length be tau^t that merit is more valua- 
ble than their parchments. 

I find feveral fcandalous anecdotes relative 
tp bifhops, I may be allowed to give one or 
two ; as I propofe afterwards to give one, of a 
moft Angular kind, for it is an aft of heroic 
benevolence, rare among all perfbns, but 
ftill rarer among bifhops. 

It is very certain that the higher clafs of 

the 
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the prelates poffefling immoderate iacoxtieSt 
diffipated them, like lb many finful Laics. 
Although their debauched njanriers were 
well known at Paris, the bifhops at leaft en- 
deavoured to conceal them, and to facrifice 
any thing rather than to be brought forward 
as aftors oh the public ftage, by expofiiig them- 
felves in a court of juftice. Madame deMarig- 
nan, a lady of greater beauty than fortune, 
found an adniirer in the Sieur Chariot, a Che- anecdote of 

a biihop. 

valier of the order of St. Louis. This gentle- 
man having infinuated himfelf into her goqd 
graces, had been too premature, in his afFec- 
tion, fb that her indifcretion appeared be- 
fore the parfon had been employed. The 
lady was obliged to lie in fecretly. Chariot 
from a lover became a traitor, and forfbok 
the fruit of his own planting. She cited him 
in a court of law. The knight to draw 
himfelf out of this intricate afiair, declared 
to the Lieutenant de Police, that he was 
ready to pay his Jhare rcfpeding the child; 

but 
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hilt that he was far from beings the only 
father, and that he would. prove the'bifliop 
of Angers had, at Icaft, made a leg or an 
arm. The bilhop informed by the niother 
of the projeft of the Sieur Chariot, and 
alarmed at the public notoriety which this 
might occafion, he todk on himfelf, to 
filencc all parties, the care of the mother, 
the grand mother, and the little one. 

The bifhop of Saint Brieux, (who, as he 
is flill living, I Ihall not give his prefent 
title) was fuppofed to have as great a lubri-^ 
city as any of his brothers. In one of his 
amorous purfiiits, (and he did not as carefully 
conceal his amours as others) he prefled a 
fair lady with a vehemence of paffion, but 
had forgot the ufual precaution of locking 
the door. The hufband enters at the unhap- 
pieft moment poffible; the lady does not lofe 
her fagacity; and feigns that the bifhop is 
attempting to violatfe her'honour. She feizes 
the fword of her hufband, and plunges it in 

I the 
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the tliigh of the ravilher. .The bifhop hu- 
milated, confufed, aiid wouaded, retired to 
his chamber. This was a faihionable topic 
ia 1767; the addrefs of the lady was greatly 
admired, and the courtiers confidered k as a 
miracle, that a bifhop ihould be wounded in woundc^iby 

* , a lady with- 

the thigh without injuring his culotte.bj^jj^'^ 

Louis XV. laughed; but the. bifhop of 

Orleans, alarmed at the declining honours of 

the epifcopacy, thought proper to write to 

the aftembly of the clergy that it was a 

calumny invented by fomc malicious perfmi; 

It is faid, however, that my Lord yet bears 

the mark of the wound; like Jacob, whp 

wreftled with a celeftial, and not a terreftial 

angel. 

In 1767, while the reformation of the An allegori- 
cal print of 

religious Orders was agitated, a fatirical and ^Jl^^j;^"^^ 
allegorical print, was publiflied, which^ 
beeaufe it had great truth, proved' moft 
ojflfenfive to the higher clergy. It will not be. 
improper to defcribe this caricitura. The 
^ • ' . five 
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five archbiihops who were for the reforma-. 
tion of thefe orders, that is, for appropriating 
aad feizing on thefe revenues for the ufe of 
the court, were thus charaderifed. The 
archbifhop of Rheims, is placed oppofite the 
Roipifh church, imaged under a female 
form which is making mouths, or grimaces 
at him. A courtier is prefenting a blue rib- 
bond to the archbifhop of Aries, to whom he 
kneels while the courtier, reaching at the 
filken honour, the other holds it out of his 
reach. A hunt of houiids and huntfinen 
captivates the eye of the archbifhop of Nar- 
bonne, who is now in England. The arch- 
bifliop of Toidoufe has lying on his table two 
volumes of the Encyclopedia^ open at the 
words Celibacy and Monks^ lubjefts on which 
it is fuppofed he had written. The arch- 
bifhop of Bourges is prefenting a nofegay, to 
a fmart gay lady, whofe meretricious drefs 
fufficiently indicates her trade. On the 
other fide are the monks of the difFereat 

orders. 
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orders, reprefcntcd with iall the attributes of 
penitence, fiich as hair fliirts j Cfutifibces, 
&c; in a6ts bf devotions At the bottom of 
the whole is the following inlcriptiori, *^ It 
is tbtfe men who would reform tbofeV^ 
. This pafquiitade would foon have been in 
every body's hands, had the five biihops not 
iiltrig\ied tb ftojp the lale; but, however, a 
feW copies are preferved by the curious. 

The diflblute manners of the French pre* 
lates, afe now, I prefume, Hifficietitly de- 
monftrated ; not lefs evident are the internal 
difcords exiiling among the clergy. 
» 

But I ftop to relieve this difagreeable itetch^^^^^'^ 
by im anecdote which reflefts fingular honour lic BiAopT 
bn a bilhop^ who appears to have a6led in a 
manner which a philofopher will confiider 
Worthy of a Roman hero, and a Chriftian, of 
a primitive apoftle. 

The archbifliop^of Auch, (who, by the way, 

Was not a literate perfonj nor a phihfopher) 

.^' G being 
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beiii^ at Pam in 1781, \*^as prcfent at z 
dreadful fire^ and feielng in the nudftt>f the 
flamed St mother and her child, he dffered; 
any one eight hundred, and afterwards 
twelve hundred livrcs, to attempt the peril- 
ousf a6t of faving them. None ventured. 
It' was' then our biihop, tranfported with a 
*eal trufely apoftolical^ precipitated himfclf 
amidfl: the flames, and brought forth in his 
arrtis thefe viftims! This a£t of benevolence 
and ciVical devotion was for a long time not 
credited, till it was fully confirmed* It 
formed a ftriking contraft to thofe miore 
philofbphical prelates, whofe days were dif- 
folved in the luxury and fervitude of courts, 
and who rarely exerted themfelves but in 
levying new taxes on their Cures. 

Wk muft now return to the dHagreeabIc 
contemplation of the diflblute manners of the 
higher clergy, the following anecdote \Vill 
fcrve for this purpofc. 

One 
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One De C ■ ■ » a i^an of a free scandalous 

anecdotci 

charafter, and whofe extravagancies had been 
hitherto fupplied by the generofity of his wife, 
irritated that flie had refufed to give hina any 
more money for his ruinotis expences, re- 
folved to expofe her to the town-talk. Ma- 
dame de C , who liad been a liiiftrefs of 

Louis XV. was acquainted with many pre- 
lates, through the means of hfer fon, the Abbe 
de Bourbon, the illegitimate offspring of this 
monarch. The Abbe Boifgelin was as hand- 
fome and nervous a confeflbr as the moft re- 
fined feniale Parifian could defire. One night 
after fupper he had retired with Madame de 

C into her bed chamber; the malicious 

hulband difturbing the confeflbr and his 
penitent, broke into the room, and ufed harfh 
language to his wife and the Abbe, whom in 
his paflioH he attempted to ftrike. The 
robuft Abbe proved too ftrong, and felled 
him with the fire-{hoveL Madame de 

C in the mean while, had tiirown 

G z open 
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open the window, and called the watchman* 
All this formed a moftfcandalous fccne. The 
commiflary enters; takes down the various 
depofitions; and the next day informs the 
minifter of this noify affair. M. de Maurepas 
fends for the Abbe, and reprimands him for 
being at fuch an hour ^ tete-a-t^te with a 
AnAbb^ pretty woman. The Abbe defends himfelf, 
ftf/frrc- and faid that he could not do better than fol- 

pilarcon- 

offevcrar^*^ low the example of fuch and fuch prelates 
^' whom he named. — The facetious minifter 
replied — Not at all, fir; to do thefe things, 
wait till you become a itybop yourfelf. 

The Abb^ Boifgelin was one of thofe un- 
happy viiSlims who perifhed at the Abbayc, • 
on the fecond of September, 1792. The 
nation did not think of him till he had the 
imprudence, to prefent himfelf to the com- 
mittee of his fe<Sion, to afk for the money the 
nation owed him for his living: Inflead of 
paying him they reproached him with his 
ariftocracy, but bid him return the next day 

• ••- ^ 
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to be paid. As he was not dull of comprip^ 
henfion, he perceived, that they were more 
defirous of colleding proofs to imprifon him^ 
than money to relieve him. He hid himfelf 
in a garret at the Luxembourg, but having 
been deteded, by the vifit which the munci- 
pal ofHcers made fhortly after round Paris, 
he was then conduced to the Abbaye, where 
he was maflacred. It is faid, that he de- 
fended himfelf to the laft, and did not die 
without having firft avenged himfelf on one 
pf his afTaffinSr 

A wprk publiftied in 1782, claims partiTApuWioi. 

tion on the 

cukr attention. It is entitled, " Letters on '?f l.?^"'* 

ofthcClcrgy 

the a<aual State pf the Clergy, &c." The 
author aims at re<^kindling the expiring 
8:eal for the churph, which he fays is nearly 
extmguiihed in all hearts. In his firft, or iur 
troduftory letter, he deplores the abandonment 
of religious difcipline j even, he fays, for 
children, elements of fedudipn have been 
fermed, and even in Lent, while the pulpits 
G J rcf6^n4 
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refound with groans and reprchenfions, every 
fource of voluptuoufnefs remains open. After 
this lively and energetic pifture of the times, 
^hc lays all the guilt on the heads of the cliurch, 
who have forfaken its interefts ; who vegetate 
in luxury and inadtion ; and to thofe Chriftian 
orators, who having become tolerarnt, arc no 
more than the feeble echoes of thofe thunders 
which brought terror and alarm in the hearts 
of the people. 
The Modern In his fccond letter he defcribes a modern 

biihops 

a.fcnbed. i^ip^^p^ jj^ jg ^ t^gjj^g h^l£ j^Qjy^ h^if profane, 

who, concealed under the facred livery, is in 
reality a philofophical apbftate, whofe objeft is 
to purge France of all the errors of its govern- 
ment; whok prindp/e isy that the public good 
is the only religion of a Jlate. He is not the 
man of God, the fucceiUbr of the Ambrofcs 
and the Chryfoftoms; he is a minijierial 
jockey I a fccondary fpring which affifts the 
great wheel of politics, and is only zealous 

for 
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£)r VEaa^rifme chil, whicb^ be adds, m^ 
be ^aSed the epidemic difeafe of the times ! * 

In die following letters he entprs into a 
cui^ious detail of .the x:hiefs and principal 
agents of this revolution. His portraits drawo 
wi^ vigour, yet, with a pprfeQ.refemblawe, 
ihew what chambers then prefidcd in Uie 
ch^-ch. All intriguers; men of the world, 
and of the ^ourt. All continually fecre^ly plot* 
tiflg, or publicly propagating opinions which 
are.defigned.tp ihew a contempt for received 
opinions and popular preJ4d|ces. All m^i of 
the 190ft debauched manners, yet preaching 
what they call les^grwdes Mce^rs. G^unefters, 
jockies, libertines, petit maitres, and deC^ 
peradoes« 

This Uttle work, in confequence of the 
freedom of its ftriking reprefentations, was im- 
mediately ftopt by the court ai^d the prelates^ 

The non-refideiice of the French Qlcrgy, 
in their diocefes, was not lefs remarkaUe, 

G 4 than 
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than among our own. Bifliops rievelling ia 
every Ipecies of vohiptuoufhefs, and well 
known at Paris, were often never fcen by 
jany of their diftant flock. The murmurs of 
the public, appear to have reached the 
rcfidcnceof thronc, for in oftober, 1784, the following 

the Biihops ' ^ 

^li^i^ circular letter was addreffed by the minifter 

dignatiofi. 

to the biihops. It is not indeed written with 
Ipirit or elegance. ^* The king having fixed 
particular attention. Sir, on the importance 
of your fun6lions, and of the advantages he 
gathers from your duties, as from that of 
religion, your edifying conduft, and your 
daily cares; his majefty orders me to inform 
you, that he defires, that you would the 
greater part of the year refide in your diocefe, 
and not quit it without having firfl: obtained 
hi? permiffion. You have given. Sir, too 
many proofs of your zeal for the king, that 
his majefty (hpuld not be perfuaded that you 
will fully enter into his views with a warmth. 
equal to their juftice. The intention of his 

majefty 
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majefty is then, that whenever you are 
obliged to ^bfeixt yourfelf from yotir diocefe, 
you will firft inform me of it, as alio of the 
time that you think your affairs may call you 
away. It will be alike my duty, and my plea* 
fore, immediately to convey to his majefty 
your wifli, and to inform you of what he 
ihall pleafe to decide^' 
. This circular letter produced feveral plea- 
fant attempts to ridicule it. TheSifliopsthem- 
felyes only could confider it as unjuft. How- 
ever long xh&firfi period xxi2iy be found to an 
afthmatic reader, arid however ill the whole 
may be written, no wit can deftroy the f ea- 
fonablenefs of it's objeft ; whether regarided 
in a political or religious light. But the izSt 
was, that the bifliops had too long'familiar- 
ifed themfelvcs to the diifipations, intrigues, 
and pleafures of Paris, tp prefer a refidencc 
in their diocefe; far from operas, and opera 
girls» They perhaps were defirous of re- 
forming the modern Babylon by the rc<^tude 

of 
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of their coftdud, the fimplicity of their man- 
ners, and the evangelical purity of their 
lives. But, alas ! a French bifhop at Babylon, 
was a mere Babylonian. One of thefe 
tation*o7?" ti&ops, who had in the. early part of his life, 

Bifhop 

'^St^lru ^^^ brou^t up very diftant from the metro- 
poHs, in returnmg to his diocefe, in <:onjfe- 
quence of the king's order, who had cenflired 
his refidence at Parie of feveral years, faid, 
." I pafled the greater part of my life 
in dediring to fee Paris; I am now going to 
pafe the reft in regretting it's lofe." Such 
were the mundane delights which attrafted 
the meditations of the fpiritual paftpr ! 

Among the beft latirical pieces which the 
minifterial letter (which refembles a /ettre de 
cachet) produced, is to be diftinguifhed, a 
petition from the young Demotfelles of Paris;, 
to the Baron of Brctueil. It is too long, and 
indeed improper for the public eye; but the 
clofe of this petition of the courtefans is 
too ftriking a r€5)refentation of the manners 

of 
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af [the ckrgy, to be paffcd over in filence. 
It is as follows : . 

^ * Yes, my Lord, our greatcft pftrfits, Petition of 
our moft certain reventies, proceed from the gi|Jf^*5^** 
clergy. Tlieir wealth is eftimated inFrance,at PmT ** 
one hundred and tix>enty millions rflhresinc&mif 
Well! The half, perhaps, pafles into- our 
hands, which afterwards k continually given 
to the government by the multitude of it's 
fpies and officers, who are unceafingly har- 
raffing us. In exiling the biihops from Paris, 
you immediately ftop this circulaticm, not 
only, that part which proceeds from them, 
but from their croud of fiibalterns, and at- 
tendants, fuch as reftors, curates, abbes, 
clerks, fccretaries, agents, and train bear* 
ers, of all which, every bifhop has at leaft 
twenty. There is a general emulation 
through all the ecclefiaftical body both fecu- 
lar and regular, to imitate their bifhops. 
It is not eafy to calculate the efFefts of this 
emulation, which muft now be extinguished 

m 



9^ . CLERGY. 

in a j^etnote retirement. The prelates aft«r 
having gradually accuftomed themfelves tp 
every fpecies of luxury, will now give them- 
felves up to aapthcr paffion; to that of ava- 
rice, which^ when the pther ceafes, always 
rules over them, and which, ^ccpr^ing to 
Mably, is the mpft pernicious to the nation. 
*^ All this confidered, your lordfliip wjU 
pleafe, to revoke the letter of exile of the 
bifhops, and fiifFer them to return to Paris, 
where they will be infinitely mof-e ufefuj 
than in thejir dipc^f^y" 

The Clergy jp thc biflioos did not aid the caufe of reli-, 

unanimous ■■• 

caufe." gion by their own morality, it is apparent 
that they were extremely zealous in * the 
common caufe. They ever attempted tp 
ftrengthen their alliance with the governr 
ment, and informed the court from their 
pulpits, that religioh was the bafis of einpire. 
It was thus in June 1772, that the bifhpp pf 
Treguier, in his fermon, difplayed and. at- 
tacked 
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mon 
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tackfed fiic growing impiety of France, and tlicf 
tolerance 6i "wYiich^ our orator confidered as aJ^^oT^*^ 
national crime, fince through this miftakentheuKof 

Church and 

tend6rti6fs, at every hojar, . it was extending ^^*^*^- 
it's dreadful frogrefsy and infefting the whole 
kingdom. — So far the true fbilofopber may 
agree with the bilhop. But it is rarely in his 
power to continue with one throughout? a 
*iDbole fermon. The cloven foot of worldly 
fordidnefs, always peeps out from beneath 
the purple robes of epifcopacy. So it was, 
at leaft,' with our bifliop ; for he divided his 
fermon into two parts. In the firft he proves, 
that religion does every thing for the Jiate% 
and in the - fecond, infinuates,- that the Jiate 
Jl)ould do every thing for religion. This needs 
no other commentary but that which pre- 
fents itfelf to every thinking mind. In Ibme 
parts of this fermon it appears, that he laid 
a great ftrefs^ with an epifcopal haughtinefs, 
on that vile prejudice— the honour of a noble • 
birth. Such dofirines fhew as. little good 

3 {Qn(cy 
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* feckfe^ as they eviace morality. A biihop 
ihouki now preach in a very different ftyle 
to that which was ufed for the good people 
of the laft ccatury . He fliould recolle6l that 
he is addreiiiag himfelf to an aflembly of 



mem^ 



^i««7» In 1784, ,a new fiibjed for the diihonqui; 
Mt!^°the of the clergy, appeared in the remonftrance 

great Al- 

c^ the parliament of Paris, againft the Car* 
dinal de Rohan for his mal-adminiftration 
of die hofpital of the ^inze^Fingts. This 
remonftrancc is replete with fa£^s fo minute, 
fo circumftantiated, and fo numerous, and 
indeed of fuch public notoriety, that it 
became an indiipeaiable duty to preient his 
majefty with the horrid pi6lure. Thele fa6ls 
are of three' kinds. The firft concern the 
delpotifm of the great almoner ; the fecond, 
on the deficiencies of his afTets, by which it 
appears that he could i^ot account for a 
milikn of livres ! and die third, prove to 

what 
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what an exceis^ of Ikentiettihefs that reli« 
gious houife had arrived; in that afylum of 
penitents, nothing was to be found but icenes 
of lewdness and horror; nor the churchy nor 
the altslr hsld been fpared ! 

The. intrigues of the ckrftr furniflied scandaiouj 
continual matter for the town-talk, and 
every day produced a faint who afted like a 
mere heretic. In 1 785, the bifliop of C— — 
afforded fbme mirth to the faihionable 
ieircles. This prelate became pafiionately 
fond of the wife of a coachman of the 
Count d'Artois, What an honour for the 
honeft wife of a coachman to receive the 
embraces of a bifliop ! How could a catholic 
fair refift fb much love and dignity ? The ap- 
pointments of our bvers were fixed at thofe 
hours when the hufband was employed in , 
driving the count. It happened, however, 
that the coachman was infomxed of their 
rendezr^ous, and retumiog home at an un- 

a txfual , 
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ufual hdur, forces thfc ddofi and difctf^cirJ inf 
Lord> the bifhop/ wkhout his pontifical hai^ 
bits. He threatens every thing, and the 
prelate trembling for his dlffionouf, grants 
' every thing. The coaehmin lays his danSagefe 
at a thoufand crowns ; and returns virith the 
bifhop's draft to his carriagCi In the mean 
time the count had been obliged to make ufe 
of another; our coachman implores on his 
knees his forgivcnefs; tells the ftory and pro^ 
duces the note. The count kughsj takes 
the note, and haftens to amufo the .Royal 
family with the epifcopal frailty. The queefi 
laughed} but his Majefty ordered that the futn 
fhould be doubled, and exiled the bifhbp td 
his diocefe« 

But we leave thefe fcandalous anecdotes 
in which we have fometimes indulged. The 
harvcft was fo piendftil as to invite the fickle 
oftencr than we wifced. . It is greatly to the 
honoof jof thabiflibp of Amiens a virtuous 

- prelates 
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prelate, that in 1785, when the court feifed 
e^ery opportunity of rendering itfelf mafter ^[J^^Pj^^ 
over the aflembly of the clergy, the bi£hop Ws right, 
oppofed it with a refolute perfeverancc, of 
which the debauched and fervile eccleiiaflics 
of France give fuch few prooft. The court 
had contrived to have this aflembly compcfed 
of thofe prelates, who were its minions. Of 
this number they wanted to exclude the 
worthy bifhop of J\miens, who was to un- 
tradable for their purpofe; but this eccle- 
fiaftic refufed to confent to the wifhes of the 
minifter; he declared it was his turn, and that 
he would maintain his right. The decifion 
was given in his favour. He then faid that 
he was fatisfied in having maintained and 
njade known the right of his feat, and that to 
prove that he was not guided by any view of 
ambition or turbulence, he renounced appearing 
in the aflfembly. This was very gladly ac- 
cepted by the court, who replaced him by 
the bifliop of Noyon, who was too complaifant 

H not 
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not to receive all its inftruftions. If the 
bilhop of x^miens is to be applauded for his 
manly conduct in aiTerting his right, he is to 
be cenfured for not ocx:upying his place, with 
the fame dignity he had obtained it. But he 
well knew that to combat with the court was 
to fight with a Hydra» whofe heac^ he could 
never diminifh, but who pf obably might have 
done fome injury to his own. 

But if thefe affemblies of the clergy were 
generally compofed of the creatures of the 
court, they, in their turn, were t<3 be in- 



The Court 
nfes mean 



Lbt^^rfuges" dulged in certain matters. It Mras thus in 

to humour 

the clergy. 1785, that a decree of the King's council,' 
dated ' the third of June, lupprcfles the new 
» edition (that of Beaumarchais) of the complete 
works of ^ Voltaire. This was -a gratification 
given as a douceur to the clergy, who, at 
this nioment, were aflembled to make their 
iidial gift to the king. But to what amounted 
this illufive gratification? Beaumarchais had 

already 
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already been permitted publicly to fell all his 
copies above three months anterior to the 
edift * yet it was publiflied with all poffible 
parade. * Two copies were pafted at the door 
of Beaumarchais. The fuppreffion is faid to 
be made becaufe a part of -thefe works is 
inimical to religion and moral3; and tending 
to fhake the foundation of order, fociety, and 
all legitimate authority. All printers, book- 
fellers, diftributors, &c. are commanded to 
bring their copies to the government. — But 
the edition had been already fold! . New 
efforts were, however, made by the arch- 
bifhop of Aix and others, to fupprefs this 
edition : In their remonftrance they fay, that 
they faw with grief the editor induftrioully 
multiplying editions at a low price, that every 
clafs of fociet]^ might purchafe them, fo that 
none can efcape corruption. Another ediift 
was fent forth in confequence. Beaumarchais 
had then received a confiderablc number of 
copies i but the farce was fo well aded, that 

H i ' before 
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before the pplicc examined his warehoufts, 
they gave him notice of their intended vifit 
feveral days before they came! To fuch 
mean fubterfuges did the court fubmit itfelf to 
prefcrve and humour the friendfhip and aid of 
the ecclefiaftical power. 

The p<:rfe- Among the many important caufes whi^h 
thfcaufes of Produced the revolution j is to be numbered 
tion of the that of the perfecuted Proteftants>. and the 
continual attempts of the clergy to opprcfs, or 
rather to annihiliate the race. In France, the 
proteftants (as in England the diflfenters) were 
deprived of their privileges ; and a marriage 
between a proteftant and a catholic, did not 
hold good. Often did the papal thunder re- 
found from, the pulpit. In 1785, a preacher 
at Paris ftrongly exhorted the good people of 
France to conftrain their proteftant fellow 
citizens to educate their children in the 
catholic religion; by this means, obferved 
the furious prelate, the future generation will 

be 
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htpurifiedy and the whaie race will be finally 
ixtinguijhed. This fanatic, (can it be cre- 
dited ?) made friends by this dreadful exhor- 
tation, among a part of the clergy. Such 
maxims were, however, the laft ftruggles of the 
expiring ccclefiaftical fa<9ion of France. The 
Frotefiants have greatly contributed towards 
the revolution and it is them, perhaps, who, 
ander the prote<^ion of Necker, hifiifelf a pro- 
teftant and their patron, who have been the 
fccret fpritigs of that treatment wliich the 
catholic clergy have received. 

It muft alfo be remembered, that the The lo^er 

dcrgr »ni- 

higher clafs of the clergy opprefled the lower. J^'^^^i^ ^i^« 
Thefe, confifting of an army of Curh and 
Ftcairesy had a great afcendancy over the 
minds of the people i and it is but natural to 
fuppofe that the opprefled would not fpeak 
favourably of their oppreflbrs. There is no 
doubt that the archbifhops, the bifliops, and 
the cardinals, were painted in their tru? 
H 3 colours; 
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colours; and that their indigent agents did not 
fee without indignation, the lazy opulence 
and unevangelical voluptuoufnefs of their 
lords. They procured all the publications at 
Paris againft them, and induftrioufly com'^ 
municated and explained them to their parifh-- 
ioners* Necker was fo ftrongly perfuaded ot 
the power which the lower clergy poffeffci 
Ncckcr's over the people^ that he feid, when in place, 
onj^he^iower ,, j^ j^ ^j^j^ ^^ic lower ckrgy that I will 
humiliate thefe cardinals and arcbbiJhopSy and 
will reduce them to what they were in the 
primitive church.'^ He never renounced this 
projed; and this proje<9: has been fully ac* 
complifhed ! 

The following anecdotes and obferyations 
clofe this article with propriety. They bring 
forward the refpedable minifters of religion. 
Two of the anecdotes we have already 
noticed; but as they are given in rather a 
Hiflferent manner it will not be improper to 
prefent them here as we received them. 

Xbe 
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The French bifhops during the clofe of the ^^ ^^ 
reign of Louis XV. and the whole of that of^^^fL^L; 
Louis XVI, were divided into adminiftrative 
and evangelical biihops. 

The former were fuch as without any right 
biified themfelves in the management of the 
kingdom and its finances; thefe meddling pre^ 
latcs always abfcnt from their diocf fes, com- 
monly refided in the metropolis; crowded 
in the anti-chambers of minifters, cringed 
in the gallery of Ver failles, and entered 
into all the intrigues of courtiers, Thefe 
bi(hop$ caballed to obtain the richeH: bene- 
' 6ces> they wafted in pleafures, the patrimony 
of the church and the poor, abandoniiTg the 
care of their diftrifts to fubaltern hands, and 
imperioufly prefcribed to their clergy the laws 
of refidence, which themfelves infringed in io 
fcandalous a manner. At their head we muft 
place the cardinal Lomenie, who was all his 
life ambitious of the adminiftration of affairs-, 
;ind when he obtained it, not only difplayed 

H 4 a per* 
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a pcrfcd ignorance of all government, but 
haftened ftill more the fall of that of France, 
by completing the difordcr of its finances. 
Anecdotes Thc kttcr wcre religious Pontiffs, conftant 

■Ad charac- 

''jraiTi"' r^fid^^*s in their diocefes, daily occupied in 
°^*' upholding religion and manners, by their 
lefTons and their example. The number of 
thefc was pxtremely fmall; amongft them 
we may diftinguifh, M. Beaumont, arch-- 
biftiop of Paris, M. De Herce, bifliop of St. 
Dol, M. de la Marche, bifliop of St, Pol de 
Leon, (whofe virtues* England at prefcnt 
admires) and M- de Machaqt, bifliop of 
Amiens. This laft had fucceeded in that fee, 
M. de la Motte d'Orleans, who ihone in thc 
Gallican church, in the latter years of Louis 
XV. and of whom, therefore, we fliall relate 
fome anecdotes. 

M. de la Motte d'Orleans, was a prelate of 
jhe moft diftinguifhed merit, and the moft 
exemplary life. Vice itfelf did homage to his 
virtues. When the concerns of the French 

2 ^^^m 
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Clergy called him to Parts, he was accuftomed 
to vifit the king at Vcrfaillcs. Louis XV. and 
the Dauphin his fbn, whei> they heard he was 
in the antichamber, would come and ieeJk him 
out in the throng of courtiers, and lead him 
into their apartment. After their conver- 
fation, which the princes prolonged as much 
aspoffible, the king himfclf would reconduct: 
the prelate, and ufed to fay, embracing him 
when he took leave ; pray God for . me, 
bifhop, for you arc a faint on earth. To a ous^ '^t 

gem of a » 

piety truly angelick, and auftere manners, this ^^ ]*"- 
good prelate joined a gaiety of mind and ame- tain money 

for his poor, 

uity of charadker, which won him all hearts, a^abau. 
One day his purfe, which was truely that of 
the poor, being exhaufted, he learnt, that the 
Intendant of Amiens, ,was to give a fuperb 
ball to the ladies of the city, his induftriou,s 
charity availed itfelf of that circumftance to 
replcnifli it. Inftead of retiring to reft, at 
ten o'clock in the evening, he orders the hbrfcs 
to his carriage, gets an to it, and bids his fer- 

vants 
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vants drive to the hotel of the Intendant. 
The ball was commenced when the bifhop 
arrived,, at his fight the ^vomen, all fuperbly 
drefled, fled on all fides, to different parts o£ 
the hotel. To ftop this difarrangement, the 
Intendant intreated the biihop to fliep into 
another apartment, to fettle the matters 
which brought him there. I have no bufi- 
nefs to treat on, fays the good man, I am 
eighty years of age, and have never ieen a ball; 
I am come therefore to yours; fo I beg you 
will reaficmble the ladies. The difperfed and 
ailoni(hed troop are coUefted with trouble. 
At laft they furround the bifhop, his gaiety 
encourages them, he is invited to dance: You 
dance ladies, fays he, and I rejoice at it, 
but in the mean while, my poor arc without 
bread, and drowned in tears. It is for thofe 
who divert themfelves, to dry up their griefs ; 
behold their purfe, fays the worthy bifhop, 
you fee it is empty. We will fill it, my 
lord, reply the ladies, but on condition ithat 

you 
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you dance. Willingly cries the prelate. The 
collection goes round, and the fubfcriptions 
were confideratlle : the biftiop is fummoned 
to the dance. It is true, fays he, that I hare 
promifed, but I forgot to tell you, that ther^ 
are two days in the week that I cannot dance, 
let me fee what day are we. Tuefday, mjr 
lord. Sure, I am very forry, but that is pre- . 
cifely^one of my excepted days, I muft there-* 
fore put off my engagement, but pui?fu* 
yours, and I wifh you good night. 

There was commonly a company of the 
king's body guards at Amiens, One of them 
laid a w^ger, that he would fwallow a half-^ 
crown, and did fo ; but he fell ferioufly ill* 
The . faculty could not fucceed in. making 
him bring forth the piece, and fomebody men- 
tioned the matter to the bifhop of Amiens. 
They do not know, fays he, the means to cure 
him^ but I could tell theYn an excellent onej 
let them fend the foldier to the Abbe Terrai> 
I (then 
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(then miniftcr of finances) he knows how to 
get out money from every where. 
Carious It). ^^ ^^^ ^' Paris, when Madame Louifa of 
Biih^fadN France, was made a Carmelite. He went to 

ifing the bi- /• i i /• ' 

*o|w- Vifit that princefs,* w'ho had juft renounced 
all the plcafures of the court, to bury herfelf 
in folitude. The parlour was full of bifliops 
and nuns. M. d' Amiens, placed himfelf in 
it corner of the apartment, making obferva* 
tions and faying nothing, and was fome 
time unnoticed. The princefs perceived him, 
and afked the prelate, why he took no part 
in the converfation. I afk pardon, madam, 
returned he, but I was dreaming. Dreaming, 
returns the princefs, do me the favour, I en- 
treat, to communicate your dream. The 
bifhop, after fome intreaty, complies. 1 
dreamt, madame, fays he, that I was at the 
Gate of Heaven, St. Peter wa*s infidel, with 
his keys, and I without, obferving thoie who 
applied for admifiion. The firft who pre- 
fcntcd himfelf, was a Carmelite, and Peter let 

hire 
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hitn in without faying any thing. A fecond 
came and pafled the fame ; a third came, and 
Peter let him enter, but appeared tired; at 
length a fourth arrived, my God, fays Peter, 
we fee none but thofe fellows; pafs on. I thank 
you, faid the princefs, for fo adroit a conapli- 
ment, but continue to detail the fequel. The 
prelate refitted fometime, but his brethren, the 
bifhops, prciEng him equally to proceed, well 
fey s the prelate, I next faw a bifhop arrive ; the 
company all afked him eagerly what St. Petec 
faid. He faid, replied he, that on account 
of the rarity of the cafe, the folding doors 
fliould be opened; but afk me no more, for 
I Was myfelf, fo aftonifhed, that furprifc 
awakened me. The poignancy of the kffon 
is as obvious as the compliment. 

It is ajdifgufting prejudice, worthy remark, 
in the French church, that the bifhops were 
perfuaded, that the epiicopal feats, and the 
rich abbeys, ought to be the exclufivc pro- 
perty of noble ecclefiafticks. The govern- 
ment 
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itoent, whicli required in an officer of a regl* 
meat, proofs of four degrees of nobility^ 
icemed to think like the higher clergy, with 
refpeA to the great b^tnefices. The nobility, 
but more particularly the nobles of the court, 
could alone obtain them. The court Farely 
ifeviated from this rule, and if we except fome 
undignified eccleficifticks, who preached with 
eclat in the chapel of Verfailles, and were 
recompenced by fcanty biihopricks or abbeys, 
NoMUtythcWe may fay that nobility was the ifndifpen- 

folc title to t i* 1 . 1 

ccdefiaftkai Qbh, and almoft the fole title to the great 

preferment. *^ 

benefices. Thofe who wertt happy enough 
to form exceptions, were not even wdl 
looked on by. the noble prelates, who gave 
them the indecent title of bijhops of fortune, 
as in a regiment they flile officers of fortune^ 
thofe who by their merit had obtained the 
dignity of Knights of St. Louis. They even* 
frequently, nay very frequently, formdd 
cabals to depreciate in the king's mind, die 
n^erit of an undignified, ecclefiaftick, in order 

to 
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to deprive him of the benevx>lerice of the 
monarch. When the Abbe de Beativais, a 
fimple prieft of Cherbqurg, preached at 
Verfailles, in the Lent of the year that Louis 
XV. died, he thundered with energetick 
force, againfl: the corrupt lives of the great, 
and particularly of courtiers ; he repreJfented 
to the king, corruption propagating itfelf 
from his court into the provinces, intedting 
the prefent generation, and prefaging to the 
future, the evils it now experiences. He did 
more; with that courage and freedom, which 
the fandity.of his office infpired, he ventured 
to difplay Louis XV. to Louis XV. himi- 
felf, when he painted- to him the glory of 
Solomon's reign, fo long as he continued wife, 
and the degradation into which he fell, when 
women had corrupted his heart. This holy 
audacity made all thofe, who were interefted 
in the continuance of thefe diforders, trcmblq. 
All the court leagued againft the orator > the 
favoxirite JSultana, who dreaded the flight of 

her 
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her royal lover, put hcrfelf atthc head of th« 
cabal > the king alone held out, and defending 
the preacher, by faying* he had performed 
his duty, conferred on him the bifhoprick of 
Senez« 

L* Abbe Maury preached With the fame 
energy before Louis XVI. To prove the 
signing corruption, .he affertcd in the pulpit, 
that thirteen thoufand baftards, were born 
. that year in the metropolis 5 the king was 
afiured that the calculation was exaggerated; 
• the'Abbc Maury proved minutely the juftnefs 
of his calculation, but Louis XVI. never 
knew fifmnefs, and accordingly the Ahb6 
Maury was not a bifhop* 

If truth was unpleafant to the courtiers, it 
was not lefs fo to the greater part of the 
French Bifhops. In 1775, the clergy being 
affembled at Paris, the Abbe Maury was ap- 
pointed to pronounce before the bi/hops, the 
elogium of St. Auguftine* The plan was vaft, 
and the matter abundant, but delicate* The 

preacher 
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{Treacher fetting afide all rcfpedb for m6n, gate 
a fpring to his genius, and painting with the 
pencil oftruth, he Boldly traced in the life of his 
faint, what the church has a right to require 
from a biifhop^ and what a bifliop has a right 
to cxpe6l frofm the ehiirch. The lively and ' . 
Energetic ftfokes of the Abb^ Maiiry, devel-ThcBimopi 
loped the iriimehfe dutieii of the epifcopacy^ a paraMci 
and the* glory acqairdd by him who»has;Yth$i!A'Jl- 
worthily aecottipUfhed its fundions. The*** "*" 
whole audience was enchaiited with the manly 
and courageofus eloquence of the orator. 
The prelates alone were difcontented. They; 
doubtlefs, dreaded the parallel which any one 
might form of their lives, with that* of Stw 
Auguftine^ and the infinite diftance which 
muft naturally be found between their con--^ 
du(a and that of the biibop of Hippone. Int 
fliort, except the archbiftiop of Paris and the 
bifhop of Senez^ they all refufed to fee the 
Abbe Maury after the fermon^ 
This orator fo highly diftipguifhed I{i the 
I CQAjfUtuenf 
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conftitucnt aflcmbly, deferves that wc fjiould 
here mention, that when he began to fhinc 
with fo much eclat in that affembly, the 
archbifl^op of Bourdeaux, then minifter of 
juftice, wiflied to make him accept a mitre. 
No, replied Maury, I (ball not accept the 
king's nomination, I muft fpeak the truth, 
and that with courage j and, therefore, I muft 
h^ve no biflhopric, unl?fs you would have it 
faid, that I have been gained over by the 
king, and, confcquently, the value of what- 
ever I may deliver be under-rated. 

Another abufe of the high clergy of France, 
wJ 'rtre- ^^^ A^"" ^^8^ *^ overturn • the Abbeys, or 

niioufly de- • ... . . ^ . , 

manded by Other feligious communities, not perceiving 

the prelates 

ment'%'Tr^?^^^^f'^^^ t^e height of impolicy to engage 
venues?"^'" the gG>^fni»cnt to touch one part of the 
e.difice, and by that very means teach it that 
fince power reached to the overthrow of one 
portion* it (Jflwld equally deftroy the whole. 
Yet had theie reforms been demanded by the 
prdatQf, with a vievy of public utility, wc 
... ; -:. 3 might 
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ftil^tit* hav<i dppkuded tKeifzedl, but tlife 
greater p4rt called for tlie* ruppreilion 'of teN 
tain Abbeys^ only to add tfiieil: revenues to 
their fees/ or, perha^s^ to their chapters* 
Others i^am did not fupprefs the Abbeys, but 
dfbve but the monks tb make room for can- 
tionefles. There was dtlring the rei^n of Louis 
XVI. a general niidnefs of' cliflodging meA 
from the convent!^ to 'refptace them with 
women 1-^^ The cjifee'n and' princes had bulled 
themfelves much in multiplying thefe gallant 
cftablifhmehts i for 'it'tiiUft hot be fuppofed 
that tHefe canhoriefJes -wefe obliged' to lead a 
(blitaiy and conventual life ; -they lived in the ' 
wbrld>-drc5ed a« other wt>men> and were only ^ 
diftinguifhed fr6m thfem by a fuperb cordon^ 
which they wore as a fcarf, and a crofs either - 
of gold or ftnamel. This decoration, at once 
fimplc and noble, flattered their pride the 
more, as it was a public mark of the nobility 
t)f their origin, fof by another abufe, admiffioa 
- I z int© 
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into thefe female diapters wa$ iefufed to all 
thofc \vh6 were not noble. 

Here we muft add, that M* de Beaumont, 
archbiftiop of Paris, would never confent to 
thcle innovations, . and refifted Louis XV* 
niany times when that prince fought to iatro- 
duce them in his diocefe : The archbifhop 
of Rouen, and the bifhop of Coutance, per- 
mitted them ; but folely where they turned to 
the advantage of the poor, or of public educa* 
tion. 
The bioiop A bifliop, of whom we muil fay a word- 
is the famous bifhop d'Autun. If b^rth formed 
a title to epifcopacy, no one.could claim it 
with more right, neverthelefs, whether it be 
that the unhappy Louis XVI. forefaw the 
^ evils which be would occafion in. the ilate, or 
that he did not.wifh to introduce into his 
higher clergy, an intriguing being whofc chief 
merit coijfifted in an acquaintance with the 
jftock jobbing of the Rue Vivi^nne^ he refufed 
% long while to nominate him^ but the fee of 

Antun 
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Autun becoming vacant, the king Was agaia 
perfecuted, it was reprefeilted to him that the 
feat in queftion, required a man acquainted 
with finances, becaufe the biftiop there, was 
of right prefident of the ftates of Burgundy, 
and the king gave a relu6fcint confent. We 
have feen the part which this prelate a£ted in 
the conftituent affembly. His intimacy with 
Mir^beau, whom he attended at his death, 
proves the delicacy of hjis morals, an4 as he 
was the only bifliop who, in the affembly, op* 
pofed ih€ cathdic religion^s being declared the 
religion pf the ftate, by this we may judge of 
his. 

This prelate too}c the ^ivic oath, and confe-^ 
crated the firft bifhop intrus ; it is reported in 
Piris, that he receivied 1 00,000 crowns for each 
of thefe operations; but thefe are accufations 
to which hh weU known avidity for money 
may have given currency and from which 
time alone c^n draw the veil which flill con- 
Gfdls from US 9 multitude of dark manoeuvres. 

• 13 u 
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Sv^/'"" Ifrcnch cccje^0ic5 were pxorc corrupted, 
than any branch 9^ the gpyernRieat, Thpfe 
who cppapofed this party enjoyed cnorii|ous, 
revcmics, which thcy^diflipatcd in ^ la^y and. 
cffibgiinatc opulienpp, and were unifprmly tl^c. 
antipodes of dpcency and morality* At courf 
intriguers J at P^ris libertines^ and n\ t^eic 
fJif)cefes^ defpotj. - 
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X H E Court of France, during the long inwodufto. 
reign of Louis XV. became a theatre of the V^^X?4 
moft refined intrigue and fantaftical levity. 
The French nobility formerly had been dif- 
tinguiflicd by their fcnfibility of honour, and 
the elevation of their fentiments. If the cha- 
ra6ter of a Sir Charles Grandifon, viras to have 
been fought for among perfons of an exalted 
rank, the curious enquirer into human na- 
ture^ might, perhaps, have found a femblance 
of the ideal excellence, among thefe polifhed, 
end brave courtiers. It was the Regent ^ who 
in the fliort fpace of about feven years, over- 

1 4 whelnjed 
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V^hjelmed the nation with a fudden deftruSton 
of its wealth and morals. It was him who 
introduced the depravity, and cupidity which 
pervaded all ranks ; and, like a fubtle poifon^ 
porrupting thp heart of the nation, difperfe4 
itfelf through all its veins* The Regent him- 
felf, indulging the moft violent paffions, was 
not to be reftrained by the confines of reafon 
and decency, and the well known fyftem of thq 
adventurer Law, by him patronifed and in- 
troduced, not only brought on a temporary 
ruin, but gave the nation a propeiifity fqr comr 
mercial jobbing, pf a nature the moft pernici- 
ous to their morals. A fatirift bitterly called 
the mother pf the rfgfnty i d f e n e s § ; that i§ 
the mother of all vices ^ \ 

The feeJDle and voluptuous difpofitions qf 
Louis XV. pcrfefted the national depravity. 
Luxury, effeminacy, and fervility, wefe now 
the charaderiftics of the courtiers; and the 
mephitic air of cqurt-favoritism, was 
fatal to the few who appeared jealous of the 
glprv of their aaceftors, by inheriting thcif 
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merits at the coft of incurring ridicule. The 
French nobility loft that delicate fenfe of 
honour which is the fource of the pureft man* 
pers. That feafibility had departed^ which re- 
garded a blot in their reputation like death ; 
and the fplendid fycophant^ like the leopard, 
looked on his blackeft fpots with an exulting 
pride. The two great aims of the modern 
pourtiers of France, like, feme of another 
nation, were diffipation, and the means of 
repairing that diffipation. To obtain the 
firft, they purfued her through all the fan- 
taftical labyrinth of verfatile folly; and to 
aecomplifh the latter, they ftartled at no de- 
pravity and corruption, which prefented itfelf. 

The following anecdotes will iaiFord a faith- i^uinw 
fill, and perhaps a ftriking reprefentation ofcenccofthc 
fhe French court during the laft thirty years. 

The firft objed which offers itfelf, is the 
icftablifiied luxury of all the princes of th^ 
blood, which difplayed a magnificence grati- 
fying to the vanity and levity of the French 

nation. 
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natipn, in its days of thought -eflhefs and fcr- 
vitude; but at length, found to be ruinous 
to the finances, ^d a fource of corruption and' 
defpotifm, it is contemplated with indigna- 
tk>ni The palaces of the brothers of the 
king, coft enormous fums, without confidcr- 
ing thofe extraordinary eftabliihments Which 
the monarch was frequently obliged to add, 
Verfaillcs offered the appearance of the refi- 
dtpnce of fcvcral fovereigns 5 a palace for the • 
kdngj another for the queen j and two others 
for Monfieur, and thp Count d'Artois. Thefe' 
two laft, had the fame military eftablifhmeflt 
as their majefties, Where in all Europe was . 
a more deftrudive luxury to be feen? An 
additional weight of grandeur, wap alfo laid 
on the natioujp at the birth of a Dauphin, 
At the moment the royal infant was born, a 
fimilar eftabliftiment was immediately given 
to him, and the puling /child in his cradle^ 
was furrounded by all the fplendid appendage$ 
e&moqarchy. Jt was thus that the kings of 

France^ 
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^France, even in their cradles, became the 
fcQurge of their fubjeds. Put the birth of a 
pauphin, once communicated a rapturous 
cnthufiafm throughout the nation, as if they 
were fearful, that a monaych would be want- 
ipg to their throne 1 

We fhall now enter ipto an anecdodcal 
jietail, which perhaps can not be paralleled 
jn the annals of frivolity. 

In the fummer of 1775, the queen t^^i^g^^^f^^^ 
^efled^ in a brown hiteftring, the king good ^^Jlir^ 
Jnimourcdly obferved, it waJ ** couleur de 
fuce^^ the colour of fleas; and inftantly 
eycry lady would be dreft in a luteftring of a 
flea colour, The mania was caught by the 
men ; and the dyers in vain exhaufled them- 
fclycSt to fupply the hourly demand. They 
dfftinguiflied between, an old and a young 
flea, and they fubdivided even the {hades of the 
body of this infeft ; the belly, the back, the 
th^b, and the head, were all marked by varying 

ihadei^ 
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(hades of this colour. This prevailing tint, 
promifed to be the fafhion of the winter. The 
venders of (ilk, found that it would be per^ 
nicious to their trade ; they therefore pre-, 
(ented new (attins to her majefty, who having 
chofen one of a grey a{h- colour, Monfieur, 
exclainmcd that it was the colour of her 
majejiys hair I Immediately the Jleas ceafed 
to be favourites, and all were eager to be 
dreft in the colour of her majejiys hair. Ser- 
vants were fent pfF gt the piomcnt, from 
Fontaineblcau tp Paris, to purchafe velvets, 
rateens, and cloths of this colour. The 
current price in the morning had been forty 
livres per ell, and it rofe towards the evening 
to the price of eighty to ninety livres ! This 
anecdote, frivplous in appearance, proves that 
if the French iing^ then had betters views 
and more good Ippfe than his predcce(ror, the 
pourt was ftill the fame as under Louis XV^ 
little, trifling, and volatile. 

^uch was the continued demands that fopie 

•of 
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of her majefiys hair was adaally obtained by 
iriberyj and fent to the Gobelins, to Lyons^ 
and othe^ manufadories, that the exadt fhade 
might be caught. 
In 1775, the duke of B n, appears to^ ^ ^"^ ^ 

« • « r • r '% ^ baniiHcd by 

have earned every ipecies of luxury to an Louis xvi. 

for his cx- 

enoruMus excels. An opera dancer. Made- ^^^^as^^^c^^^ 
moifelle la Guerre, was the Venus, whole 
chains pur duke exulted to wear in the moft 
public and moft (hamcful manner. He ipenf 
on this woman 800,000 livres* Louis XVI. 
being informed of this ** Uuxe de putanifme,*' 
(hewed him not only his marked difapproba- 
tion, but ordered him to retire to his eftate in 
N ■ »e. What was ftill more provoking,^ 
after our opera dancer had quitted him wita 
the cooleft ingratitude, the excufe whicft 
the duke made to the king, was, that as he 
had no hopes of a heir, and as be had a deadly 
hatred to -the Count de la T — r ^ A — ^0, 
who one day muft inherit his fortune, he knevif 
no 9ther xnode of vexing this gentleman. It 

was 
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WaJ laidi ahd is thoft probablfe^ that the cliicf 
motive of the royal reptimandi was an iri^ 
decent compaHfon between the queen and thi 
opera dancer^ of which her majefty had been 
kindly informed^ 

The heir of the duke of JPenthievl-e, ahd 
Curiouicpi- the only fon of this branch -of the Bourbons^ 

tapb on a • 

Affoiute died Iff 64^ a vidlim to. his debaucheries, and 

young no- • / «' 

wcmaa. particularly to MadetooifeUfe Mk^^ a xnufieai 
lady, and celebrate^J coilrtefan. The Pafiiian 
wits who laughed; at 'evei^ thing, ttiade the 
following Very ingenious epitaph, compofed of 
J^ve mufical mter^ which are fuppofed to be 
engraven on his tomb. 

Mi llE tA MI tk. 
Mire has pUccd Witt. di€»c. 

When the minifter w^s employed on 
various fuppreffions to the dctrimftht of cer- 
tain nobles who enjoyed thefe rights^ the 

marquis 
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inarqufs de Gironde, a confiderable penfioner 

and lofer on this occafion, addrefled himfelf in Anobiein«i 

' want* to 

a very y/arm manner to Turgot, and iaid, that e»^S/ 
he had placed too blind a confidence in thofc 
who furrounded hini, and having exprefled 
himfelf with Angular rage againft thofe Bc(h- 
nomijis^ who afting under him, were for 
raining the juft rights of the nobility; one of 
Turgot*s confidants irritated, interrupted him, 
by obferving, that in reflecting on the agents* 
of the comptroller, he attacked the comptrol- 
ler himfelf, and the king who had chofen him* 
Our turbulent lord inquired who it was that 
/poke. It was La Croix ; a great fticklpr for 
the Economics. Give mc my cane, replied' 
the marquis, that I may maflacre this fellow, 
and liberate France from a rafcal, v^ho is for 
overturning and troubling the peace of the ' 
nation* — This was in 1776. What would' 
the marquis have faid in 1794? 

A90UT tlrls time (1776)* there prevailed a* 

great 
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great paflion fot horfe racing. It wa$ drcf 
Anglomania. Great bets were depending at 
every courfe, arid the noblemen turned jockiesi 
. and rode their own racers. When the count 
dc Lauragai^, a diffipated young nobleman^ 
horferacing appeared at court after a Ions; refidence iri 
England, the king coldly inquired, wher© he 
had been for fome time ? — In England, the 
cpunt replied — ^What did you do there? . I 
Icacnt there, pleafe your majcfty, to think—* 
of horfes, retorted the king. 

The.nation> indeed, frivolous as they were^ 
law with indignation the behaviour of the 
duke de Chartres, (Egalite) and the count 
d'Artois. Thefe princes not only aflbciated 
with their grooms, and entered into all tboie 
fcandalous combinations which this fpecies of 
gaming offers, but treated the people at the 
courfes with the moil ineffable contempt and 
' favage ferocity. With fingukr aSivity they 
ufed their whips on the fpe6ktor« as well as on 
their horfes; and not only encouraged the 

officers 
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officers to perfecilte the crowd, but etoployed 
fuch groffnefs-of fpeech and offenfive oaths, 
that (hewed thefe princes were not unfkflled 
in the langdage ofthevileftpartofthe nation. 
It was an edifying fpedacle to fee the duke of 
Lauzern running againft M. de Fenelonj the 
iaft fell from his horfe, broke his afm, and 
loft his wager. • The fame gentleman betted 
with another nobleman^ who could teach 
Verfaill^s and return to Paris the quickeft in 
a fingle horfe chaife. the horfe of the firft 
died at SevCi arid the other expired in the 
ftable at Paris, a few hours after his return « 

These frivolot.,. and debauched courtiers^ '^^^^^^^^a 

races atf»ong 

not fatisfied with exercifing their inhumanity ^**^^*°' 
on their horfes, expofed themfelves to the 
derifion of Paris by other kinds of races. The 
duke de Chartres, the duke de Lauzun, and > 
the marquis of Fit^james, betted five hundred 
louis who could firft reach Verfailles on foot. 
Lauzun gave up the foot-race about half-way ; 

K Chartres 
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% Chartres about two-thirds. Fitzjames arrived 
in an exhaufted ftate^ and was faluted as con« 
qucror by the count d' Artois. He, how- 
ever, like a hero, nearly expiring in the 
arms of viftory, called for a bed, and was 
immediately let blood, and got his wager, 
and an aflhma. It was in this manner the 
jprinces of the blood, the defcendents of 
Henry the Great, paffed their days, and it 
was thus they gave to a defpairing and op- 
preffed people, thofe hopes of profperity and 
amendment which now became at every 
. hour neceflary to fuftain their exhaufted 
mifery, and to ftill their frequent murmurs. 
All Racing. We obfcrvc afterwards, that not fatisfied 
with horfe and foot racing, by the courtierSj^ 
the queen had others by ajfes.. She animated 
by her prefence, the countrymen in the 
neighbourhood, and the winner had for his 
reward,, three hundred livres and a golden 
thiflle; allufive to the plant to which ^^x are 
partial., 

Madame 
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Madame Gourdan, nicknamed theMadmae 

Gourdan the 

little Countefs, was the Mother Windfor of wTndfor of 

_ Paris, bc^ 

Paris. This venerable abbefs, in I7t8, to come* a 

' / ' bankrupt, 

the aftonifhihent of her creditors, became a 
bankrupt. She proved by the moft regular 
accounts poffible^ that her outftanding debts 
doubled the money (he owed. At the meet- 
ing of her creditors {he addreffed them in 
a ftrain of the moft natural eloquence, 
and. the fenfibility of female tears, which 
melted on her withered cheeks. She faid, 
Ihe had long rendered herfelf elFentiai to the 
plealures of the metropolis ; and had paflcd 
her life in the fervice of thfe public ; but that 
ihe had now fallen a viSlim to her own 
gcnerofity. ^ OfAht'puMc Ihe did not com- 
plain, for they had rewarded her maternal 
affiduity; but it was to the courtiers (he owed 
her ruin. They had perfuaded her to enlarge 
expences; to encreale her eftablifhment; 
and to depend on their prote6tion. She 
ihc^ed that various noblemen were in- 

K a dcbted 
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dcbted to her in the fum of three hundred, 
and eighty thoufand livres ! 

While this was a prevalent topic of con- 
verfation, another bankruptcy took place, 
not lels fingular. The college of Dupleffis 
declared itfelf in a ftate of bankruptcy. It 
proved a balance in it* favour, if the but- 
ftanding debts had been paid^ Thefe debts 
were owing from feveral nobk families for 
the education of their chtldreriy fathers y and 
even grandfathers ^ who had all been brought 
up in that feminary, but had not yet paid 
their falaries. 

What a diflblute nobility! they neither 
paid their preceptors nor their bawds ! 
A Philippic The duke de Fitzjames, as his name dif- 

againft the , J ' 

^iamc^f covers, was defcended from that family, 
which emigrated with James IL In the fol- 
lowing verfes, energetic and bold,is given his 
chara6lcr, which will be acceptable to fome 
ctf our readers. This duke had long.ty- 
ranifed civer the parliaments, and had 
V ■ cveF 
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ever ihewn himfelf a worthy minioa- of 
court favourttifm. He often attempted to 
hinder them from iddreffihg their remon- 
ftrances to the throne. Their addreffes, in- 
deed, were always told, and written in fuch 
a mannfer as to, awaken from his dream the 
moft Voluptuoiis and lazy prince. 

Fils indigne da fang qui t*a donne naifiancey 

Profcrit de ta patrie, adopte par la France^ 

Miniftrc detefte d*Bn monarque cheri, 

Ceffe de dechirer le fein qui t'a nourri ! 

Centre 1* autorite du plus jufte dee princes, 

Toi feul aurois dqn foulevc ies provinces, 

Si du eceur des Francois ta farouche ficrte; 

Eut pu bannir le zele et la j&delit^, 

Odieux etranger ! apprends a te connoitre ? 

Louis feul, a le droit de kilr parler en maitre. 

Deciles a fa voix, redpublant leurs efforts. 

Us prodiguent pour loi leur fang et leurs trefors, " 

Lors que des publicains I'avidite cruelle, 

Impofe fous fon nom quelque charge nouvelle, 

Pere tendre, il permer la plainte a fes enfans, 

II ecoute les cris des peuples gemiflans ; 

De fages magiftrats fans blefier la puiffance, 

Des Francois qpuifes lui peignent 1' indigence : , 

Senfible a leurs douleurs, attendri par leurs maux, 

m adoucit pour eu^ le fiirdeau des impots. 

K 3 Mail 
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Maxs quand dcs vils flatteursreflaim qui renvironnc, 
CXc a la vcfite, fcrmer I'acccs du throne; ' 
Quand la France apper^oit^Jpour la premiere foisy 
L'appareil militaire a la place des loix; 
Le foldat effrene, d*une main temeraire, 
De Themis profaner I'augufte faiifhiaire ; 
£t mettre dans les fers, par un lache attentat, 
Les defenfeurs du people et I'efpoir de Tetat ! 
Le plus foumis fujet et s'indigne et s'enflamme; 
Contre les vils auteiu-s d'unecoupable trame. 
Tremble ingrat ! le courroux d'un prince gcnereux 
Sera le jufte prix de tcs exploits honteux ; 
Tu feras a jamais par ta fiere impudence. 
La fable do I'Europe et l*horreur de la France ( 
Le jufte defefpoir de ce peuple aux abois 
Armera contre toi le bras du roi des rois. 
Rappelle des Stuarts la deplorable hiftoire ; 
Vertueux, I'echaffaut ne ternit pas Icur gloire^ 
Barbare, ils t'ont trace ce funefte chemin ; 
Indigne de leur nom redoute leur deftin I 

O fon unworthy of thy honoured birth. 
Thy country's outcafV, though by France rcccivci 
Detefted minifter of ^. king fo dear, 
Ah ! ceafe to tear the brcaft that cheriAes ! 
Againft the authority of a prince fo juft 
Already hadft thou raifed his provinces. 
If from the Gallic heart, thy favage pride, 
Could wreft its zeal, and its fidelity. 
Ceafe odious ftranger I learn to know thyfelf ; 
Loui$ alone (hall dare to be their mafter : 
And docile at his voice, their efforts double, 
Still proud to laviih all t^ir blood and trcafures. 

When 
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When oft the publicans with ctne\ thirft^ 
Beneath his name impofe fome novel tax; 
He» tender father, ftill permits his children. 
To breathe their forrows to his royal ear ; 
And oft he hears the groaning people's cries; 
Wife magiftrates, who yet refpeA his power. 
Of France exhaufted paint the indigence* 
He feels their grie&, he foftens at their ills, 
And makes more light, the nation's impofts dire. 
But when vile flatterers, like the fwarm that now 
Dare clofe the throne againft the approach of truth. 
When France now firft indignantly beholds 
The military pomp take place of law; 
The furious foldier with a daring hand. 
Profane the holy altar raifed to Themis 
And load with irons, (cowardly attempt !) 
The people's counfel, and the nation's hope ! 
The meaneft fubje£t bums with indignation, 
And would deftroy the authors of the crime. 
Ungrateful, tremble ! know thy generous prince. 
Shall hurl his rage to crown thy fhameful deeds. 
Yes, thou ihalt be fupreme in favage pride. 
The fcom of Europe, and of France the horror. 
Know an opprefled people's juft defpair. 
Shall roufe the thunder of the King of Kings. 
Think of the dreadful ftory of thy Stuarts, 
Virtuous, the fcafFold could not Mot their glory, 
Barbarian, they have traced this path for thee. 
Unworthy of their name, yet dread their fate. 
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AnecdQtesof The itiarechal duke dc Richelieu, wa^ 

the Duke of 

^ichciie^. ^jjQtj^^j. rotten vine iii the court vineyard, 
The latter part of his days was confumed in 
a law fiut tvhich lafted for feVpral years, with 
a Madame de St. Vincent, with whom he 
had formed a clofe connedioh, and having 
given her notes to a confiderable amount, 
refufed their paymeiit, alledging that they 
were forged. The unfortunate lady had more 
than once gained her caufe, but the decifions 
of the courts were always annulled by the 
intrigues of the duke. She at length perifhed, 
a vidim to her protrafted fuit; and the fen- 
fibility of her ancient lover was gratified, not 
only by not paying his notes, but by. breaking 
the heart of his fair adverfary. This fuit, 
however, proved nearly ruinous to him; for 
he had not merely to undergo the ufual ex- 
pences, but to give confiderable fums for the 
porruption of his venal judges. While he 
was thus employed, a Madame de Gaya, to 
indulge a barbarous vanity, reduced her 

family 
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family to a ftate of poverty, to make the duke 
her general legatee. She left him about 
150,000 livrcs. The attorney came to Parii 
to acquaint him. of his new acquifition? 
Afier a long attendance in the antichamber, ' 
pur country attorney wearied, fent a meflage 
to the duke, that he had fomething to comi* 
punicate of a moft ioiterefting nature. , On 
this he was introduced, and a i^vr words elo- 
quently explained his bufincfs. The old duk© 
j-eceiyed the intelligence with great coolnefS| 
and facetioufly oblerved, that if all the 
women with whpm he had an amour had left 
him their fortune^ he fliould be richer thau 
the king* 

The legitimate heir afterwards attempte4 
to have the will fet afide \ as an ad of in-i. 
fanity, injuftice, and puerile vanity. Many 
thought that the duke himfelf would be the 
firft to agree to this. But the duke perfifted 
in its execution. The counfellor of his ad- 
verfary expofed with eloquence and force 

this ' 
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this unjuft aft, and attempted to make the 
duke blujh for his vain and fordid cupidity. 
But the duke only laughed and perfifted. It 
was in vain to plead. 

What a horrid recapitulation of his crimes 
and excefles of all kinds am I going to 
tranfcribe! 

In 1777, the unhappy madame de St. 
Vincent prefented a petition to the parlia- 
ment of a moft important nature, fince it 
amply difplays the dreadful abufe of power 
•f which thefe courtiers availed themfelves. 

She petitions the court of peers, to declare 
all the proceedings and purfuits at law of 
the marechal, to be amiulled, as vexatious, 
cxtortive, and injurious to the authority of 
the court, the laws of the kingdom, the 
freedom of the citizens, the fafety of families 
and public order. She petitions a prohibi- 
tion for the duke's further relapfe, in fhew- 
ing a contempt of juftice, an abufe of power^ 
a licence of making nodhirnal and military 

incurfions 
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incurfions in monafteries, private houfes; 
fearching the pockets, defks, and clofets of 
individuals; pillaging^ carrying away, and 
flippreffing their letters and papers; inter- 
cepting others, confining perfons to their 
own houfes, and concealing others in remote 
prifbns; and all this without any legal form 
whatever ; without the flighteft proofs of 
their guilt, but on the contrary, while the 
temerity of his accufations are evidently 
proved ; as alfo of bribing witnefles, who 
depofe againft him, perfccuting them by 
criminal charges, threatening and changing 
into witnefles thofe of the accufed, whom his 
officers corrupt by promifes, and fuborn by 
money, &:c. 

The duke with fuch licentious manners 
difplayed alfo in his very advanced age, a 
fingular effeminated foppery, and with all that 
polifhed wit which a courtier, who had lived 
tinder three monarchs, can alone, perhaps, 

attain. 
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attain. -The following two anecdotes exhibit 
this part of his charaifter* 

In 1 780, the fafhionable folly confifted in 
wearing two watches. A watch, is not fo 
much ,an objcd of luxury, as of utility; but 
the frivolous Parifians, whofe only objed was 
a ruinous ms^gmficence^^would have two, and 
ornameated with diamonds to an extravagant 
amount. The duke of Richelieu was one of 
fhofe veterans of foppifhnefs, thus admirably 
dcfcrib,ed by GrefTef : The poet felicitates 
Jiimfelf that he is, 

Loin dc tout importun Jafeiir, 

Et des hauts tons de la grandeur j 

Loin de ces troupes doucereufes, 

Ou d' inlipides precicufcs, 

Et dc petlts fats ignorans * 

Vi^rnnent, conduits par la folif, 

S'cnnuyer en ceremonie, 

i£t s'endormir en complimcns. 

This fafhionable oftogenarian, did not fail 
W adopt this modifh elegance. One day 
H.S \\^ w^s dreffing, and his two watches 

flaming 
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ilaming with brilliant ftones, were laid on 
his table, a court adulator, intreated per- 
miffion to admire and compare them in his 
own hand^; this awkward flatterer dropt 
one, and in attempting to recover it, let 
fall the other; both the brilliant and fragile 
trifles were on the ground. Afhamed at his 
mai-adroitnefsy he forms a thoufand apologies 
to the duke, who without being at all dif- 
Concerted; faid, don't defpair, I never yet 
faw them gofo well together. 

Among feveral of .his bon mots, the fol- 
lowing one is remarkable for.diiplaying the 
genius of the times. Louis XVI. was felici- 
tating him on tlie recovery of his health ; for 
(faid the king) you are not young; you have 
feeri three ages. Rather (replied the duke) 
three reigns. — ^Well, and what do yoU think 
of them ? — Sire (was the duke's remarkable 
anfwer) under Louis XIV. nobody dared to 
lay a word^ under Louis XV. they fpoke in 

whifpers 
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whifpcrs; tinder your majefty's tfacy fpeak 
loudly. 

t!S^^ If fuch were the old, the young nobility 
it may be reafonably concluded, did not lefi 
participate in the wantonnefe, frivcAity and 
unreflcding difpofitions of the court. The 
following circumftance will convince us that 
a general relaxation of decency had taken 
place in the manners of the courtiers. Their 
luxury was too often accompanied with info- 
lence^; and every day produced fbme new 
circumftance to irritate and difguft the popu- 
lace. It is proper to remind the Englifli 
reader, that when a perfon is dying, they fend 
in catholic countries for a minifter, to give the 
dying man the Eucharift and extreme unc- 
tion. The cuftom in moft parifhes, was to 
precede the hoft by another prieft, who rung 
a little bell to announce to paflengers to make 
room, and to kneel. In 1780, the following 
anecdote made a great noife. The Prince 
I de L— fc- 
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de L ^ fc (whofe name does not honour- 
ably occur in the hiftory of the Revolution) 
with feveral noblemen and ladies, was re- 
turning from the country in the evening, ia 
a coach and fix. As they paffed the Rue St. 
Antoine, the hoft was going to a dying per- 
fbn. The poftillion ftopt his horfes, but the 
coachman, encouraged by the prince and his 
noble companions, whipped them, and'dif- 
perfed the holy retinue. The prieft, whofe 
office was to ring the bell, was an old feeble 
man, who had that day, paid fourteen fimi- 
Jar vifits, and was foon overturned and 
wounded^ This was a fubje6l of loud mirth 
for the gay young courtiers. The populace ^ 
burning with indignation at this public, 
offence of decency and humanity, purfued 
the coach, and would certainly have avenged 
the injury ; the prince only elcaped by the 
fleetnefs of his horfes. 

* The wounded old prieft was carried to his 
bed. The ecclefiaftics of the parifh afTem- 

ble. 
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ble, And ill an addrefs to their Cure^ demand 
an immediate recourfe to the archbifhop^ 
and at the fame time a complaint of the facri* 
legions crime. The Cure, having taken 
information of the criminals, and finding 
them to be fuch powerful perfbns, a long 
• time refiifed performing his duty. The 
Countefs de B— ^ — e, mother to the prince, 
is at length informed of the affair ; (he im- 
mediately filenced all parties, by an annuity 
to the prieft, and before the police could take 
cognizance of this difgradeful behavioun 
She defired that the prince fhoilld himfelf 
apologife for his conduct ; but this was 
fefufedi This, for fome time, afforded at 
topic of converfation to the Parifians^ The 
populace murmured, and could only blamd 
the diflionorable weaknefs of the Cure, wha 
permitted a public tranfaftioil of fo Ihameful 
a nature not to be expiated by a public 
puniihment. The philofbphef's themfelves 
were not filent ; they not only felt a horroi" 
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fit the barbarity of the ^6tionf but they ex- 
k£ied, though vainly, that a ftriking example 
bf juftice, fhould reftraia the Great who 
were every day infulting the nation by 
their pride and wiritonnefs r^rtiafning un- 
fchaftifedi 

It was iii vain that tlie nation murmured, 
and the philofbphers declaimed ; the prince 

de L -c was grand Ecuyer de France. 

For luch in officer to overturn the hoft, arid 
break an old man'is limb, could not be a 
crinie. Let us rehiertiber, that this prince, 
in tht Thiiilleries, on the 14th of July^ 
1789, had not then loft the ftme im- 
perious inhumanity ; with a ftroke . from' 
his fabre he maflafcred an unfortunate de- 
crepid old man* 

Another glaring infblence of the nobility 
happened in 1783. M. de Choifeul-Meuze, 
driving a chaife, by his own tinlkilfulhefs, 
entangled his wheels with thofe of a hackney 
coach* He immediately revenged his own 
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jll driving on the miferable coachman ; after 
having given him about twenty found canc- 
ings, the poor fellow, fmarting with pain 
and indignation, defended himfelf from the 
attacks of our fiery young lord; when, this 
gentleman immediately drew the fword from 
hi6 cane, and repeatedly wounded the coach- 
man, till he fell from the box. He was de- 
parting, • when the populace affembled round 
him, and infifted on carrying the murderer 
to the commiffary. This juftice, inftead of 
fending him to prifon, was fatisfied in fining 
him in a fum for the relief of the wounded 
coachman, and adding a polite reprimand. 

The report of the coachman^s death, a few 
days after, excited the indignation of Paris. 
The parliament were greatly incenfed at the 
fhameful violence of young Choifeul. Seve- 
ral recent events of this kind, determined 
them to reftrain, by a public example, the 
cruel defpotifm of thefe arrogant lords. 
They prepared a forcible remonftrance to his 

majefty. 
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f^ to commute the fine into a long 
imprifonmentv But how did this terminate? 
The powerful Choifeuls alarmed at the fer- 
ment which exifted in the parliament, ex* 
erted themfelves in difperfing the pending , 
ftorm. Their intereft and a little money 
prevailed ; the remonftrance was not made, 
Ghoifeul was not puniftied, and the hackney 
coachman remained unavenged. 



*G^ 



The pride of the court is, perhaps, ftrong- Madame re 

*- ■ ' r r ' o fyfg, a lady 

ly charaaerifed by the foUowing anecdote, "l^^^^ , 

gical dcfici'* 

The French nobility we know will not blame cucy. 
Madame for her relblution in this affair ; but 
we addrefs ourfelves to the Englifh nation. 

There appeared in 1779, ^ difpofition in 
the court to difcountenance the nobility for 
marrying into families, that could not boaft 
of as rich blood as themfelves; whatever 
other merits they might eminently polfels. 
In confequcnce of this, Madame refufed to 
accept for hcvDame de Compagnie imsiid of 
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honour*) the Vifcountcfs of Laval, becaufi^ 
her maiden name was Boulogne, and her 
father, though a treaforer, had raifed him- 
felf from a low origin. The L^vak, father 
atnd ion, as the gentlemen of Monfieur, 
Avcrc piqued at this infult; they affirmed 
that the name of Laval had ennobled that of 
Boulogne^ and had taken away the blot of a 
humble birth. This was not acknowledged, 
and they fent in their resignation. When 
Monfieur, with a cold contempt and un* 
, feeling difpofition (which I underftand to be 
his ehara6i:er) faid to him, in his farewel 
addrefs. You do not follow the bejl road — 
No, fir, replied the duke, but it is that of 
honour. 

* In France vttxt formerly maids of honour, who at- 
tended the queen; but Louis XIV. having frequently 
chofen from among them feveral for his mijirtffisj befides 
the lordi of the court, who formed intrigues which occa- 
fioned difagreeable occurences ; the queens became moft 
intcrefted, and were the firft to demand, that their future 
eftablifliments might confift of married ladies \ which 
cuftam has been ever flnce wifely pbff rved. 

But 
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. But it feems while Madame ^ refufed to 
have an amiable lady, becaufe her father 
had not been a nobleman; a Countefs of a 
different charader was acceptable. It was 
the nobilky of a perfon, and not his virtues^ 
or his talents which rendered him acceptable 
at court. The comntefs of B — j^ was dif- 
covered Jby her hufband, fleeping with a 
courtier. In the moment of delpair and 
rage, it is faid he attempted to deftroy his lady, 
a child of eighteen months, and the adulterer. 
To Ihun the ftiture vengeance of her 
hufband, (he had him bled and phyficked, 
and declared a lunatic. This cruel derifion 
wounded his agitated fpirits, and his extreme 
fenfibility, preyed on his heart, till a fettled 
melanch<?ly took poffeffion of his foul. He 
quitted his country, his connexions, and his 
unfeeling confort ; and refigned himfelf to 
a voluntary exile. He firft wandered in a 
mofl: deplorable ftate, and at laft fudderily 
difappeared. 

^3 Vet 
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Yet this woman, the horror of all fenfible 
minds, the execration of all virtuous, was ad-s 
mitted by Madame, to be her lady of honour, 
in preference to the amiable Dutchefs of 
Lavai The remonftrances made to the 
queen, by the family of the NoaiUes, that 
the preference of Madame on this, occafion 
was IhamefuUy partial, and that it w^s inde^ 
cent to iubftitute a woman of fuch a cha?i 
rafiier, occafioned her raajefty to addreft 
herfelf to Madame. Thefe two royal perfbn- 
ages could never agree ; and Madame only 
dully anfwered^ %hsLt fhe was alio miftreis of 
having 3,Javounte; ^ Madanae Jules (De 
Polignac) as well as hei- majefty, By thi? 
retort and confefSon, it appears that a cha-! 
rafter, fuch as this Countefs is reprefcnte^ 
to be, was adapted to becopie the f(ivourit^^ 
pf a Princefs I 

It is very neceflary to add, that in the Livr^ 
Rouge, the following article appears. The 
reader is apprifed, that the artiqks in the 

Livre 
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Livre Rouge are all authentic ; the obferva- 
tions as they are calledj wjiich accompany 
them, are merely the produftion of the 
perfon who wa^ appointed to edke t^e- work* 
Thofe oblervations, k muft be acknow- 
ledged, are ill written, and contain nothing 
but grofs abufe. What we tranfcribe appeared 
>n the original, and it will fgrve for an ex- 
cellent Commentary on this favourite of 
Monfimr^ Felicity Counted of B— y, lady 
of honour to Mads^mc, a penfion of 100,000 
JlvresI!! 

The motives of this enormous pcnfion are , 
jiot given ; though certainly at prefen^t weU 
Icnown. We are jjiformed th^t this lady 
now accompanies the emigrant Princes ; (he 
was the arbitrefs of the little court at Cob^ 
lent^^ and is feithfyjly attached to the fer- 
vice of Monfieurf 

An acknowledged j^WttW/^ of the mini- 
ver or king of France, appears to have been 
L 4 more 
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singioarde- more adored than either. He received at' 

votions paid 

fovouricT every hour fome ceremony of this political 
devotion ; his altar was ever burning with 
incenfc, ^nd his ear ever dwelt on the 
hymns chaunted by adulation. One of thefe 
demi-gods was M. de Vougny Maurepas, 

This gentleman was a perfori of confider-^ 
able fortune, and though he wa$ occupied 
in no employment for himfelf, was by no. 
means an idler, as he had the affairs of 
almoft every one to purine. The minifter 
Maurepas and his lady had conceived the 
warmeft affe6lion for this amiable gentle-:^ 
man, and he was diftinguifhed by their name, 
in Gonfequence of his friendlhip with them* 
His greateft plcaflire confifted in travelling 
as rapidly as poflible, and almoft every day 
he effeftefd his twenty or thirty leagues. 
JIaftening to the burial of a lady of quality, 
he found the hour late, and hurrying along 
fell into the grave ; fainted, and broke his 
leg. When the company arrived at the 

grave, 
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gp-av^, they found to their aftonifhment, tho 
living and abfent M. Vougny, Qccupying the 
place referved for hi§ departed friend. 

Scarcely was thi^ dreadful ev?nt knowp at ^ ^*^ ^ 
Paris, but princes pf the blood; the mini- k^^hiS 
fters, the courtiers, the adors, &c, &c. &c.sr«t coq; 

fufion 

haften to fend, and moft came perfonally tOp^«**^ 

enquire after the broken leg of the minifter's 

fjivouritc. Above four hundred pcrfons^ 

among which wey ? ladies of all kinds, of 

whom he was the avowed proteftor, i^b* 

fcribed ^heir names to Jiis Jift j 4nd its peru- 

fal greatly enchanted Mt Vougny, and was a 

l^alnj for the cure of his leg. This gentle* 

ipijin was by no means ready at bon mots; 

and though his fituation was not a verjr 

happy one for a ftroke.of wit, he obfe^ved to 

the grave digger, when he came to affift him, 

that he gladly accepted his aid, for he did 

not defire to hinder any perfon from his 

place. 

Pe Vqugfiy was fl\e iubjed of all the 

|)0litQ 
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polite circles at Paris ; and his lift of four 
hundred, every hour increafing, he amufcd 
his confinemejit in reading the new names^ 
and making his commentaries on them. 

The Countcfs of Maurepas, was defirous 
in vifiting him, to give a new mark of her 
efteem for De Vougny, and his broken leg^ 
ghe obtained ori this occafion ^ Crqfi ofSt^ 
Louts for the brother of De^ Vougny ! This 
brother had difEpated his fortune in the 
jnoft extravagant debaucheries, But becaufc 
M. Pc Vougny had a broken leg, and the 
Countefg^ folicited tlie mipifter of war, the 
reward was immediately accorded ! Such 
were the bafe adulation and the general fyi« 
volity of the courtiers of France { 



I Pcrfcvcr- 

ancc cfta- 
blifhcd at 
Court. 



The ordcrof Amonq thefc polifhcd idlers, and frivoloug 
fentimant^lifts, (for fometimes among their 
refinements J they pretended to that of an ex-» 
ceffive fenfibility) it was propofed, to cfta* 
t)li(h at courty a nfw order, under the name 

of 



THE COURT. 

of PBRSEV3ERANCE. It was to confift of tho 
ladies and gentlemen of the court. The 
pGcupations of this were fimply to confift of 
fimufcmiBnt and gallantry, A brilliant tern-? 
pie was to be ereded to this divinity, and 
three altars were to be raifed to honour, to * 

FRIENDSHIP, and to HUMANITY. At the 

Palais Royal, this proje6l was firft brought 
forwards, and the queen was to be its 
patronefs. Preparatory affembljes were held, 
Jit one of which, the celebrated Madame 
4e Genlis, made an eloquent oration, 

The day after, at a horfe race, the Count 
4* Artois, loft confiderably, according to his 
cuftom. My lord^^ faid the Marquis of 
Coigny, they ^re piuch embarrafled to choofe 
^ grand m^fter for the order of perfeverance, 
you are worthy of that diftinftion, 

But unhappy was the man who in the 
wantonnefs of his pen dared at this moment 
\Q wfite a dull epigram, or even a miferable 

piece 
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piece of doggrel againft a courtier. Even 
Loyis XVI. could exert, in favour of a de-* 
bauched courtier, an exceffive feverity. A 
poor quatrain appeared againft the prince of 
Henin, captain of the guards of the count 
JArtois. Under a coarfe point, was con- 
cealed hard truths relative to the ftupidity, 
libertinifm, aiid nothingnefs pf this lord, 
who, coi^ne6led with all the impures of Paris, 
had exhaufted his vigour and his fortune, 
Such as this poor epigram is, the jfe^dej: muft 
Jaave it, 



IJepuis qu^aupres de ta Catin, 

Tu fais un role des plus Minces 

Tu n'es plus le prince d'Hcnin (dels Nains> 

Mais feulement le Nain des Princes, 



' The prince was told that this poor qua-r 
traipt was written by the marquis de Champ- 
qenets, governgr of the Chateaux de Meudon. 
He complained of it to his mafter, the count 
d'Artois, and the marquis was cotidgm^ed by 
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the king to be exiled during two y ear s^ and fix 
months imprifonment. It was well known 
afterwards that the marquis was not the au- 
thor of thcfe punning rhymes. But liich 
was the terrible defpotifm of the court, at 
that moment, that Louis XVI. was made to 
aft in this and a few other inftances, with all 
the ferocity of a dey of Algiers. 

A Court adulator, when hefound his credit singatar 

ftracagcms 

on the decline, often difplayed an inventive ut^s."*'^'*' 
ingenuity to attraft the variable difpofitions 
of his idol. The comptroller general, in 
1776, perceived that he was daily lofing the 
good graces of the king ; to reinftate him- 
lelf in them, he employed a fingular turil. 
The comptroller, though lazy in the na- 
tional labours of the clofet, had difpofitions 
/or thofe of the hand ; the king was alfo a 
lover of little manual operations. Our 
coniptroller thought to regain his afFe6lions 
by rendering himfclf (kilful in little pieces of 

mechanifm. 



t^J rt HE COURT; 

mechanifm, and particularly in the art bi 
making locks and keys; For this ptirpofe he 
fent for two Gerixian lockfiniths, the moft 
celebrated ones in Europe; Every morning 
our comptroller was a docile pupil under his 
two German lockfriiiths, and becahie fb ex- 
pert in the art of lock arid key makiiig, that 
he was capable of giving his majefty new 
leffons, and gaining the admiration of the 
court !— while he remained in office. It 
is not probable that the locks and keys of an 
tx^minifter would have been at all attended 
to. 

• Another anecdote of a congenial caft, is 
the following. It is the moft fingular courtly 
and parafitical fervility which the bafeft 
detainer of a great man ever arrived at. The 
minifter Machault had loft a little female 
grey-hound, which was a great favourite. 
Bouret, who poflefled the fpirit of intrigue in 
thefupremeft degree, and who had long fighed 

to 
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to be noticed by the rainiftcr, itonlidered this 
as the moft favourable opportunity, aiid with 
an ingenuity, as remarkable as the littleneis 
of mind that could have invented it, put the 
following fcheme in execution. He had 
every refearch poffible made to find out a 
fimilar one ; he finds one ; .takes it home ; 
and drefies a puppet with a black robe, like 
that which the comptroller general, as 
keeper of the feals always wore. He trains 
up the little grey-hound to carefs this 
wooden comptroller, and never to eat till it 
had firft paid a mark of obedience to it. 
When he thought it was fufficiently ufed to 
flatter the reprefentative of the minifter, he 
leads it to M. de Machault's houfe, and as 
the'greyrhound faw the comptroller, he ran 
to him, leaped on his neck, and licked 
his face, fo that the minifter believed it was 
the favourite- little creature he had loft. It 
is very unnegeflary to add, that a man capa- " 
ble.of paying fuch an unremitting attention 
3 ^ ^^ 
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to a ddgi Was well adapted to ingtatlate liifS* 
felf by every fpecies of bafe fervillty, in thft 
good graces of a minifter. ThiS geritlemail 
did fomething fimiliai^, thotigh not fo wife, 
feveral years afterwards; It would be tedi* 
o\is to enter into a detail of his^ manoeuvres to 
captivate the kindriefs' df tHe msifchionels 
of Pompadour and tlie rtictoarch. This real 
Courtier gained and Ipent thillioris. The 
king having found a f|)ot in the wood of 
Sennar, adapted for a hunting rendezvous', 
the artful courtier bought the land, erected 
an. admirable lodge, known long aftef under 
the name of the king's lodge, aiid facrificed, 
it is faid^ his fortune for the honour of re- 
ceiving his majefty, and to fee hinl eat* t 
peach. What is ftilJ nlofe carious, at the 
very moment he was enjoying the honour of 
the king's prefeftce, his creditors were 
feifing on his furniture at Paris. This lodge 
by its magnificence and tafte, cofi a million 
of livres. . When the king firft faw it, with 

a pleafing 
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ft pleafing aftonifhment, a courtier obferved, 
that his majefty Ihould have a fimilar oae. 
I am not rich enough. Was the royal an 
fwer. 



« muuiet* 



AmoiiTG tjie many ferious contefb which a fmguiar 

' difturbance 

li^tve arifen between the courtiers, for the caS by " 
moft frivdlous etiquettes, the following one is 
remarkable. 

At. the marriage of the late queen of 
France with Louis XVL, then dauphin, £| 
difpute which put all the court in a flame, 
took place in confequenqe of a minuet. The 
king, partial to the houfe of Lorrame, de- 
cided that a. lady of that family fhould dance 
immediately after the princefTes of the blood. 
This decifion alarmed the dukes. They di- 
reftly held a confultation at Mt de Broglio^s^ 
count and bifhop, as one of the moft ancient 
peers then at Paris. In fpite of the horror 
which the church muft feel on the fubjeft of 
dancings they difqufTed, digefted, and com- 

M pofed 
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pofed a memoir, which the prelate was r* 
prefcnt to his majefty, with the greateft 
folemnity. Moft of the nobility had al{b 
figiied this curious remonjlrance on the &b- 
je6l oi^ minuet^ to give it the more authority* 

The hoiife of Lorraine^ 6n their fide, pre- 
tended to a right to this prerogative, in con- 
fequenpe of others it had enjoyed from time 
immemofiaL 

The king replied to the remonftrance of 
the dukes, by a letter remarkable for 
its barbarous French, humiliating apologies, 
and unkingly di<5lion. 
Afinguiar . The Icttcr is given as a curious fpecimen 

frivolous and ^ •"• 

ilit^r of of bad Gompofition, and fingular frivolity in 

Louis XV. ,, , ^ _ 

the letter of a monarch, 

*^ The ambaflador of the emperor and em- 
pre& queen, in an audience which he had 
of nie^ , has afked me from his mafter (and I 
am obliged to give credit to what he lays) 
that I would be pleafed to give fome mark of 
diftinftion to Madame Je Lorraine, at the 

prefent 
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prefeut marriage of my grandfon with the 
arch-'dutchefs Antoinette. The dance at 
fhe, ball being the only thing which is of no 
material confequence, fincc the choice of 
the dancers, both men and women, only 
depends pn my will, without any diftindlion 
of places, ranks, or dignities, except -the 
princes and princelfes of my blood, who can- 
not he compared or placed in the rank with 
any other Frenchman, and not chufmg be- 
fides to innovate in any thing uiual at my 
court, I believe that the great (Ids grands) 
and the nobility of my kingdom, in virtue of 
fubmiffion, attachment, and even friend(hip 
which they have ever (hewn to me and my 
predecelTors will nevet do any thing which 
can difpleafe me^ and above all in this pre* 
lent circumftance, where I defire to (hew to 
the emprefs my gratitude of the prefent (he 
has made, which I hope, as well as you, 
w^ill' make the happinels of the reft of my 
days.'" 

M z ' This 
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This embarra^d letter, it is curious to 
obferve^ covL^i^snczxlyoiz^ngle period! It 
is probably his majefty was its author ; he has 
no claims to the honour of being a fine writer, 
nor a friend to an afthmatic reader. 

The matter did not here terminate. A 
great number of ladies invited on the occafion 
were abfent from the ceremony. The dukes 
held affemblies on this fatal minuet. It was 
under their patronage that a work which diA 
plays, uncommon erudition and tafte was 
publifhed. It is entitled, " An Effay on the 
Rank and Honours of the Court. '^ This wa^ 
anfwered by the Abbe Georget, iu a volu- 
minous work, which . difplayed ftill more- 
erudition than the forrAer. 
Refleaions What a concatenation of frivolity does all 
this exhibit ! The king fufFers a pretty girl 
to dance a mmuet, and behold the nobility of 
France are affembled, draw up remon-r 
ftrances, and their ladies banifh- themfelve^ 
from court, ^ The king wirites a niiferable 

letter^ 



on a court 
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letter, and two learned fcholars produce two 
curious works — and all this for a minuet ! 

Voltaire has perfectly charafterifed thcle Xa^Stei'of' 
courtiers by two admirable verfes, who «»>««)««»"• 

Vent en poftc a VcrfaiUc efliiycr des mcpris, 
Qu'ik reviennent foudain rendre en pofte.a Parii. 

Such were the timid, vile, and fervile 
courtiers. Difgufted and contemned at the 
court, they crawled in all the dirty and cor- 
rupt paths of intrigue; but haughty, vain, 
and infolcnt at Parrs, tjiey infuhed the nation 
by an oftentatious magnificence, and a con- 
tinued ufurpatiofr of the juft rights of their 
fellow citizens. 

Latterly when their poverty was greater thc courti. 

' . crs marry 

than their pride, they condefcended to inter- 'Z^'^tt 
marry with families who, without having^ ''''* 
to boaft of the honours of nobility, had ac- 
quired the immenfe fortunes of commercial 

M 3 {peculation. 
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Ipcculation. The nobles wanted the money 
which the financiers had accumulated, and 
the financiers wanted the honours of the 
nobles. The financier can only be regarded ' 
as a rpbber of magnitude, and the noble wa5 
the receiver of the ftolen goods. When 
thefe lords married intq obfcure but rich 
families, they ufed to call this a<^, faimg 
dung to fatten their ejlates. They too often 
latterly realfy dishonoured : themfelve^ by 
Ihameful marriages. Many of the nobility 
were united to prtfjiitutesj and opera dancers,^ 
It is very probable that this became a 
fafhion in confequence of the example of 
Louis XV. who placed almoft on his throne, 
a woman, who had been, at an early age, 
proftituted to the embraces of the lowelt 
clafles ; but feleded by the debauched tafte 
of this monarch, he exhibited himfelf and hex- 
as a fpedacle to ^11 !purope; and paved the 
way to that execration which every honeft 
man feels, at the view of a diflblutCjj ^ener-r ' 

vated, 
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vated, and defgotio prinae. But tjbe^ fan 
ihine in v/hjich this herd of fplendid fUiTes 
byjlked and wantoned, has pait— ^Thcy 
lived, 



Rcgardlefs of the fwccpiiig whirlwind's fway, 
Thai hufh- 4 in grim repofe, expcdts his evening prey; 

Quay. 



The foUowinor anecdote will amufe the i^^^"*:^ »*^"- 

O lator It an 

^t I 'j , . 1 . r 1_ ^ unfair critic 

poetical reader, and convince him pf what, of verfes 

written 

perhaps he is ready to acknowledge, that a^sj)^^*"** 
vile flatterer at court is an unfair critic of 
thofe verf?s which are not adapted to give 
pleafure to iiis patron or patronefe. 

The Duchefs of Polignac, being pregnar^t, 
to be nearer the queen, in order to pay her 
utmoft attention to her royal friend, in the 
&mmer of 1781, had begged of Madame 
4e Bouflers, to permit her to rei)t her houle, 
at Auteil, celebrated for its gardens laid out 
iH the Engliih tafte. This lady extremely 
^t^ched to diis little, place, which had long 

^I 4 formed 
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formed' her favourite emplpyment, and not 
being defirouv however, of difobliging the 
powerful Dutchefe, anfwered her demand, 
by the following verfes. 

Tout cc que vous voycx, confpirc a vos defirs, 
Vos jours toujours fereins coulent dans les plaifirs, 
L*empire en eft pour vous Tinepuifable fource ; 
Ou fi quelque chagrin en IntciTompt la courfe, 
Le courtifan, foigneux a les entretenirv 
S'emprcffe a I'effac^r de votrc fouvenir. 
Moi je fuis feule ici, quelqu' ennui qui me prefle, 
Je n!en vois dans men fort aucuh qui s*iiiterefle ; 
Et n'ai pour tout plaifir» Madame, que ces ileurty 
Pont le parfum exqyis vipnt charmer mes douleur^. 

All that you fee confpire to your defires, J 

Your life fefenely flows amid the pleafurei, 
The empire is to you th' eternal fource; 
Orif fome little care arrcfts its courfe 
The courtier, watchful ft ill to guard it faiT» 
Haftcns to blot it from your memory. 
Here I alone, though many a care perplex, 
See none who feel an intereft for me» I 

And find no other pleafure than thefe flowers, 
' Whofe cxquifite perfume can charra ray grief, 

^ The Dutchefs x?f Polignac having fliewii 
thefe verfes- as an obliging turn Madame j 

de Bouflers 
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de Bouflers had taken to refufe her ; tibo adu- 
lators of this royal favourite, found them ex- 
tremely bad, and imagined that in this 
manner they might gratify their patronefs. 
The criticirms of thefe fatellites of this court 
planet, were conveyed to Madame Bou- 
flers — I am forry, replied the ingenious lady, 
for poor Racine ; for they are bis. And in 
fatl thefe beautiful verfes are to be foimd in 
the Britannicus, Ad 11, Scene 3, 

In 1782, the moft interefting objeft which Enormous 

bankruptqr 

prefents ifcif, is the bankruptcy of the Prince ''^^J'^"''*' 
de Guemenee, the great Chamberlain of 
France, and the Priricefs, the Governante 
of the royal family* Often talked of, it 
found no believers, till the magnificent ruin 
appeared. They were continually mocking - 
new loans, and as the confidence of the 
lenders did not fail, they were enabled, for a 
confiderable time, to pay their arrears, but 
at the fame time, enornaoufly fwelled the 
2 mafs 
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Oiafs of' their debts. The public awakened 
from its delufion, no more lenders appeared; 
^d a b^nkriiptcy was ;|nnoupced, anaounting 
tq the amazing fum pf twerity-fiv? to (if'rtjf 
millions! This magnificent lord fuddenly 
flilappeared, and a general defblation took 
place 5tt Paris ; fuch was the number of hi? 
creditors, and fuch the ^xcefe qf the failure^ 

Xh? houfe of the RohaoSj qf whopi the 
Prince was tho h?^, ^y^re diflx^fted, ai^d 
the Prince of Soubife, fincc the fatal an- 
nounce, neither eat nor flept. The fteward 
of the prince was arrefted, with fcveral other 
officers and brokers epaployed ]^y him* A 
decree of the king's council wgis pafled, to 
feizc every thing belonging to the eftate, 
X^e life gpnuities which the bankrupt PrincQ 
had granted,, amounted to above two millions^^ 
of Uvres* In this fum are included a con- 
fiderable nurnber of penfions made to mu- 
ficiansf, fingers, opera dancers; for this mag-? 
nificent lord had a cpAcert, ^ theatre, 494 

every 
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^vepy other appendage of iextravagant q^% 
price, which might haften his ruin. 

On examination, his lady the prineefs was . 
found to have equally participated in the. 
bankruptcy of her huflband, and had at leaft' 
equalled him in every ipecies of luxurious 
expence. Sha indeed, not only received the 
W^agea for her attendants and equipages, but 
ihe expended them on her own private plea- 
liires, and granted thepi life annuities in. 
their pla?e. She now received her dif- 
miflion from court, and the prince retired to ' 
]>Javarre, wa5 there retailed by the oi'der of 
his majcfty. 

If the houfe of Rohan felt through all its AnoWcjnan 

^ exults in the 

branches, dilhonour and diftraftion, on this hl°'"i!2kf 
fatal occafion, there was one at leaft who 
appeared to glory in it. The great almoner, 
brother to the Prince de Guemene, confidcred 
this extraordrinary bankruptcy as an honour- 
ble diftinftion for his houfe. , He faid, tiaf 
there was only one king or one Rohan who 

could 
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cotdd make an equai bankruptcy. And indeed 
it was obferved at the time, that the kings 
of Sardinia, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, and 
Naples, could not poffibly imitate the Prince 
de Guemene. 

The infamous confolation of the great 
almoner was properly anfwered by the Mare- 
chale de Luxembourg. When flie was 
told by a courtier that the failufe of the 
Prince de Guemene, was^ the bankrupcy of a 
fovereign ; Ihe anfwered; yes, but it is to be 
hoped it will be the laft ad of fovereignty 
made by the houfe of Rohan, AU the 
higher nobility indeed were not difpleafedat 
this event, fo humiliating to the Rohans, 
whofe pretenfions and powers had long been 
the objed of court hatred and envy. 

Several of this illuftrious family, attempted 
to fave the diihonour of their family, by re- 
tirement,. The ^riflcefs of Marfan, it was faid 
in the height of court favour, withdrew^ into 
theirkfojoxcfolitudc of a convent, and gave up 
' '^ her 
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her revenues to maintain the honour of her 
houfe, if it were poflible. But every day ex- 
pofed fome new infamy of the Prince. Since 
the war he had employed agents at Brefti 
and in almoft all the. ports, to feduce the poor 
failbrs, and -other fea-faring perfbns, who 
returning home either with prices, or other 
profits, were deceived by an appearance of 
placing their little fortune to fingular advan- 
tage. It was thus he feized on an immenfe 
property, to ferve him to pay his penfions to 
opera dancers. Such, however, was the 
violent clamour among this honeft and rough 
clafs, that the king thought proper to appeafe 
them, by an immediate diftribution of 
-money. 

On this occafion Mademoifelle Guimard, Curi«it let- 

' tcr of Ma- 

that refined courtezan, alike capable of every G™mIrd^o 
extravaganqe of debauchery, and grandeur a* cucmc- 

. ^ . nee on hit 

of foul, as the anecdotes relative to her fuf- ^^'"p''^- 
ficiently provtf^ wrote the following letter, 
which throws over the voluptuoufhefs of a- 

prodigal 
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prodigal, a veil of a delicate texture; It 
renders engaging what fhould excite our ab- 
horrence, and fbftens vice of half its repul- 
fion, by taking away all its groffnefs* It is 
written with art and elegance. 

Letter from Mademoifclle Guimard, and 
other dancers of the opera to the prince of 
Soubile. 

My Lord, 

Accui^omed, I and -my companions, to 
pofTefs you amidfts us, every evening in the 
Lyrical Theatre, we have obferved with re- 
gret of the bittereft nature, that you have 
, fevered yourfelf not only from the pleafure of 
the reprefentation, but that not one of us, 
had been fummoned to thofe delicious petit- 
foupersi where frequently we have alternately 
had the happinefs of pleafing .and amufmg 
yoUr . Fame has.loo well inf9rmed us of the. 
caufe of your, folitude. Hitherto we have 
been fearful to trouble you ; compelling our 
f«lfibility to yield to our reiped:> we had iiot 
-X vet 
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yet dared to break the filence, without the 
preffing motive to which our delicacy can no 
longer refifti 

We had always fkttered ourfelves, my 
Lrord, that the bankruptcy (for we muft em- 
ploy this term with which all the polite cir- 
cles, gazettes^ France and all Europe refound) 
that the bankruptcy of the prince deGuemene 
would not be fb enormous as it was firft do- 
clared; that the wife precautions taken by 
the king to infure to the claimants their juft 
proportipns ; to fhun the charges and depre- 
dations more dreadful than the failure itfelf, 
would not fruftrate the general expedation : 
but the diforder has na doubt rilen to fc ex- 
ceflive an height, that no hope remains.* 
We judge of this, by the generous facrtjices 
to which imitating your example^ the principal* 
heads of your illuftripus hpuie relign them- 
felves. 

We Ihdvrld confider ourfelves as gwilty of 
atrocious^ingratitude, my lord, if we did not 

alio. 
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alfo, imitating you in afliffing yovLtbuntafniy^ 
if wc did not bring to you the penfions 
which your munificence laviflied on us. 

Apply thefe revenues, my lord, to the re- 
hef of fo many fuffcring officers, of fo many 
poor men of letters, of fo many unfortunate 
domeftics, whom the prince de Guemen^, 
drags into the abyfs with himfelf. For us, we 
haye other refources; we Ihall have loft no- 
thing, my lord, if you will prefcrve for us 
yourefteem; we (hall even be gainers, if in 
refuiing at prefent your favours, we fliall 
compel our detraftors to agree, that we were 
not entirely unworthy of them. 

We are with the moft profound refpedl, 
&c. 

' From the box of Mademoifelle Guimard^ 
Friday, 6 Decenoiber, 17^2. 

The accounts of the prince ftood thus. 
There were to pay 

1,800,000 livres in life annuities, 
4,000,000 in perpetual annuities. 

There 
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There were only 500^00 livxes of feal 
income I Madame de Marian^ and it» 
Cardinal de Rohan took 00 themfelves to pay 
th^'fmaJi Jeksf which otherwife would bavf 
ruined about one thoufetid. five huodre^ 
iiumlies! 

On this occaiion Loui3 XV L behaved with 
^eat firmneis. After {everal unTucCeisful 
applications^ the prince de Soubiie wa3 the 
bearer of a letter from his relatbn the prince 
dc Guemene to the kingt but his majefty 
threw it unopened into the £re, in adding^ 
I will hear no more; tell him that he muft 
not flatter himfelf ever to appear before me 
till his debts are paid« 



The late Manuel in his Hiftofv of the Po»- Anedcteot 

Widows 

lice of Paris, has given an anecdote refpeding J^^^^^^"^ 
the duke of Chartres (Egalite) that is by no * ""*' 
means improbable. He notices a clafs of 
women who in the public places of amufe- 
ment, take pleafure in pointing at the widcws 

N ' whofe 
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whofe hujbatids arc yet dlwe^ and claim |Jre- 
cedence of thofc Penelopes^-— Who is IJic in 
the next box at the playhoufe, whofe dia- 
^monds are fb brilliant and fo thickfet? cries 
the virtuou? daughter of Penthievre.— Don't 
you know her, anfwers the lady fhe Ipoke 
to— -5/&^ is your bujband's kept mjirefs ! He 
idls us alfo that the late prince de Conti, 
:whjo, like fo many other courtiers,^ fell a 
«nartyr to debauchery, gave to an opera girl 
•One day a coach and three hundred louis, 
.which ihe immediately fpent with one of his 
own muficians. Of another this prince faid, 
^*- 1 have taken her, I cannot tell why ; I keep 
her, I cannot tell wherefore, and (he has 
already coft me^ above one thoufand louis, for 
^vhicH I can give no reafbn." And ycty 
compared with feme of his companions, 
the prince does not appear by any means 
ejj^avagant. 

The military crofs of the corps of Saint 
Louis had been infUtuted by Louis XIV. as 

' an 
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&ti honourable reobmpeiifce for thofe who had thc miii. 

* tary Croft of 

diftiiiguifhed themfelves in war, and had JitractJ by 
afterwards degenerated into a mark of honour .!»«•• 
for every officer who had ferved for the Ipace 
of twenty years* In thus multiplying the 
bearers of this crofs, it's value became every 
day lefs and lefs, at length the court degraded 
at till it became contemptible* It was now 
the badge of infamy, the fpurious ho- 
nour of a Parafite, a Pandar, or any other 
vermin of the court. It was often obtained 
by perfbns whp long confined for their ill 
conduft in prifbn, thought proper to get 
themfelves decorated by this military mark 
of honour. M. de Sauvigny, becaufc he 
wrote an indifferent poem for the count 
d'Artois, received this crofs; and as he was 
known not to be the bravefl man in the 
■world, it afforded fome entertainment, to fee 
him wear this ornament, which bears for its 

motto, 

Virtittis bellica praemlum. 
The prize of milicaiy yirtue. 

Nx It 
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TheFreftch It Was thc boaft of the French nati^ 

under the 

*«°^^^"^\°^^ that by the virtue of their Salic law, they 
were not governed by a woman. It is cer- 
tain however, that nothing is kfs true ; for 
it was ever a miftrefs of the king,' or the 
minMler, (though lately a queen,) who di- 
reded the affairs of government. Neither of 
the three laft monarch? of France, were 
abfolute at home. The nvomen influenced 
every department of government. They 
appointed rainifters, generals, bifhops, &c. 
Mademoifelle Arnoulx, connected with the 
Bifliop of Orleans, had under her diredlions 
iht feuille des benefices \ and not only ap- 
pointed her creatures to, or fold the vacant 
benefices, but more than once direfled her 
Singular prefentatiohs by a whim. It was thus, that 
the Jpri- fhe o:ave the bilhopric of XSraJfe to an abbe, 

Cious mode ox u/ 

BiihopTand becaufe he was remarkable for a meagre and. 
lank countenance. Keriaint, lately guillo- 
tined, was appointed to the command of the 
Ifhigenia^ a frigate, becaufe he was a great 

admirer 
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admirer ofth^^er^f of that name, m which 
Ihe performed the principal character 1 

The women indeed greatly coatributedv to The female 

^ '^ fex greatly 

propagate the dogmas of the revobtion. Itt^rRevl"! 
has beeii ob&rvpd, that the chriftjan r^ligioa 
was in its infant ftate, cherifhed atid px0'» 
tefted by the female fex. Whatever is a4-^ 
dreffed to the imagination by an ideal per* 
fedion, and engages by its novelty, is con- 
genial to the lively feniibility of the feminine 
mind. The beautiful profpe£fcs opened by 
the modern philofbphers, enchanted their 
inxaginatiori. But another caufe occurred 
which 4iiade the femdt part of thp nati^n^ 
d»- votariils of the philbfephers, All th« 
women, of the fecond order, and the wealthy 
Bourgeoifes^ could not pg,tieiitly fijiFer that 
immenfe diftauce which the ladies of rank, 
and the whole ij.obiIity, had formed hetween 
tbcm* They delighted in a Revolution which 
flionld place them pu a ieyel with thefe 
iugher orders ; and they have ipo-ppea'ajed a? 

N 3 much 



HH 



kiNISTERS 



id?ribS7n AX 7^ ^^^ attempt to defcribe the fitu*^ 

lH'tSne ^ ation of Louis XVI. at the moment 

. the youthful monarch afcended the throne. 

Louis XV. dies, a prince of only twenty years 

iucceeds. At firft he had no other council, than 

the advice which the late dauphin, his father, 

had left him in his own hand writing. This 

• precious gift was not to be opened till the fbn 

-•-•'- ' W?IS 
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Wlis tcatcd an the throiie. Lx>uis XVL with 
all imaginable ardour haftencd- to open the 
manufcript, that he might ,with a religious 
veneration, perform its contents. He ob- ^^^^^^'^^^^^ 
ferves, that his father advifes him to invite L^'er to hii 
ti> court, for his Mentor, M, de Machault, as 
the moft able perfon to direft his fteps, when 
the weight of royalty fhould fall on him, at a 
period, when the only means to fupport it 
coisld yet be a redlitude of intention, and a 
defire of benevolence. Faithful to the wifhes 
ef his father the youthful Louis, immediately 
takes a pen, and writes the following letter ta 
M* de Machault. r 

C&oi/y^ I J t& May 9 ^77^ 



t( 



In the juft grief which overwhelms me, 
and which I participate with all the kingdom, 
I have great duties to fulfil ; I am king, and 
this name includes all my obligations. But I 
have only twenty ' years, and I have no£ 
acquired all the knowledge neceflary for my 

I fituation, 
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Situation, and alfo I muft not fee any of the 
minifters, fince they have all been with the 
king during his contagious diftemper. The 
confidence which I repofe in your probity, 
and your profound knowledge in affairs, in- 
duces me to diefire you would affift me with 
your advice/ Come as fbon as you can 
poffibly, and you will do me a great plea- 
sure. • :' 

Louis.'* 
.... . . ,• ^ 

M. de Machault merited in every relpeft 
the confidence of the young monarch. He 
had long been the minifter of finances and of 
law under Louis XV. It appears that he 
had been difmifled from his employments in 
the reign of the preceding monarch, becaufe 
he was defirous of obliging the clergy, (that 
^ numerous and untaxed body in the ftate) to 
pay the taxes like other citizens. Louis XV. 
had fiipported him for fome time againft his 
enemies, but the ecclefiaftical cabal repeate4 

their 
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riieircfForts, and Louis XV. yielded*. Since 
his difmiflion M. de Machault lived on his 
cftate in the deepeft retirement, efteemed by 
every honeft man, and hated by the clergy. 

There now remained nothing wanting but 
the direftion of the letter, to fend it to M. 
^achault; but whether it was a natural 
timidity, or a defire of confirming the good- 
nefs of his choice, Louis XVI. went to his 
aunt Mademoifelle Adelaide ; communicates 
to her the intentions of his father, and (hews 
the letter he had in confequence written, but 
not addreffed. The princefs approves his 
conduft,' and even defires her nephew to 



* This appears by an cxtra<5t from a letter, written by 
}^ouis XV. to his favourite da^hter the dutchefs of 
Parma, It is pr^ferved by the author of the private Life 
of Loijis XV. The king wrote, " They have done 
(o much that they have forced mfe to difmifs Machault, 
the man of my heart; I fhall never forgive myfelf"— 
This trait admirably depidts the charafter of Louis XV. 
It {hQws his diihonourable love of eafe ; a defire of afking 
rightly ; a difcernment to perceive what was right, and a 
f^^eblenefs which rendered all bis defires abortive. 

fend 
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fend off a courier immediately with the letter.. 
The king unfortunately keeps it back feveral 
hours. Mademgifellc^ Adelaide, as moft 
ladies would naturally do, informs her female 
fuite of the choice of the prime minifter. 
The news darts like lightning, and the 
alarm Is Ipread among the courtiers. Every 
one among this iycophantic fwarm, dreaded 
the integrity, and the auftere virtues of the 
minifter now to be called as the pilot of the 
realm. Soon intrigue is put in motion, and 
corruption follows; one hundred thouland 
crowns are offered to a lady (who was well 
known to have a great influence over the 
mind of the princefs,) if fhe was to be fuc- 
cefsful in changing the choice in favour of 
M. Maurepas. This gentleman had been 
minifter at the juvenile age of fifteen, and 
had been difmiffed at thirty. He poffeffed 
a fund of intrigue and good nature although 
now advanced in life, he was known for 
having lived a life of diffipation, and to be of 

a temper 
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a temper pliant to all, while he remained in 
office. M. de Maurepas, in a word, was the 
perfbn adapted to the views of thefe courtiers, 
defirous of prolonging the abufes of the 
late reign. The hundred thoufand crowns 
tempted the lady of honour, and fhe adrpitly 
insinuated to the princels^ that the choice of 
M. de Machault would not fail, of offending 
the clergy, that in confequence the com- 
4nencement of the new reign would be 
ftormy; in fhort, (he contrived to alarm 
Mademoifelle Adelaide; this princefs h^flens 
to difclofe her anxiety to the king, and the 
imfbrtunate Louis XVI. naturally timid, 
and now dreading the confequences of this 
his firft aft of royalty, he finifhed bydirefting 
the fame letter to the count de Maurepas ! 

It was thus, that in his firft flep towards 
the throne, he fell into a net; and this firft 
error wa$ the fertile fburce of a thoufand 
•others. The old Maurepas, on the brink of 
his tomb, immediately thought it necefTary 

to . 
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to feciire friends, who, itl extolling him everjr 
where, concurred in maintaining him in the 
place of great vifier. To augment their 
number, he bought them in all modes* Td 
fbme he gave penfions; for others, he made 
new offices ; and by'thefe rtieans haftened the 
ruin and deficit of the finances. What, in- 
deed, had this nobleman done to be raifed to 
the important poft of prime minifter? He 
poffeffed great gaiety ; wrote epigrams ; was a 
lover of every kind of frivolity and diffipa/- 
tion; and no man loft by being his friend* 
He was an accompliflied gentleman, but an 
unlkilful minifter. Such a premier, there- 
fore, could not but be grateful to the diflblute 
courtiers of Verfailies. Such fatal confe- 
quences never arofe from changing the ad- 
drefs of a letter. 
ADccdotesof Maurepas, foon called tohis aid M. Turgot, 

Tutgot. , r 

as minifter of finances. This latter, fome lay, 
brought with him nan-ow views and mifera- 
.ble reforms, but his probity is acknowledged by 
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all parties. Tui;got was, as we have men- 
tioned, of the fed of the Economifts. The 
following anecdote concerning his elevation 
is eittemely curious. When he was eledledin* 
to office, the choice was by no nnieans agreea- 
,ble to thofe Economifts themfelves, who were 
admitted into the eleufynian myfteries of the 
fociety. This naturally excited great fiir- 
prife When they were a(ked, how it hap- 
pened that they were not charmed with the 
promotion of one of their members to the 
place of comptroller general ? Becaufe> 
they replied, Turgot is an honeft man ; he 
will yet maintain the edifice, for fome titne^ 
by continued little props ; and fuch a man 
we do not want — Who would you have in curious 

- . * ^ n 1 r^ J ' 1 anecdote of 

his place r was alked. Calonne they an- ^hc Ei^on©. 
fwered — Calonne ! what Calonne, the greateft 
of diffipators? — Yes, Calonne (the. Econo- 
mifts always anfwered) he will finifli to dif- 
iipate all the finances; he in a (hort time 

wiU 
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will haften the fall of the edifice, and ^e 
then PmU form a new onel 

At firft the eledion of Turgot excited A 
national cnthufiafm. It appeared as if the 
Saturnian age was returning. Yet under this 
philofopher the nation was not fb happy as 
was cxpcftcd. The government corfedel 
many of the proprieties (all exclufive rights) 
and one part . of the nation was cruflied to 
relieve the other. Liberty was the word of 
the Economifts, at the fame moment, (faicl 
fome,) that the moft arbitrary power wa$F 
exerted againft the prefcribed part. This 
conduft was glaringly contradidory. Turgot 
anfwered one, who made this obfervatiori — 
**■ The right of contradifting me, is part of 
that liberty which I would eftablifh.'* 

Atnong the reforms, or rather the liberty 
\vhich Turgot was defirous of inftituting, a 
plcafant circumftance took place in confe- 
qucnce of the edift which fuppreffed all cor- 
porations, and allowed every man to take up 

what^ 
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\^hat profeflion he chofe. A perfon who had Anecdote of 

one who 

ho profeflion iat all, and was in great want of [^l^J^^^J^J/^J 
one, invented a new mode of livelihood, by 
Jaying nuiffks. He nfed to enter fcveral 
churches every day, and get his half-crown. 
He was at length difcovered, and taken up. 
Interrogated oia the reafon of his facrilegious 
occupation, he drew out of his pocket, his 
majefty's edid, which fiipprefled all corpora-- 
ttonsy and faid, " It is in virtue of this liberty 
granted to every one, to take up what trade 
he chufes, that I have n>ade myfelf a prieft^ 
I know no profeflion ; I muft live, and I find 
1 can do the duty of the mafs extremely 
well. You may alk thofe who have been 
prefent at hundreds of mine/' 

The parliament of Paris oppofed with 
their remonftrances the innovations of Tur- 
got. The court confeffed that they had 
been miftaken, the enlightened Turgot was 
difrnifled, and things were reinftated on 
their old footing. It muft be acknowledged, 

O that 
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that fuch a diverfity of fyftems rapidly fol- 
lowing each other, could not but juftly 
irritate the nation ; whom, like an unhappy 
convift, every qUack was allowed to try his 
experiments on. 

Sftir N^dll '^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ quack was Necker, who 
was likewife introduced by Maurepas.— ^ 
Necker had originally been a banker, and 
had enriched himfelf, by the ufual means of 
Speculation, and intrigue, and it is faid, that 
• his connexion with the infamous abbe Ter- 
rai(who confidered the people as fo many 
beafts of burthen) did more credit to his 
political views, than to that afFedtation of 
public good which he afterwards profefled. 
We fhall not decide on his charader. He 
certainly promifed miracles ; but it is now a 
late age to perform them. He alfb amufed 
the nation with feveral publications. Vol- 
taire did not think highly of the books of our 
financier, as appears by the following anec- 
dote. When a work of Necker's was lent 

to 
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to thi^-wit for his opmion, he wrote for an- 
fwer, ** I do not know of any writings of 
M, Necker which are better than his bills of 
exchange.'* Neck» at length became 
comptroller general, and, it is faid, that 
when he was once firmly fixed in this place, 
his views were by no means confonant with 
thofe of his patron Maurepas, and his ma- 
jefty. He enjoyed, however, the confidence 
of the nation; the bankers and the pro- 
teftants were particularly devoted to him; 
for he was a banker and a proteftant. The 
proteflxmt expeded to receive under his ad- 
miniftration, the rights of a citizen, and the 
banker to participate in fome profitable 
loan. 

The great work publifhed in his name (for 
d'Alembert and others it is believed, ailiftcd 
him) was the Compte rendu, or thte balance * 
of France. It had hardly been publifhed a few 
hours when twelve thouiand copies were fold. 
The Royale and moft other printing offices, 

.O 2 ^uld 
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could not fatisfy the eager demands of the 
public. It was an extraordinary novelty for 
the French nation, who had not been ac* 
cuftomedto fee their minifters of finance 
condefcend to offer them aftate of it's fitua-^ 
tion, and place under their own eyes their 
prefent and paffed accounts. It was a 
dangerous experiment. The cnthufialin 
Ipread through all claffes, and every French- 
man marvelled and exulted. , 

It was too capital a production to efcapc 
critical (arcafin. The count de Lauragais, 
famous for his bon mots, made the following 
pun; he faid it was not un Compte rendu j but 
un Conte bleu. It happened to, be fewed un- 
luckily in blue covers. The following hu- 
morous advertifement defcribes it not amifs. 
It is proper to obferve, that the authors are 
faid to have been d*x^lembert, de la Harpe, 
two Abbes, a Clerk, and M. Necker. ** The 
Balance of France, a Romance, in quarto, 
imitated from the Irifh account by Law,* 

Tranflated 
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Tranilated bj a fociety of men of letters^ 
and preceded by an epiftle, dedicated to the 
king^ by M. Necker; with the approba- 
tion of the anti-turgotifis; anti-ccononiifts ; * 
exchange {peculators of France and Europe^ 
as well as of all ftock-jobbers.'^ 

We do not pretend from ourfelves to 
decide on the chara6ter and views of Necker. 
By what can he gathered from various quajr-^ 
ters, it would appear^ that he had an iniatiable 
ambition ; and as was faid at the time of his 
rpqall, that he feemed to afpirc to the throne 
itfcli^ and become Necker L It^would alfo 
appear that the evils of France are to be at* 
tributed to him. He attempted to regenerate 
(iays the author of the Lettres Hiftoriques) a 
great nation; he has bewildered it, he has loft 
it, and he at length finifhes by lofing himfelf. 
He may, therefore, be compared to that 
madman Eroftratus, who burnt the Ephefian 
lemple, that his name might be prpfervedt 

Q3 Jt 
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It is^ well known that Mrs. Necker was the 
» fecret fpring of her huftand's aftions. 

Louiixn. Louis XVI. appears to have feifed his 
•"^^^- charaaer with juft difcrimination- The 
following anecdote is given on good au- 
thority. After his majefty had a long con- 
ference wjth Necker, he told Maurepas.— 
*' I have feen yo\jr friend, we muft employ 
him for the maintenance of credit, but we 
muft bind his hands in other refpefts. He is 
an ambitious, adventurous and daring mam 
It feems after what he has infinuated to me, 
that he conflders himfelf capable of being 
prime minifter.'* Maurepas promifed t* 
keep him merely as direftor of the finances. 
" You will fee," continued the king, " that 
he won't reft there." 

.SnTcr. -^f*^^ t^^ ^^ft difmiffion of Necker, fuc- 
cecded Calonne, a man not lefs ambitious, nor 
lefs dangerous; but different in this, that he 
was a poiifhed and abjeft courtieJf. It jvill bcr 
fuiScient to obferve, * that he was a favourite 

with 
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with the que^n; and that he would refufc 
no prodigality whenever it furthered his 
views. A proper minifter for the exhaufted 
treafury of a ruined nation! 

His charader is forcibly depided by an 
anecdote in our article of The Queen. 



It is fiippofed, that by an article in the curious 

^* ' -^ ^ anecdote of 

treaty of peace, made with France in ijSi^^i^TTi 

t T-% 1 1 1 r -r^ miniftcrs 

by England, the court of r ranee was re-inpo«n« 



ftrained from increafing its navy by buildmg 
new men of war. In confequence of this 
fuppofition, moft of the French provinces 
made a Spontaneous gift to his majefty of a 
man of war. Thus many of the French 
fhips bear provincial names; {iich are the 
Languedoc; the Bourgogne; the Bretagne, 
&c. Thefe prefents were grat^afully received 
by that illuftrious beggaJr, the monarch of 
France ; who though he might have agrepd 
to obtain peace on the humiliating terms of . 
not building men of war, had not confented 

O 4 ( to 
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to refufe thofe which might he given to him* 
But it was not the intereft of the courts that 
thefe patriotic gifts fliould be too much 
noticed by the nation, nor England, In 
January 1762, M. Colardcau, had cele- 
brated in a poem, entitled *^ Patriotifin," 
the various and honourable gifts, which the 
different bodies of the kingdom had volun-* 
tarily haftened to' offer to his majefty. This 
poem was not allowed, when firfl written, 
to be printed. Such indeed was the rigour 
of the Policq on this head, that the confec-^ 
tionersj having formed in their fweetmeats, 
and other fugared allegories, feveral ingeni-^ 
ous monuments to mark the patriotic fer- 
vour, the officers vifited the Jhops^ and pul- 
verifed thefe fwcet , and political morfels. 
At length the enthufiafm of the nation was 
permitted to take its range, and a fhort 
time afterwards the poem of Colardeau waa 
approved by the court; and a conliderable 
number of patriotic poems, -and fweetmeats 

appcarecl 
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appeared at the fame time. Such was the 
wavering irrefolution,^and the minute pru- 
dence of the court, and the Police ! Such 
the patriotifpa and frivolity of the French! 

All thefe poems were not fo. excellent as a humour, 

ous politio^ 

the fweetmeats. The artifts in fugar fuc- ^^^[W 
ceeded niuch better than thofe ia vcrfe. 
Among the little pieces which inundated 
Paris, on this occafion, the following hu- 
mourous one by Voltaire, to excite the fame 
paffion in, or to ridicule the non-patriotifm of 
the Clergy has too much merit to be paffed 
over in filence; It is a nleafant fatire gu the 
cccleiiafticst 

^xtraSi from the GazetU. of London^ ZQtb 
February^ ijti. 
K We learn that our neighbours the 
IPrench are animated as much, as ourfelves, 
by the Ipirit of pattiotifin. Several bodies 
pf that kingdom, have fign^li2?4 theiir ^eal 

fcM- 
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for their king and country. They yield even 
the neceflaries of life to furnilh (hips, and 
we are given to underftand that the Monks, 
who alfo ihould love the king, will, no 
doubt, beftow their rich fuperfluities.'* 

" We are informed that the BenediSlineSy 
who pofTels about nine millions of livres of 
revenue in the kingdom of France, will 
furnifh, • at leaft, nine fhips of the firft rate. 
That the Abbot of Citeaux, a very impor- 
tant perfonage in the ftate, fince he pofTefles 
without contradi6lion, the finefl vineyards of 
Burgundy, and the ampleft tuns, will aug- 
ment the marine with ibme of his calks. 
At prefcnt he is building a palace^ which 
will cofl him a million arid /even hundred 
thoufand livres^ and he has already fpentj^^r 
hundred thotifand livres J m building a chapel 
to the glory of God ; he is now preparing to 
build fhips for the glory of the king." 

** This edifying example, we are alfo 
informed, .will be followed by .Clairvaux. 

Though 
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Though the vineyards of Clairvaux are not 
fo confiderable as thofe of Citeaux, but as it 
pofftffcs forty thoufand acres of.foreft, and 
other wood lands, it certainly is very capa-^ 
ble of building feveral good Ihips." 

" This will be followed by the Chartreux, 
who, indeed, were the firft to enter into the ^ 
proje6l, becaufe they are veiy nice in pro- 
'viding their tables with the beft fifli, and it is 
therefore, their intereft to have an open fca. 
They enjoy three millions of revenue in 
France, all which is fpent in procuring the 
fineil turbots and foals. It is faid that they 
will give out of their three millions, three 
fine fhips of the line. , . 

" The Premontres^ and the Cannes^ arc 
' as neccfiary in a diate, as the Chartreux, . 
and as they are equally rich, they will give 
the laine quota. ' The other Monks will bear 
their proportionable Ihares, The French 
are fo certain of this voluntary oblation from 
all the Monks, that it is evident^ they muft be 

*' regarded 
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regarded as the enemies of their country, if 
they fhould ftill continue to riot in their 
ufual luxuries, unmindful of the urgent 
neceffities of the nation." 

** The Jews of Bourdeaux have all joined 
their fubfcriptions ; the Monks, who arc 
certainly as good as the Jews, will be jea- 
lous, no doubt, to maintain the fuperiority 
of the new law over the ancient. 

♦« P. S. As France is in great want of 
Jailor Sy the prior of the Celejiinsy has pro- 
pofed to all regular abbes. Priors, fub^priors^ 
reSiars^ fuperiorsj who will furnifh thefe 
ihips» to fend a vaft multitude of brave 
novices to ferve as midfliipmen, and athletic 
profefled monks^ to f^rve as failors. As thelo 
fturdy rellgionifts do nothing but live weU, 
walk about the ftreets, and pray> the faid 
prior has, in an admirable oration, fhewn 
I that it is ading againft the fpirit of cha- 

rity,* to pafs their time in fuch occupa-r 
t^oiis, while tlje .fafety of the kingdom, claim? 

the 
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thjc afiiftance of their vigorovis arms ; and he 
has alfb declared, that the faving of a king- 
dom is as good as the laving of fouls." 

Ik September 1763, Bachaumont has the The Pariii. 
following article. It has long been the pre- rurbuient m 
vailing mode in literature to turn its en- °*^"^""'** 
quiries to fubjefts of finance and politics. 
The calamities of the ftate have given birth 
to vigorous produiSlions, worthy of the fairefl 
days of Athens and of Rome. We fee 
liberty, with a palpitating heart, render up 
its I^ft fighs with the greateft energy. Every 
^ay produces powerful remonftrances, which 
the various parliaments do not ceafe to make 
in this ftormy period. The late ones of 
Bourdeaux are not inferior to thofe of Paris 
and of Rouen; they become ftill bolder; and 
one at prefent from Grenoble is yet more 
energetic and aftonifhing- 

We are Ihortl)' afterwards informed, that 
feveral decrees of the king's council excited a 

general 
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general indignation by fupprejjing thefc ad- 
mirable compofitions that glow with all the 
fire of eloquence and freedom. It appears 
• ^ that the minivers, tefolved, for their laft re- 
fource, to intefdidl the parliaments from 
publifliing thefe beautiful and powerfid com- 
pofitions; proper to tranfmit into the hands 
of individuals the ftrong and generous feiiti- 
Remon- "^^"^"^^ ^f truc patriots. The plea urged 
S?h ^o^^"^ *^^* °^ Bourdeaux, was adroitly 
bidd£to be turned on the objeaion that thefe writings 
only ttn^G^ to difcQurage the people. This is 
the only motive alledged for the general pro- 
hibition that was made to all the printers in 
France, in this manner to unveil the fecrets 
of the court and parliamentSy without the 
approbation of his niajejly. 

An editor When, about thc year 1763, the French 
^J^prthfg^v^^nment refolved to people Cayenne, a 
'"='"'^"'" new eftablifhment in South America, they 
colkaed for this purpofe the worft clafs of 

4 ^ the 
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the populace at Paris, confifting of the 
vagabonds of both fexes, they fhipped them 
off for this place, where far the greater part 
perifhed with difeafe and poverty, and chiefly 
by the unwholefome food that the penury of 
government gave to them. Many reipeft^ 
able families greatly reduced in their cir- 
cumftances, agreed to emigrate to this ^ 
country. It was the duty, and, indeed, it 
had been declared to the public, that the 
government was to provide for them till they 
reached this fettlement. The follov/ine 
anecdote proves not only that the minifter did 
not perform his duty, but that he exercifed ' 
the moft dreadful defpotifm on the occa-* 
fion. 

Freron, the celebrated author of VAnnee 
Litteraire, inferted in his journal, a letter 
addreffed to the minifter on the fubjeft-of a 
family of Alface, who, in their road to , 
Rochefort to reach the fhips for Cayenne, [ 
although under the protedion of the minifter 

appointed 
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appointed to fupply their wants, were ftopt 
by the extremeft mifery ; the venerable fa- 
ther died, and the reft of the family owed 
their exiftence to die generous aid of an 
honeft farmer. This aft of humanity ren-* 
dered public by the means of our journalift^ 
was not at all relifhed at court, where it was 
confidered as reflefting diflionourably on the 
Ihameful negligence of the minifter. 

A political crime was in conlequence laid 
to the charge of Freron, only for having 
inferted the letter in his journal. The duke 
of Choifeul, at dinner heard this number 
mentioned. " Does that rafcal,'* he cries^ 
' ** dare to write any thing about Cayenne ; 
bring me No. 34.'' The paper was handed 
to the 'minifter, who after having read it, 
cried out, " He ftiall fleep to night at Fort 
L*Eveque.*' — And an Officer immediately 
was fent to Freron, to conduft him to this 
prifon ! Such was the iniquity of Minifters^ 
and fuch their dreadful abufe of power ! 

I Th5 
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The g;overnment, indeed j appear to have The mim. 
txerte^ an unwearied vigilance, on the va- BcStx^ers. 
rious publications which touched them in 
the remoteft degree. A declaration of the 
king, made 28th March, 1764, prohibits all 
works on the fubjeft of Finance, An autho- 
rity fb great, employed on this occafion, evi- 
dently fhews, that the government confidered 
it as dangerous to inform the public con- 
cerning their true ftate* It certainly proves, 
that liberty was utterly extinft in France, 
and that the moft terrible defpotifin had 
taken place, fince it had placed its talons on 
the prefles of the kingdom, with the mi*« 
nuteft vigilance* It not only feized 6n what 
had been printed, but prohibited what they 
ihould not write on* The declaration was 
no fboner made public, than all the minions 
of the Police were bufy at ranfacking the 
bookfelkrs (hops^ 



vP Thers 
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There were not wanting at this momientf 
men of a faring fpirit not inattentive to 
the reigning defpotifm, and the minifterial 
abufe of power. It is probable that Ibme of 
thefe anonymous perfons are now feated in 
Bold appeal the Convention. In 176:?, feveral padors 

tothcpco- /J' r r 

'^''* were found pafted up in various parts of 
Grenoble, the capital of Dauphiny, which 
, bore the following addrefe. The reirion- 
ftrances of their Parliament were diilin-* 
guifhed by their boldnefs, — *' O France ! O 
nation bafe and fervile ! In contemning th© 
laws, thy Minifters ravifti thy wealth to 
form chains for thee. And wilt thou pa- 
tiently fufFer it, unhappy people?" 

Another publication was very clofely 
hunted by the bloodhounds of the Police. 
It was a reprefentation drawn up by the 
council of St. Domingo, where the Count 
d'Eftaing, and the Prince of Rohan, had 
exercifed the moft cruel defpotifm. At the 

moment 
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moment the judges were occupied in pre- 
paring their addrefles, their court was fur- 
rounded, and twelve of thefe gentlemen 
dragged from the aflembly into a dungeon* 
This reprefentation gives a lively pi6lure of 
tyranny cxcrcifcd by both thefe governors^ 
Their adminiflration was dreadful beyond 
conception; every where the rights of 
' citizens violated ; juflice abufed and denied ; 
the military fupplying the place of the magi- 
flrates, and force fubflituted for law. As 
liich a reclamation rendered the Prince of 
Rohan, odious to a degree of infamy, when 
the publication arrived at Paris, the family 
of the Rohans, addrefled themfelvcs to the 
minifler; thfe work was immediately fup- 
prefTed by the Police ; and in a few days not 
a copy could be procured. It was thus no l^'^^^^;^ 
punifhment could reach the Nobility; apuniihment. 
publication againfl them was fuppreffed ; and 
a fuit was lofl by the interference of the 
court* All, indeed, was derived from the 

P 2 Minifler; 
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Minlfter; he was the feven-mouthed Nile of 
corruption, which fed hundreds of inferior 
rivers. 

interefting M. dt la Chalotais, was one of the vi6lims 

anecdotes of 

pJrfccution. of that mafcuHne eloquence, and ardent in- 
dignation which attacked the minifterial 
abufe of power. The minifters imprifbned 
him at Saint Maloes. In 1766, there ap- 
peared, for a little while, and very clan- 
deftinely, a finall work, entitled " Memoirs 
of M. de la Chalotais, procureur general, au 
Parlement de Bretagne/' It was written by 
himfelf in his cruel confinement, and difplays 
his perfecutions with an admirable force. 
, He attributes theni to M. Calonne, whomt 
he paints in the darkefl: colours. Without 
dwelling on the particulars in this work, 
there is . one circumftance which poffeflcs 
the Angular merit of a writer of eloquence, 
defcribing the moft difmal fituation humanity 
tau well experienci?. He was refufed every 

confolation^ 
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confolation, evea of that folitary one of 
books, pens, and ink. We are told, that 
thefe memoirs were written with a pen 
made out of a toothpick; of ink compofed of 
water, foot, vinegar, and fugar ; and on 
paper which had ferved as wrappers of fiigar 
and chocolate. The author opens his me- 
moirs in thefe words, " I am loaded with 
irons; I have invented a method to write 
my memoirs. I abandon them to the difpo- 
lition of providence. If they (hould happen 
to fall mto the hands of fome hoijeft citizen, 
I intreat him to prcfent them to the king, if 
it is poffible, and even to render them public 
for my own juftification, and that of iny fon.'* 
Calonne anfwered this memoir, and the king 
even condelcended to write his approbation of 
this reply with his own hand. This, no doubt, 
was a great fatisfaftion for Mr. Calonne; 
but the critics and the public were not fo 
calily, fatisfied as his majefty. In a letter 
which Voltaire wrote to a friend at vParis, 

? 3 he 
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, he obferves on the memoirs of Chalotais.-— 
^' I have read the memoirs of the unfortu- 
nate M. de Chalotais, Wretched is he whofe 
unfeeUng foul does not tremble with the 
Ihiverings of a fever in reading them. His 
toothpick engraves for immortality.— But, 
alas ! the Parifians are cowardly, they groan, 
they fup, and forget every thing".— It is not 
thus, however, any longer with the Parifians; 
I am afraid that they remember too welL 
if necdote of A congenial anecdote, is that relative to 

aPrifoner . O . 7 

thfcagJ"ofM- Deforgcs, an author who was more 
§aint *c^*- ce]g|3jf.atgd fQj. iiis misfortunes, than his 

worlcSt He .was at the opera, in the year 
1749, when the Pretender \Yas arreft^d, in 
confequence of the treaty made with Eng^ 
land. This afl: -of violence appeared to our 
poet as a national difgrace, and breach of 
honour. He exhaled his poetic indignation 
in a phillipic, which had a gre?it run at that 
tinie. It begun thus ; 

• r 

I 
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Peuple, jadis fi fief, ailjourdliui fi fervile, 

Des princes malheureux vous n'etes plus Tafylc. 

Nation ! of late fo bold, fo fervile now, 
No more the afylum of unhappy monarchs. 

His felf-love could not preferve tfie incognitd* 
He. confided the fecret- to a friend, who 
betrayed his confidence. He was imme-^ 
diately feized, and without any further trial, 
conducted to the Mount of St. Michael^ 
where he remained above three years in a 
Cage^ which was not a fidion of fancy, but 
• one of the terrible realitifes of defpotifm. . It 
was (for I hope it is no more) a vault or 
cellar hewed in the rock, of eight feet in its 
'fquare, where the unhapt)y yiftim fat, and 
only received the light from the remote cre- 
vices of the fteps of the church. And this 
dreadful torture was infli6ted on a fellow 
preature, becaufe he wrote a few verfes! 
' The abbe of St. Michael fympathifed in the 
fate of this unhappy man. After much in- 
terceffipn;, he obtained an exchange of im- 

P 4 prifonment; 
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prifonment ; and M. Deforges was tranf- 
ported from the Cage to the abbey. It was 
with extreme precaution, and with great 
trouble, that the prifoner, fo long accuftomed 
to his profound obfcurity, could fufFer the 
light. At length this unhappy vidim of 
minifterial vengeance, proved to be an in- 
genious, and virtuous character. He became 
the beloved friend of the family who had re-^ . 
lieved him by the cafiial impulfe of huma- 
nity. Heaven alone has regiftered the many 
ingenious and worthy men who have foun4 
a living grave in this Cage / 
Anecdote of In Bachaumoiit's Memoires Secrets, is the 

one con- 
fined twen- following dreadful anecdote of minifterial 

ty-fevcn V 

TungeonV vengeance, dated 25th February, 178K— 
Varc. There was lately in the caftle of Ham, in 
Picardy, a man who has been there confined 
above twenty-feven years. He was placed in 
a dungeon of eight feet fquare ; there laid on 
•ftraw, furrounded by infeds, reptiles, and. 
the moft loathfome animals, without fire, 

without 
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without lights without cloaths, he curfed 
his cxiflence. Two prifoners, having 
learnt the fate of this unhappy perfon, 
who was known to be a man of quahty, 
wrote a pathetic letter to Mr. Necker. The 
next poft brougHt an order to releafe this child 
of misfortune, and to reftore him to light 
and life. He was conduced to a chamber, 
(haved, drefled, and his crime was to be in- 
veftigated. But there is hardly ^ crime 
which could merit a punifhment fo cruel and 
lingering; and above all executed in Co clan-^ 
deftine a manner. The fa6l appears, after-* 
wards, that he was a young officer related to 
the Mazarine family, but who having ex- 
preffed himfelf freely, at the inconfiderate 
age of twenty-four years, difappearcd fiid- 
denly in the night! and afterwards pafled 
twenty-feven years in the moft excruciating 
manner it is pofflble to imagine ! 

One more inftance may be given in the 
following mode in which the government 

paid 
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Anecdote of paid its dcbts. The Sieur Cleynman fa 
Mi^fttrs foreigner, and probably a German) a vene- 

becauie he 

.fiftcdthcm rable father of a large family, aged fixty- 
three, was a creditor of France, to the 
amount of 1,800,00 livres, havhig forniftied 
provifions and forages during the war. In 
17.68, he came to Paris to folicit payment 
for this large fum. After repeated appli- 
cations and a continued refidetice at Paris, 
till the year 1778, he flattered himfelf that 
the government were preparing to fatisfy his 
juft claims. But on* the night of the 1 3th 
April, 1779) ^^^ ^^^ ™^^^ ^^^ transferred 
to the Baftile. There he remained for three 
years, without] knowing the- occafion of his^ 
detention, though it is pretty clear, that the 
. minifter, weary of his repeated folicitations, 
refolved in this manner, to get rid of th^ 
venerable creditor, 

Imprifonment appears to have been thq 
general, puhifhment affigned by the govern^^ 
meat, There feems to have been no de-» 

greeg 
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grees in the mode; the fatirical fbng was 
treated with the fame rigour as if the writer 
had been a national creditor ; and the debt 
of a national creditor was treated like a 
fong. 



Under this* head of minifters and their An intercft. 

ingfltctchof 

fubalterns, the Fermiers generaux^ offer to the ^^s gc^' 
reflefting mind, fome of the moft drqadful""** 
^bufes, which can poffibly exifV in any 
government. Thefe men confifted of a 
fociety of wealthy perfons, who farmed the 
produce of the taxes, laid by the king on the 
xaation. Whenever the bargain was ftruck 
with his majefty, every minijler received a 
gift, called by the French, un pot de vin ; 
w]iic]x pottle of wine ^ coafifted of the value 
of one hundred thoufand livres. The favou* 
rite Sultana procured thefe places for her 
friends, or for thofe recommended by her 
friends, and as thefe ladies are peculiarly 
Ibi^d of this kind of wiae, they drank, with 

great 



^^^ MINISTERS, &c. 

great avidity, repeated pottles. To indem- ' 
nify themfelves for thefe prjsfents, the Fer- 
miers generaux opprefTed the people by the 
fevereft kvies. To fave themfelves from 
their exceffive tyranny, the people often 
committed fraud, and to hinder them by the 
moft> terrible vigilance, the Ferme Generale 
were obliged to keep in pay an army of 
clerks, £ubalterns, fcouts, and ipies, amount- 
ing to the aftonifliing number of eighty thou- 
landmen! 

From all this we may judge of t%e enor-* 
mous expences which attended this vicious 
adminiftration. Thefe heavy charges it is 

• certain fell on the king; for the Fermier in 
his agreement, always in taking on him the 
farming of any tax, deduded about a 
third from the fiippofed produce, under the 

' pretence of fraud. But in fa6t, all the weight 
pf the oppreffion fell on the people. Every 
Fermier General^ acquired immenfe fortunes, 
jmd while the king and the people were alike 

in 
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in a ftate of indigence, the cofFers of tliefe 
tnen overflowed with gold. 

Too often thefe Fermiers generaux con- 
duced by an infatiable cupidity, led them- 
felves to the frauds praftifed on them. Every 
perfon detefted in cheating the revenues, 
was condemned to pay a confiderable pecu- 
niary fine, which reverted to the Fermiers 
themfelves. And fuch was the refined 
cruelty of thefe blood fuckers of the nation, 
that they were continually laying trapsr^r 
thoughtlefs people. 

The cupidity of thefe Fermiers was indeed si«guhr 

*• •' • anecdote of 

fo great, that they daily placed their^foweft cudnrvl^u 

■' 5/^' ancc of the 

fcouts, liach as armed watchmen, chiefly on Fermicri. 
all the coafts of Normandy, to hinder the in- 
habitants from t3king/ea-water^ which they ' 
might have been induced to ufe for its falty 
quality — that they might be obliged to buy 
their fa/t very dear at the eftabliftied ware- 
houfes of the Fermiers ! 

3 ^^"^ 
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Linguefs The Fcrmiers generaux^ were furlouffy 
the fI^'Le! irritated againft the celebrated Linguet, who, 
in one of his Memoires, has traced their cha- 
rafter with a colouring and brilliancy rarely 
equalled; yet the reprefentation is not lefs 
juft. , He thus defcribes the different orders 
of the Ferme, 

" In the firft hierarchy of the Ferme, the 
offices are different, and the parts Ikilfully 
diftiibuted. We fhall not here notice thofe 
chiefs, who at an aweful diftance communi- 
cate motion to the whole machine, and whofe 
only occupation is to make the contributions 
flow to their voluptuous refidences, which 
their unnumberable armies unceafirigly levy 
for thqir profit in »all parts of the kingdom. 
Their fubalterns only are now our objeft. 
Thefe alone fupport the fatigue and danger 
of the expeditions, and whofe ardour they 
are careful to keep alive in abandoning to 
them a fmall portion of the prey, when the 
ieifures are advantageous. There are di- 
rectors. 
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ft&oTBy who imitate as mueh as they can, 
the immoveable and lucrative dignity of their 
mafters, Thfere are captains of banditti, 
who appropriate to themselves the honour- 
able title of Cafkames generaux, &c. There 
are alfb the fimple militia, known under the 
names of ^^?r^j, commir^ and employes^ who 
allow themfelves to practice the moft 
fraudulent manoeuvres, under the pretext of 
hindering fraud, and continual violations, ta 
prevent, they fay, rebellion. 

** But it is not fufficient to have a pack of 
hounds to ftart the prey, and whippers^in to 
govern them ; the infti tutors of this admini- 
ftration have pufhed their forefight and faga- 
citymuch further. Game has not always been 
found to hunt. They have therefore efla- 
blifhed in every department a kind of employ 
under favour of which they are certain never 
to fail of prey. It confifts of giving birth to 
fmuggling at their pleafure, to create fraud 
when it does not exift, and thus to prepare a 
4 fadtitious^ 
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fafiltious feiiure, but a real oiie to thtir/coaf^f 
when the prudence or timidity of Jtraders re- 
duces them to a long inaftivity. Thefe men 
are called in the language of the Ferme^ des 
Affides^ (the faithful). They are perfons who 
undertake to run over the frontiers or coafts 
of the kingdom ; they form intimacies with 
the proprietors of merchandife; they feigi> 
to become purchafers; they buy; they aft 
precifely the part of thofe animals degraded 
by education, who betray their own kind for 
- the fervice of their tyrants. The mer- 
chants too ardent, who fufFer themfelves ta 
be feduced by their invitations, are infenfibly 
lured into the net of the hunter; it is Ikil- 
fully lowered; the 'decoy recovers its liberty 
to recommence its treafons, and the captive 
ftrangers in vain deplore the imprijdence 
which has loft them/ 

This extraft though fomewhat long, we 
have given entire, that the reader may be 
lenabled to judge by this energetic and lively 

piQ:ure 
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picture of the employments of the officer^ \or 
creatures of the Ferme. How hateful muft 
fuch men have been to their fellow citizens ! 
what an army who devoted themfelves to 
offices of vexation, treachery, fpying, to ruin 
the induftrious, and to fatten on the ilib* 
fiance of the unwary J 

These financiers, and minifters, fully Anecdotesor 

the fin^Iar 

wanted whatever their eagemefs could grafp JJi^^Jj^*^ 
at. The following anecdotes will dilplay^* 
the laudable manner in which they diffipated 
their enormous accumulations. The adb 
of gallantry we are noticing could have 
found no imitators but in a financier of th6 
firfl rank; and, indeed, it was performed by 
the comptroller general. 

In 1786, the annals of gallantry recorded 
this fplendid offering of love* M. De Ca* 
'lonne, for a new year's gift, gave a favou- 
rite lady, a handful of piftachio nuts, wrapt 
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np in ptipiilotesi aad in prefenting them, he 
. warned her not to deftroy tht papUlotes with* 
out proper precaution. The lady wanted a 
comfit-box to contain the piflachios. The 
clever and enamoured minifter offered her a 
fupcrb gold box enriched with diamonds; 
but what was the furprife of his miftrefs 
when opening the box fhc found it full of 
new louis, and developing the papers dif^ 
covered each of them to be a note of the 
Calffe d'Etompte, for 500 livres! 

Mademoiielle de Beauvoifin, had long 
captivated the heart of M. Baudard dc 
Saint- James, treafurer of the marine. This 
maguificent minifter having more money 
than tafte, had fpent on this Cyprian 
'Veteran enormous fums. He gave her, only 
in jewels and other prefeiits, about eighteen 
hundred thoufand livres, befides an annuity 
of fixty thouland livres. At her death the 
fele of her .effe(5ls afforded a curious fpecula^ 
tion to the fafhionable circles; it was at- 
I. tended 
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tended by the ladies of quality, as well as 
thole o( pleafure. Among the curious arti- 
cles were found two Hundred rings, each 
rivalling the other in value; and her col- 
leflion of I00& diamonds, like the (hop of c^ 
jeweller, were amaffed in papers; there were 
above one hundred (uits of the moft elegaiit 
drcffes, and linen of a foperior quality than 
had vet been known. This fale made a 
great noife at Paris; and every frail one 
aipired to become the miftrefs of a niiniftcn 
It may not, however, be improper to add, 
that this M. de Saint- James, (whofe real 
name was Saint-gemme^ but who had thus 
Anglicifed it) Ihortly afterwards committed 
an aft of bankuptcy, by a great deficiency in 
the national treafury, a^id terminated his hor- 
rid extravagancies by infanity. 

The abb6 Terrai, the fcourge of France, ^^""j^^- 
held for his tnaxirn, that every thing in the '^^'^ 
ftatc belonged to the king, and he oppreffed 
the people by the moft deif^btic and ex- 

Qz cruciating 
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cruciating torture. We fhall be better ac- 
quainted with him when we come to his 
charaftcr. At the very moment this odious 
minifter was the public execration, and that 
It became this unevangelical prelate to liavc 
ibme little difcretion and modefty, with 
fearlefs intrepidity he infulted France by a 
difplay of unparalleled luxury. At the im- 
portant crifis, when he was quitting the 
adminiftration, he built a palace, which is 
defcribed as remarkable for its coft, as well as 
its elegance. The furniture, and every ap- 
pendage of ornament and utility, prefented 
whatever could irritate defire, enchant ima- 
gination, and above all, charaderife the taftfe 
of this immodeft and ihamelefs prelate. 
Among his curiofa of voluptuoufnefs, at the 
head of his bed was placed a naked Grace^ 
When his friends joked with him on the 
fcandalbu^ ornament, he replied, cejl te 
Cojlume ! that is, it was neceflary for the 
kdy whom he honoured with his evangelical 

embraces. 
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©tobrapes, to imitate the unveiled beauties 
of the exquifite mbdcL 

M. de Senac, a fermier general, in paying ^jjJ^J^ ^ 
an unexpedled vifit to a lady of pleafure, was o^cn'^ 
informed th^t ihe .was ;engaged with Mr. 
Jolis, a dancer. Tell your miftrefs, faid he 
to the maid, that a fermier general will not 
iuffer with impunity a difappointment. The 
lady^ however, facrificing every thing to 
love, perfifted in her engagement, and the 
fermier general departed hurniijg with indig* 
nation. He refolved to revenge hinjfelf,. ^d 
that this reyeuge fhould be jhe jefeQjtment 
of a i5?jrniiei' general, Pride was ftronger 
within him thgn jealoufy, and he fubftitutes 
contempt for hatred. With a defign of 
making ojur Phryne aftiamed of her condu6l, 
he fends her one hundred Ipuis and a filver 
warming pan, as a prefent (fays Mi^nugl) to 
^flift her in her lying-in ! This was the moft 
glorious moment in the life of M, de Sen^c ! 

M. Dq^iige, a fermigr general, on the 
0^3 evening 



230 MINISTERS, &c. 

A Fermier cvching bcforc His death, received vifits in . 

General dies 

in. the moft the moft pompous manner. His apartment 

voluptuous i r X 

'^"°^' was embelliflied with every kind of luxury. 
Seated on a rich fopha and dreffed in a robe 
dc chambre, which floated around him, 
fhining with the moft curious embroidery, 
jmd buttoned with a diamond of uncommon 
fize, he talked of quitting the world in the 
, gayeft mariner poffible. But this was not the 
efFedirof true philofophy, fo much as of that 
apathy which had ever rendered his foul 
• dead to every touch of fenfibility; and, there- 
fore, the more adapted for that of a financier. 
He made his nephew his Legataire unwerfeU 
on condition of his paying five millions in 
legacies ; which his heir very chearfuUy <Jid* 
The remainder of his fortune amounting to 
iight millions^^^ that our financier died 
worth Thirteen millions! 

Among the extra charges. made to govern- 
ment in the department of foreign affairs, 
was one confifting of gratifications given to 

ambaffadors. 
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ambaflkdors, in occafions where they were 
obliged to pay any fecret correijpondeace^ 
&c. Thcfc prelcnts, it was publicly re- , 
ported at Paris^ when Vergcnnes was 
in office, were adhially given towards the 
pin-money of Madame Vergcnnes, and 
it is not impr(rf>able. There is a degree of 
minifterial corraption which has long paft 
the modefty of blufhing. The predeceflors TSeMif. 

treflesofflie 

of Vergcnnes made Louis XV. pay the |ien- ^^'^'f^ 
fions they accorded to their miftreffes. The '^^^^ 
mi&rly duke of Praflin placed his favourite 
Mademoifelle Dangeville, on the marine 
lift, for twenty thoufand livres. The aiije 
Terrai charged among the extra e3q>ences of 
government, a fbm of .one hundred $md 
fifty thouland livres. for his angel Madame, 
de la Garde, Such w?re the painifteriai 
abufes ! and the wives and mijlreffes ^^of . 
mhiifters, were charged in tht national ex^ 
pfnces. 

M. de la Bprde, one of thisjbonoiu-able. 
Q4 confrar 

t 



»3^ 



.MINISTERS, &p. 



An iMcreii. confraternity, diiplayed a degree of opn- 
Sitiw* lence and tafte, in qne of his extravagant 

EngliikGar* 

den of a ^i- uiidertakiags, which would . have been wor- 
thy of a Croefus. The defcription of hid 
Bnglijb garden J aftpnifhes by the vaftnefs of 
its coft, and enchants by the variety of its 
fcencry. Let us enter a mon^ient into thi§ 
iairy wildernefs* The ipot on which he 
firft formed the conception, appeared to be 
the moft unfavourable poflible; an extenfive 
marfhy ground; a turfy earth furrounded by 
mountains, and croffed by the river d'Etani- 
pcs. The Financier iaid let there be a gar- 
den, and there was a garden.— 'To give to 
this loofe and muddy bottom, a proper firm- 
neis, was the firii command, aijd inftantly 
dboyX four bundred labourers were employed 
to trench a mountain, to fmooth its frag- 
ments, and to fprcad it in a layer, after having 
cleared away the firft bed of the marfh, of 
its (lime and mire. This marfhy earth was 
then thrown over the fmooth bed of the 

moynta^n 

'*. • « » « 
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mofuntaift which had difappeard ; and the 
mingled foils produced one, equally adapted 
for the future plapLtatigns. The river which 
run in a ftraight line, affumed that of 
Hogarth's line of beauty, and devolved it^ 
waters in a ferpentine brightnefs. They 
were Ikilfully conducted, and were feen fall- 
ing down the rocks into a magnificent bafbn, 
and then paffing under an immenfe artificial 
bridge, formed of irregular pieces of rock. 
They fometimes foiled into little cafcades, by 
llbbterraneoiis grottoes, where the velvet turf 
invited repofe. Without, its brightnefs at- 
tfafted the eye, and fometimes its thunders 
engaged the ear. Within, confufed murmur^ 
lulled with tjieir foftnefs, and at a further 
diftance to vary the fenfations of the tya? 
yeller, a folemn fileiice prevailed. 

In another place the foul was agitated by 
tf rrOr and alarm. The rocks piled nboy^one 
another, in a gloomy light, difcov^rcd their 
ppinted and threatening fragments; every 

thing 
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thing appears in a cruo^bling ftate, and 
every breeze echoing through hollow arches, 
' feemed to bring with it a wound or death. 

More agreeable fcenes delighted the imagi- 
natioEu The way was not long to Elyfian 
beauties and fofter views. Floating iflands 
difplayed their variegated charms, and the 
€oup$ Jtoeil^ were liberally fcattered about 
^ lawns and green allies. A hill blinded 
the view from his Chateau of a charming 
landfcape. The art of a Financier, could 
eafily vanquifh nature; the four hundred 
labourers are called, and the hill becomes a 
plain ! M. de la Borde, fpent on this Engl^ 
garden about Jive millions. — The coft was 
enormous, and the tafte was exquifite. B»t 
" at the fame time, France was crouded with 
living fkeleSons ; with millions of men wanting 
a little bread. 
o^^f,,va- Above fifty years (writes the fenfible 

tiors on the .'. ^ t t -rT-W* oNi 

honidiDiti- Writer of the Lettres Hiftoriques, &c.} about 

rles ot court 

BMiker5,&c g^^ baiters of the court, have fucceeded 

eack 
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each other. Their fortunes are fuppofed to 
amount to^ at leaft, two hundred millions \ an 
equal ium muft be added for the charges they 
have incurred, and the money they have 
given to their proteftors. If five bankers 
have gained, in fifty years, four hundred 
jnillions, it is not difficult to « find, by th« 
rule of three, from whence arifes the vaft 
national debt. The metropolis has long (q^xi 
th? vain pomp which M. De Beaujon, the 
court banker difplays ; what we are told of 
LucuUus, is nothing in comparifon of the 
prodigalities of this modern Plutus ; a royal 
palace offers nothing (imilar to what he calls 
his hermitage. It is in the midft of a people 
weighed down by the prefTure of the mofl 
liorrid mifery, that an individual dares to 
infult the nation by fo monflrous a luxury. 
The governmentcannot, and dares not, re- 
form fuch abufes; its Continual want of 
money obliges it to fpare thcfe Financiers, 
who aloue enjoy unbounded credit^ and who, 

in 
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in a moment of crifis, furnifh the money- 
required, and make their conditions accord- 
ing to the urgency of the neceffities of the 
government. You conceive, after this fuc- 
cinft ftatcment, what is the caufe of the dii^ 
order which prevails in our finances, and the 
impoflibility in which the government is 
to extricate itfelf from the grafp of thefc 
harpies. 

In another place he obferves. The Fi-r 

nanciers have the greateft power in the 

* 
French government. It is they who cai> 

feed the eternal cravings of the royal trea-- 
' fury; but it is alfo they \yho are hourly 
ruining the ftate. Since the days o£ Sully 
and Colbert, France has never had an e,xaSi 
balance of its real fitwation ; not one compr 
tr oiler general has given a true one. I do 
not even except the compte rendu of Mr* 
Necker. In that account, or rather ro- 
mance, we find nothing concerning thofe fe-: 
pret charges of the court, thofe gratifications, 

2 and 
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and thofe gifts which we know are made 
daily. Thofe open loans which have ex- 
ifted above thefe fifteen years, and continu- 
ally ufed, are not even mentioned* . They 
bide from the king and the nation^ the ruined 
ftate of the finances ; becaufe it is this dif- 
order which is necejfary to enrich the admihi^ 
Jirators and Xo keep in pay that multitude of 
proteBors on whom the minijiers depend."-— 
What a ftriking reprefentation is this of the 
ruin of the finances, and the chain of cor- 
ruption which connedled the various parts of 
government! And to what amounts the 
whole ? A few voluptuous and wicked ftate 
vermin preying on the vitals of the public,, 
and eating the people's- fubfiftence for their 
bread. Men devoid of fenfibility, wrenching 
the moriel of the peafant and the citizen, wet 
with dxeir tears. And to what purpofe? To 
bribe others; to enrich themfelvQs; and to 
levy new taxations. . 

That 
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sinjruiat That the Freiichminiftcrs of ftate, like the 

fc.'uaim of 

'o^dTjcThcreft of ihsAjraternity, frequently deluded the 

nindi ol the 

p«op»<- people, and let afloat in the current of popular 
credulity, many modes to feduce and gratify 
them is very probable* But the following 
anecdote is fo fingular, and one would think 
improbable, that fince we cannot pafs it over, 
it will be neceflary to give our authority i. It 
is to be found in the Lettres Hiftoriques, 
Politiques, et Critiques, voL IV. p, 1 76. 

D' Alembert (lays the letter writer) Ihewed 
a letter which a ftatefman had written to 
him, and who, while he alks his advice, 
begs him to revife and digell a preamble to 
a decree, which voX^t /educe the people^ and 
make them admire what they read, without 
however, being enabled to underjldnd any 
thing. Thefe are the words of the man in 
office. ** Je ne veux point admettre dans les 
arrets du confeil un vrai trivial et une clartc 
tropfamiliere. Je veux un vrai de recherche^ 
une <:larte elegante, une naivete fine, toute 

brillante 



MINISTERS, tec 

kriUante ds termes pomp^ux^ reievesinopiniment 
de phrafes arrondies^ dt vocatifs intermediaires^ 
it dadverbes indefinisJ* I will not admit in 
the decrees of council^ a common truths and 
femUiar .clearncis. I :wi(h to have ^ truth 
^f rtfearcby an elegant clearnefs, a refined 
limplicity^ brilliant with pompdus expreiSion, 
^nexpededly heightened by rounded phrafes, 
intermediate vocatives, and indefinite ad- 
verbs. — -This is a very curious fpecimea of 
the dreadful abufe of eloquence. I am not 
a metaphyfician,^ and fliould be glad to ua- 
4erftand the diftlnftion between un vra 
trivialj and un vrai de recherche. There is 
no doubt in thefe myfterious exprelEons 
iWefhing more than meets the ear* An 
baneji man^ however, knows only one kind (f 
truth. 

Akother fingular anecdote, but a more 
probable one concerning the American war^. 
is given by the abovementioncd writer, vol. !• 

p. 204. 
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«IIS^i"^f P* ^^4- ^* proves that becaufc the commer- 
*iw^'"'cial fpeculations of the miniftcrs and their 
iubalterns would be mined, if a peace had 
taken place; the war in 1777, between 
England and France was the refiilt of their 
individual interefts. Thefe are his words. 

** The war in which we are going to be 
plunged, is the confequcnce of a fimple mer- 
cantile {peculation. Several of our minifters 
have made among themfelves an ad of co- 
partnerfliip, in the commerce of America. 
The firft expeditions proved very profitable; 
but as they have a confiderable outftanding 
fund, they will not diflblve their partnerJfhip, 
before they are reimburfed for their advances 
and receive the profits, which are to arife 
according to the calculations they have 
made. Peace would overturn all their Ipe- 
' culations, and ruin the lenders of the various 
funds. It is neceflary to inform you, that the 
cxpcnces, &c.- of the eflablifhment amount 
to an enormous fiim. Firft of all muft be 

paid 
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pftid, their direftors; their bofok-keepers ; 
the under clerks; then follow the mfirejfes of 
the fninifiers\ their ions or daughters; bro- 
thers, coufins, and cventheir grandchildren; 
then thole who lend their name to thia {pecu- 
lation; courtiers and prote6lors. When this' 
world is paid,^ minifters are to gain, notwith- 
ftanding all this, cent per cent. Then cal- 
culate the inferior profits, which muft be 
made befote the net balance. Perhaps you 
think I am not ferious; I aflure you I have 
known feveral of ^^^tfrotegboiz, niinifter, 
who, at firft had only a falary of fix thoufand ' 
livres, and who now enjoy an income of one 
hundred thoufand, and have become lords of 
two of three manors. A firft clerk told me ' 
in November 1777^ " If peaa took place at 
this moment, my principsrt would be ruined', 
and I too. We have all our fortune in 
America, and we wait for it with impatience/* 
*' This is the reafon for which the king has 
not yet declared for the Americans; he will 

R only 
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only do tliis when tlje fhips we expfeS are 
fafely arrived/* 

Such U the anecdote which this writer has 
given ! If it is authentic, it muft excite the 
indignatipn of every honeft man, when he. 
reflefts that the profits of a fet of unfeeling 
* merchants, leagued with corrupt minifters> 
caa. thus/ interfere with the prolperity of 
n^itiojis L. $ome. .will nqt eafxly conceive that , 
arjcnie^.rufhiHg qo each other; and cities 
devQted to the fwprd. and the flam^s^- have, 
found: l^r origin in caufes flillmore minute . 
than-^ a, banditti of- injerchants complotting . 
iii t;l;ieir comptiug. houfes! It has^heen/aid- 
that the- war in 1 75 7, between France an.d 
Pxufli? was ocoaf^njed by. a critical ion r^oty • 
w-hich Frederiq pointed at fome fuerfes of 
Cajr4ii>a^ de Bernis I : Becat^fe Tii. Fxat^klin 
was nptufed^at coyrt with the attention his 
mctit^rei^uifed^weai-e told, that wa? thecaufe 
of hiaixiveterate hatred againft England,^ and 
his- iiidignatioii ought .probably have ^ufged 
. .,, r- him 



biiii to rciUfe his well known menace; 
}ience> |!^rhaps,the independence of America! 
How often haye the moft trivial points of 
etiquette produced long and defolating wars ! 

It was not only between minifters aiid louIs Xv/ 

a ftock job* 

merchants, that fiich Ihanieful prafticesex->rr 
ifted, but if we &re to credit the following 
anecdote, Louis XV* was 2Ljiock jobber. 

When M* Beftin was minifter, he was 
agent for the exchanges of this monarchy it 
was him who had the care of his majefty's 
favings* He did his ftock-jobbing bufinefs 
very profitably by buying on the Ipot, good 
paper at fix and feven per cent^ according 
to the fcarcity of money* One day he pro- 
pofed to Louis XV» an operation of (eve- 
ral millions. — " Sire^'* faid he to the royd 
Jkck^jobher^ " The royal bills lofe a great 
deal in the place; their, .difcount is now 
confiderable; it is the moment i;o buy feve* 
ral millions^ I am certain they will rife, 
and that there muft follpw a confiderable 
; . R a 'jprofit 



244 MINISTERS, &c. 

profit ill a fliort time." — ^ T'bat paper ^^ re- 
plied the PRUDENT monarch — ^^ is not to 
be depended upon; the ri/k is too great T* 
— It was bis own paper of wHich he was 
talking ! 

When the well known Caglioftro was hi 
London, he wrote a letter to a friend at 
Paris, which excited confiderable attention. 
It defcribes the horrible defpotifin of French 
minifters, and gives a pi6lure of the interior 
of the Baftille. The following paragraphs 
merit prefervatiori. 

** My boldnefs has irritated yovlr miniften 
He did not chufa that a foreigner under the 
locks and bolts of the Baftille, fhould, -as I ha v^ 
done, difcovered his agents, and his principles, 
to the French tribunal ; the nation, the king, 
and all Europe— 
The nation " " — Your pcrfons and your prioperties are 

at the mercy 

of iniDiftc»:.^j. ^^^ mercy of the minifter alone. It is not 
tiifficult to deceive his majefty, by reprefen- 
-:.. • ^ - • tationft 
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tations -artfuliy calumniating, and never p&C- 
iible to contradid, to obtain a Lettre de 
Cdchet by furprife; to expedite and execute 
IB a moment; to plunge the innocent in a 
dungeon, and give up his houfe to pil- 
lagers, 

^* When the ting figns, he repofes on the 
report of hisminifter; and on wjiat does this 
minifter rely ? On unknown complaints, or 
dark inforaiations, which are never com- 
municated; too often on fimple reports, 
calumniating conjefturcs, ibwed by liatred 
and gathered by envy. The viftim is ftriken, 
without knowing from whexice the blow 
comes ; happy jf th? minifter jias 00 pey* 
fonal enmity J 

" Do all the ftat? prifons refemble the 4 defcdpti. 

on of the in- 

Baftilk? You have no conception of its^Jjf ^^* 
horrors. The cynical impudence^ |lie pdi- 
014s falfehood, the falfe pity, the bitter irony^ 
the mercilefs cruelty, injuftice and death— r 
all thefe reign in thefe dungeoi^s. A bar- 

R 3 barous 
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barous fikncc is the Icaft of tl^e crimes the??' 
coniraittO(i? 

*f I was more than fix months, npt above th<; 
diftance of twenty feet from my wife, and I 
was ignorant pf it. Others have been en? 
tombed above thirty ypars, ar^d have been 
fiipppfed dead, and wx^re unfortunate becaufe 
they were not ! Not having, like the dani^ed 
of Mikon, any other light in their abyfs^ thaii 
what is neceflary to perceive the impene-f 
trable thicknefs of the gloom that furround 
them; they would be alone in the yniverfe,. 
if the eternal did not pxift. Ye^, rny friend, 
I have faid a captive, and free I repeat; 
what crime is there which is not- fully ex* 
. piated by a month in the Baftille? 

" You, Frenchmen ! have every thing to 
render you happy, a fertile foil, a foft cli-f 
mate, a good heart, a charming gaiety^ and 
genius embelliihed by the graces; you arc 
adapted for all things ; without an equal in 

the 
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dieartof plej^fing; without m^iftferis^'in others; 
you only want, niy good*frieads^ * fmaU 
matterj thatis, to fleep with fecurity w 
your beds.'* 

The eount, (if th6 count wrote this ener- 
getic epijftle) finHhes by a remarkable fen'^ 
teace, which every honeft man will warmly 
addrefs to the prejent Frenchmen — " Changes 
cnfin d'opinion, et meritis la Berii far U 
kaifon" Change, at length your opinions, and 
^eferve t^iBERTY by the means of Re a so it. 

In the '* Lettres Hiftoriques, Poljtiqties et 

Critiques fur Jes Eveiiemcns qui fe font 

paflSs depuis 1778 jufqu'a prefent," there is 

' 0ne dated July 1 780. The following gxtraft 

• defcribes the ftate of the nation ^t that period, 

jind the prefect revolution has confirmed the 

fag^ity and judgment of the writer. 

' ♦< I hj^ve ^o doubt that the Frenph ve 

jittached to dieir Ibvereign; but you are ill 

jidvifcd in whs^t paffes in the interior of 
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France, as well as of the difpofitions of thofe 

who rcfide in the country, whofe igaoratncc 

i$ not fuch as you luppofe. I have frequently 

Singular eb. travelled throughout the kingdon), and have 

fenricioD«on 

wliWiJi been aftoniihed at the enlightened {late of 
the people. It is not with the King that they 
are difatisfied, but Hvitb bis Ministers; they 
fee with indignation the defpotifin cxercifed 
by them under the name of the monarch. I 
was furptifcd to find in the fuburbs and vil- 
lages the lowefl people who were perfedly 
inftruQcd of the American revolution, and 
the caufcs which occafioned, it,. The in- 
habitants of cities, ftill more enlightened, 
are for the greater part Republicans ; it is 
above all in commercial towns that the Ipirit 
of independence manifefts itfelf moft: you 
form no conception of [the freedom with 
which they ipeak, and of the manner which 
they cenfore all the operations of the govern-* 
jnent. They are highly incenffed at the Pre* 
ROGATivEs accorded to the Nobility, and 

pl^ERGY^ 



MINISTERS, &c. ff,^g 

Clergy, of that croud of Privileges whiqh 
thefe two orders enjoy, as well as all thofe 
wlip purchafe titulary offices, which exempt 
them from contributing to the wants of th$ 
ftate. 
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^^^P^p^* pANEMet Circenfem, Bread and Thcatres| 
vkied whJT' fuch was the motto of the Roman people, 

fairs. 

and fuch apparently was long that of the 

French nation. This may be fuppofed by an 

ordinance of the police, made the 14th of 

April 1784, and publifhed with the found of 

trumpets. At the moment the parliament 
was making remonftranccs concerning the 

dearnefs of flour, and on the immediate ne* 

ceflity of giving bread for a vaft nufliber of 

the famifhing poor, the government ' aUo 

watched over the pleafures of the populace^ 

In this ordinance, which relates to Meriy«? 

Andrews, Pantaloons, Rppe-dancer^, and 

pther exhibitions of the fair at the Boulevards, 

©r environ* of Par4S> it is declared, that th^fc 
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f^mufements, being madq for the people, to 
refrefli them from their labours, and hinder 
the dreadful cfFefts of idlenffs and intempe-^ 
ranee ; it being necefl'ary to put them at 
^ rate which does not exceed their ability, 
the managers of their vagabond troops are 
forbidden to raife their firft feats to a higher 
price than three livres ; their fecond to twen- 
ty-four fols ; their third to twelve ; and their 
fourth to fix* AH this nciight have been very 
laudable, if the people were not abfolutely 
riarving at the moment thefe amufements were 
given to them. 

The following anecdote will amply ferve to singuiaran- 

* •' ccdotc of a 

pharaaerife tl>e national frivolity; it is too {^J Js;,^^ 
jimufing to apologife for its minute detail. 

In January 1769, ^n important caufe was 
brought forwards in the higheft court of judi- 
cature. This caufe was of a moft extraordi- 
nary nature, and the prevailing topic of con- 
ycrfation. It vya^ feough^ with gr«at avidity^^ 

». and 
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and was at once to be found on the dufky 
deiks of the lawyers, and the brilliant toilettes 
of. the ladies. It was entitled, *f For the 
^ ff co^eurs de dames of Paris, againft the 
** corppr^tion of mafter-barbers, hair-dreifers, 
*f and bagnio-keepers.'* It is proper to ob* 
fervc, that the bagnio-keeper^ generally 
drefled the ladies' hair after bathing. 

Thofe h^ir-dreffers, who prefumed to dref^ 
bpth fcxcs, in this cafe, jnaintained that it 
\jras theif exclufivc privilege to drefs the la- 
dies ; and indeed they had fevcral of their ad- 
verfaries imprifoned or fined, &c. Thcfe, in 
their turn, defended themfelves, and pretend* 
ed that the exclufivc privilege was in their 
favour ; becaufe, firft, the art of drefling ladies' 
hair is a liberal arty and foreign to the profef- 
fxon of the maitres perruquiers ; fecohdly, that 
theftatuteof the/i^rrz/j-z^/Vrj docs not give them 
the pretended exclufivc right ; and, thirdly, 
that they have hitherto oppreffedthemt and are 

iijd§bted 
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indebted to them In confidcrablc damages and 
int^refts. 

It is probable that fomc able pleader aniufed 
' himfelf in drawing up this memoir. This 
frivolous cafe is conduced with art and ele- 
gaiice, and every 'where difcovers the playful 
hand of a mafter, who perhaps thus unbend- 
ed himfelf in the midft of more painful avo- 
cations. It Will gratify the reader's curiofity 
to extraft fome of thefe brilliant paflages. 

In his firft divifion the orator, who makes curi^us p*, 

. ncgyric on 

his clients fpeak in their own perfons, main-^^i,*J,Ji^„g 
tains that the art of dreffing the ladies* hair 
is a liberal art ; and compares it to thofe of 
the poet, the painter, and the ftatuary. "By 
** thofe talents," fay they, '* which are pe- 
•' culiar to ourfelves, we give ne.w graces to 
•* the beauty who is fung by the poet ; it is 
•* when fhe comes from under our hands that 
** the painter and' the ftatuary reprefent her ; 
'* and if the locks of Berenice have been 
«* placed among the ftars, wJio will deny that 

" to 
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*• to attain this fupcrior glory flic was firl^ iii 
** want of our aid ? 

" A forehead more or Icfs open, a fecc 
/* more or lefs oval, require very difierent 
** modes ; every where we muft embellifli 
^* Nature, or corrcft its deficiences. It is 
** alfo neceflary to conciliate, with the colour 
" of the flefh, that of the drcfs which is to 
** beautify it. This^s the art of the painter ^ 
*' we muft feize with tafte the variegated 
•* fliades ; we muft employ the cMar o/curo, 
** and the diftribution pf the fliadows to give 
*• more:fpirit to tlie comple:!cion, and tporc 
." expreflibn to the graces. Sometimes th^ 
" whiten-efs of the Ikin will be heighten- 
" ed by the auburn tint of the locks, and the 
*' too lively fplendour of the fair will be 
*' foftcned by the greyifh caft with which we 
'' tinge the trefles," 

In another place to prove that their art has 
claims to genius, the coeffeurs de dames add, 

'* If the arrangement of the hair,^ and the 

various 
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various colours we give the locks, do not an- 
Iwer our intcintion, w,e have under our hands 
the brilliant trcafurcs of Golconda. To ^s, 
belongs the happy difpofition of the diamonds ; 
the plicing the pead pins, and. the fufpending, 
of the feathers. The genei»l of j^a army,; 
knows what reliance he* can m^ke oi> a, Jba/f, 
ntootip (a term of the then faihionabl^ dri^fs). 
pilaccxl in front ; he has his engineers, who are 
diftinguifliod by ^ their titles 5 ajudwewith a 
-iparkling crols advantqtgeoufly placed, know 
hpw ditScuU it is for an enemy not to. yield: 
It 19 wc/ indeed, who ftreOgthen and extend 
the empire Of beauty/' 

Several le^ difcuflions. now follow> the 
aridity .of which, do not permit pur gay pleflt-/ 
der to take his happy flights. But he appears^ 
with all his felkrity of imagination in the ^Cr 
roration. 

. Aftff hftvifig informed ss. that there exift 
a^bove 1 200' coeffmrs d^ Jmtfs Mt^ Pjiris^ he 
thus clofes bis oration. . . ^ ; . 

3 - Somd 
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Drfaice of * Some ri^d cenfurers will, perhaps fay, that ' 

iuur*dre£ng 

they could do very well without us, and thatt 
if there were lefs art and ornaments at the 
toilettes of the ladies, things would be all for 
the better. It is not for us to judge, if the 
manners of Sparta were preferable to thofe of' 
Athens; and if the fhepherdcfs who gazes on. 
herfelf in the glafly fountain, interweaves feme 
flowers in her trefles, and adorns herfelf wit& 
natural graces, merits a greater homage than* 
thofe brilliant citizens, who fkilfully employ 
the refinements of a fafhionable drefs. We 
rauft take the age in the ftate we fiind it. We 
feel a congenial difpofition to the living man- 
ners, to which we owe our exiftcnce, and 
while they fubfift, we rnuft fubfift with^ 
them.* 

' Sliortly afterwards, the cifc iniavbui^ of 

the coeffeurs^ was ordered to be fupprefled, ai- 

unworthy of the majefty of the tribunal to 

which the fuit was brought. ^, The coeffeurs^ 

^ however, gained the r caufe agaluft the Per- 

% ruquiers. 
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Monfter of Chicanery: The ladicS had takeil '^^Z^Z'l^ 
a warm intereft in thtir favotir; and forined drcircrs!' " 
for them inoft powerful folicitations. This 
important trial was crowded by a moft brilliant 
affcmblage, and when the grate decifions of 
tht court wfere finally made, it was approt^ed 
by a fuddert clapping of hands from the anxiouS 
beauties of Paris, who confidered the affair of . 
their coefeur Si as of the moft national con- 
fcquence^ 



It' thefe ahecdotfe'g forcibly charaQierife tfieApater.toU 

' > ^ ^ rained for 

levity of the nation, the follov/ing one, per- ^^^l^- 
haps, cah dnly firid its parallel in the aniials inj^affing , 

©vera bridge' 

of the effeminate city of Sybafis: dlJ^lwi^rs 

Iri September 1769, thefe was formed art S^'^* 
dftablifhrnerit,* Whifch had obtainfcd an e:fc- 
dufive privilegey to hate iilkfcri umbrellas, for 
the purpofe of farniihing thofe who felt them- * 
felvcs incommoded by the heat <^f t^e fan/ 
during their walk ovet tlie Pont Neuf! Offices 

S wexd 
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were erected at the extremities of this bridget 
where the voluptuous /^^Z/V/w^^Z/r^j", who were 
fearful of fpoiling their complexions, pro- 
vided themfelves with this light and ufeful 
machinfe, and left. them at the office on the op- 
pofite fide, fpr which they paid two liards. 
It will be acknowledged, that this Speculator 
was profound and fublime in his national views, 
and furely the Government was not inferior, 
when they granted him thtir letters patent for 
thofe umbrellas ! It difplays, however, the in- 
|iuftrious ingenuity of a needy Frenchman, 
when his wit is even greater than his wants. 

sityricai In January 1772, all Paris appeared inte- 
Bhc nation, defied in the following fatyrical couplets. 
Pleafant as they may appear to us, the Go- 
vernment made very ferious enquiries after 
their Author, who would have found a ready 
furnifhcd lodging for the winter^ in fome apart- 
ment in the Bailie, 

^ /. .. J 

I Chantons 



NATIONAL LiVlTY. ft|9 

Chantons dans uH bddih vaudeville 
Lc retouf dcs vertus qn'on atira, 
JL'honneuf godixque a la qout, a la vilie» 
Le fentiment, qu'on troiure dt vi^tix %l9| 
Cela r^viendra. 

Frangois, ncperdcspaSTefperance, 
Touivabicn, tout encor mienx Ira ; ^ 
La libcrte, le credit, Tabondancc, , 
La'candeur, lesjefuites, Tinnocenct 
Cela reyiendrai 

Tout revient, k pudeur, le courage} 
La gaiete, les moeurs, et caetera: 
Je fais mcme tine demoifelle fage, 
Qui difoit, en {Verdant fon pucelagrj 
Cela reviendrai 

' tet us fing a playAii vaudeville, 
The return of thft virtues we fhall have,^ 
The Gothic honour at the court and city. 
The SemimenCy that is now become obfoMei 
All will return* ^ 

JPrenchmun lofe no hope$, 
All is well, and all will be better. 
Liberty, credit, and abundance, 
Caadour, the Jefuits, and Innoteoc^ 
All will return* 

AU will return, Modc^dy and Cour4|e» 
Gaiety, morals et csbtScra, 
1 knew even a wife young lady ^t^o faicl 
When fhe had loft the precious gift of naturl^ 
A^l^aiiEetuVEu 

s A At 
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At an entertainment given by the Duke of 
« Aiguillonj a fweetmeat^ repre£bnting the va- 
rious {iarts of Europe, over vrhich his mi- 
niftry extended, was placed in the centre of 
the ^efert. The Duke offered fome of it 
to the Vifcountefs de Fleury, to take her 
choice. This lady, after the ufual careleff- 
nefs of a pretty v^roman, when flie has to chufc 
a fwectmeat, faid, then my Lord Duk6 give me 
Fk ANCE ; I can devour it as well as another. 

Remarkable SoMETiMES thcfe ffivolites wcre checked 

repartee of 

Diderot, i^y jj^g fblemn voice of a philofopher, when at 
the tables of the great, a philofopher did not 
lofe his voice. Diderot, it is well known, 
was honoured by the favours of the Emprefs 
of Ruffia, and was confidered as her literary 
agent at Paris.- Diderot had long worn mourn- 
ing ; which tnodeft drefs he confidered as not 
' ill adapted for the ojiarader he aflumed', as a 
man of letters.- The Count de BroMio, a 
petit maitre, and a poor -wit, Aattg»pted to ri- 
'- 3 • ^' diculc 
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diculc him for the black coat which he af- 
fcftcd to prefer for his drefs. He alkcdhim, 
if he was in mourning for the Ruffians ? Sir, 
replied the philofopher, if I had to wear 
mourning for a nation^ I ihould not gp far to 
feck for one. . > 

We {hall, for a moment, difplay the &>tfrr< Curiwi 
lafliions, which were continually changing at ^^^^ 
Paris ; the refidence of every fpecies of fafhion- 
able folly. 

It will not be ioiproper to prefiice thefc 
anecdotes, by the following defcription pf the 
Parifians, which was written in 1715, by the 
great Montefquieu. From which it will ap- 
pear, that the French nation has long been 
charafterifed for its volatility of tafte in drefs. 
They have only fhewn conftancy, in the 
inconftancy of their charader. 

^* I find, (fays Rica, in the Perfian Let- 
ters) Aat the caprice of fafhion with th^ 
frcnch, is aftonifhing. They have forgot 

S 3 how 



h6w they were dreft this fummer i they artr 
(till more ignorant how they fhall be dreft^ 
liext winter ; of what ufe were it to fend you 
an exaft defcription of their cloaths, and thciF 
drefs.\ A novel fafhion would come and deftroy 
ipy work, as that of their workmen ; and 
Before you would receive my letteri all wpuld 
)ie changed. 

^* A lady, who quits Paris for a the months 
retirement, returns as ancient, as if ihe bad 
been out of the world for thirty years, 

^^ Sometimes thp he^ad drefs ^mount gra- 
dually, till a fudden revolution flattens them. 
There was a time^when their immenfe height 
pbced the face of a woman in the midft of her- 
iclf. At another, it was the feet which occupied 
th>; place, (or the high heels were a kind of pe- 
deftals, which kept them in the air. Builders 
have been often obliged to raife, lower, and 
widen the doors, recording ^s the Ladies 
^cffes required.*' 

W? feall UQW commtinlcate to the reader^ 

? few 
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d few anecdotes, which, among many, we fo* 
left, as no unamufing fpecimens of a national 
levity, unknown to any part of Europe, but 
the French nation, before their Revolution* 

Among thecuriofa extravagancies of France, singular ex. 

travaganciesj 

was the fingular fefliion, of wearing l^uare*"^*^'*^ 
hats, or hats with four points, Itpreviailed 
in 1776.. This grot^fque- covering, was ufedi 
by the peat maitres for their morning difliabillc. 
Shortly afterwards, fome innovators intro* 
duced a novelty • of hats, with two points i 
this did not profper. The Englifli flouched 
hats, at length, prevailed above the reft. All 
thefe fafliions exifted in the courfe of one 
year. The Duke de Richelieu difmiffed hi$ 
valet, becaufe he gave him a hat with four 
points, inftead of two. 

Drefs was often carried to fuch an exccffive 
extravagance, that the frivolous themfelves 
could not help, fometimes, exprefflng their af- 
ionifliments. Thus, in the year 1781, when 

S 4 thq^ 



3ii&4 JJ^ATIQWAL LEVITY. 

the Thuillcrics fqrmccj the fpot of faihionabk 
reibrt, it exhibited a theatre of fuch bifarre 
fcciies, that a Hogarth might have be.en taught 
new leflbns, and have given U3 the genius of 
the nation, from his reprefcntations of the ri- 
diculous, with which they abounded. The. 
pigtropolis was crouded by top piany idlers, no| 
to have fbme lingular gnd extravagant ones. 
Among feyeralpf ,thefe extravagapzas, I fhalj 
give two pf cither fex. A youngs m^ra^appeared 
in a coat, w^iiftcoat, breeches, and jQiockingp, 
\ 9f the colour ci :Tnirde ioieyX^^x^ bottle 

green) his (hoes, and his hat firings, werf^ 
ajfo of the fame colour ; and to reach the fum-r 
njit^f extravagance, . hi? hair was powderc4 
\vith tnerde dote. This original, foon attra6le4 
a crowd; and fhp ^uifs was obliged to defifc. 
our little Fop of the merde. d*oie, to retreat. 

Not Ipng after> ^ lady elegantly drefledi ap- 
pieared at the fame place in a riding habit, and 
with a .man's hat, holding it in her hand, or 
taking it off at pleafurc. No lady before this, 

it 
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it appears, wore an habit, for this female fiiiT 
gularity attrafted admirers j but, like her male 
predeceffor the fop, fhe was civilly defined to 
jvear another hat, or not walk in the Thuilr 
leries. 

I.t is not only by the eternal nautatlon of ff"^^^t 
^(hion, but by its extravagance, that the Pa?*^'* "'"'^^ 
rifian^ of thofe days ^rc to be diftinguifhed^ 
1^0 fooner a mode appeared, but the futility^ 
levity, am fqry of the petit ipaitre§, m*de it 
Regenerate into the mpft^ whjmlicaJ e^ctraya-: 
gan/ce. Iij 1786, reigned the mania of but-? 
tons^ they not,only^wore them of an enor- 
mous fizc, as large as crown pieces, but they 
painted pn jheip niinatures, and qther pidures; 
(o that a fct pf buttons yvas often valued at an 
iijcredible prjcg. Some of thefe petit maitres^ 
wore the mocjefl: medals of the twelve Cefars | 
Qthcrs, antique ftatues ; find others, the meta- 
^orphofis of Ovjd, Aj the Palais Royal, a 
cynic was feen, who impudently wore on hi? 
Ijuttons, above thirty figjures from Aretin, fo 

thaf 
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that every modcft woman (if there was a 
deft woman in Paris) inuft have been o\ 
to turn away from this eccentric libert 
The young men, imitated the romantic fane/ 
of the ancient knights of chivalry, and ware 
on their buttons the cypher of their miftrefs> 
and the Parifian wits, exercifcd their puny 
talents by forming with the letters of the aU 
phabct, infipid rcbuffes. Inaword^^e ma* 
nufa^flure of buttons was a work or^magina-- 
tion ; which wonderfully difplayed the genius 
of the artift, and the purchafer, and which^ 
offered an inexhauftible fource for .convert- 
tion. 

To this fafliionable extravagance fucceeded 
in the fame year, that of the waiftcoats. Thcfe 
became a capital objeS of luxury in drcfs. 
They had them by dozens, and by hundreds j 
as they had fhirts^ They exhibited the fancy 
of the wearer, by their fine paintings, and 
they were enriched by the moft coftly orna- 
ments. Among the variety of fubjefts they 

offered * 
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trcd to the eye, a number of aiporous and 
Ic fcdnes were drawn; vine-gatherers, 
ters, &c, ornamented the chefts of the 
ekgans ; and over the belly of an fefFeminate 
trifler was feen a regiment of cavdry. One 
of thefc amateurs, delighted with finer fan-* 
cies^ad a dozen of thefe waiftcoats painted, 
to reprefent the fineft fcenes in Richard Ccsur 
ffe L^^hg^d the reigning operas of the day i 
that his* wardrobe might become a learned re^ 
pofitory of the drama, and perpetuate its hap* 
pieft fcenes ! 

Thefe anecdotes, exhibit a reprefentation of 
fuch extreme levity, and frivolous refinement, 
that in a True Briton, who has never travelled 
out of his own neighbourhood, they niuft exm 
cite not Icfs furprife than contempt. 

In 1774, a head-drefs was brought in vogue 
by fome adulative courtiers, which was called.- 
♦* The caps of the prefent time." But;4they • 
had more of agreeable fancy than hiftoric 
truth, They confjfted .of two horns of abun- 
dance. 
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dance, richly loaded with golden cars dfcom; 
hung not ungracefully down the fides. This 
4rcfs, which as may be imagined, was in^ 
vented at Verfaillcs, was little relifhcd at Paris, 
when flour was daily rifing in price, and 
while the ymhappy people gazed on the beau- 
tiful ornaments of golden wheat cars, they 
wer? wanting bread, ' 

oftiieif. The fellers, of fnufF-boxes, to ejccite the 

vity of the . • ' 

fi^ifiJd'; tafte of th? fim^teurs, whp inceflkntly. were 

. their jeudc - ^ ^ 

jnou,ic. calling for novelties, ingenioufjy invented 
^at 6oxes, which they, therefore, called their 
Platitudes, The droUnefs of their title, fooa. 
gave them a great run» The Duchefs of 
Bourbon, one day, went to one of the.moft 
fafliionable (hops, and alked for Turgotinesi 
the mailer appeared furprifed, and ignorant of 
the article (he wiflied to have- Boxes, like 
thefe, replied the Duchefs, in pointing to 
thofe of the new conftru£tion. Madam, 
^hofe are Platitudes, he anfwered ; yes ! yes j 

it 



NATIOISIAL LEVITY. 

it is all the fame thing, iaid the Duchefs. 
What was the confequcnce of this impertinence 
of the Duchefs of Bourbon ? It afforded a new- 
topic for the circles of Paris ; the- name of 
Turgot, remained to thefe flat boxes; and 
every body haftened to buy his Turgotine, or 
his Platitude. 

A play on words, was often an extreme fa- 
vourite. ^One of thefe was called Les Tout ; 
under this quirk or joke, fourauguft perfonages 
were well enough charafterifed. It was thus, 
the king {ayes a/I ; the queen fpends a//; mon- 
Jieur buys all\ and the Count SArtoisy laughs 
zXalL Ondit, quele Roi,epargnctout; que la 
Reine depcnfe tout; que Monfieur achete 
tout ; ct que le Comte d' Artois fe moque de 
tout. 

In January 1763, the fafhionablc topic of 
Paris, was a handibmc Dutch lady, whofe 
IVWXI6 was Mrs. Fater. She was the wife of a 

Dutch 
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Dutch mcfdhant s &ie formed the convcrlation 
of every polite circle^ and the fubjeft of m^ 
numerable epigrams and madrigals. The fol'- 
lowing one is among the tolerable ones ; the 
Freneh^ it &ems^ did not fpare their mofl: 
iacred topics^ on the moft frivolous matters. 

Patery eft dans notrc Cite ; 
Spiritus^ je voudrois bicn etre, 
Et pour former la Triniti 
Filius on en verfoit naitre. 

The nobility walked to her houif in a pro- 
ceflion^ obferves a fatyrical wit of the day^ 
The honed Dutchman, her hufband, fatigued 
with thefe honourable vifits, faid one day to 
the courtiers, in accompanying them to the 
door! *^ Gentlemen, I am very fenfible of the 
honour you do me in vifiting me ; but I think 
that you will find here little amufemcAt, I 
fpend the whole day with Mrs. Pater, and 
we fleep together at night ! — Mrs, Patter, how- 
ever, proved atlaft, a hlk Xnfidilk. 

Thji 
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The funeral oration qf'the queen oF Louis 
XV. was made by the bifhop of Puy, at Saint 
Denis. It was a very cold compolition. When 
fomebody prefent complained of the great 
heat before the Abbe de Voifenon, this Abbe 
replied, notwithftanding he was a^n Abbe^ and 
the oration was a ceremony of religion, at the 
moment the corpfe of the queen was in the 
church. This is aftonilhing, you have the 
Cold breezes of Puy.; a ooantry as temperate 
as the biftiop himfelf. ^Chis poor pun, CK-* 
pofed our bifliop for above two years, to the 
feverity of the frivolous circles of Paris. He was 
obliged to bury himfelf in his diocefe; and 
becaufe of this pun, hardly ever ventured 
to appear in public^ 



The levity of the French, was not con- xhcproirhi. 

ci -I f rcnck 

fined to the Parifians ; it fpread far and wide^ '^j^if/jJr 
and was not lefs obfervable in the remote Pro- asThtPaci- 
Vinces. When the Duchefs of Chartres came 
to Ijier provincial city ; on her fifft arriviat 

iho 
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flic 6nly appeared iii a kind of bonnet, un- 
adorned with that magnificence and multiplr- 
city of feathers, which the ladies; in imitatiofi 
of thofc of Paris, wore; This modeil head- 
dreft of the Duchcfs, waS k caufe of exulta* 
tion to the good hufbands, who had long pro^ 
tefted againft the new fafliion. The ladies of 
Chartres^ were perfciftly in defpair on the oc* 
caifion, Is they confidered it as a due cdmplr^' 
merit to their Duchefs to imitate her drefs ^ 
and for this purpofe, it appeared neceffary to 
quit their beloved feathers. Matters remained 
in this dubious ftate for a week ; when the 
Duchefs having recovered from a violent cold 
(which had been the only rcafon of her modeft 
head-drcfs) fhe appeared at the theatre with a 
tree of feathers on her head. The honeft huf- 
bands beheld this menacing coeffure with 
grief 5 and an univerfal joy was felt on thi§ tri^ 
umphal occafion by the ladies of Chartrcjs*. 
The next day, the fliops were emptied of their 
feathers ! This trifling anecdote is very pr(^- 

per 
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per, to (hew the genius of fach a nation of 
triflers ; the provinces, it feems> had not a lefs 
infeftious air than Paris itfeif. 

In 1777, We find that the hair dreflingof 
ladies ^was fo important and increafing an 
art, that it became neceflary to augment the 
number of the artifts of thefe edifices of beauty. 
In confequence of this, a declaration was given 
at Verfailles, the i8th Auguft, and regiftered 
in the Parliament ^ thzljis hundred ladies bair^-^ 
drejfers^ fhould be admitted to the company 
of Maitres Barbiers-Perruquiers, The price 
of their admiffion, was fixed at fix hundred 
livres. Befides this company, there were hair- 
dreflfers for the ladies of the lower clafs of 
people, and the Bourgeoi/es; the talents of thofc 
we are noticing, were to be devoted only to 
illuftrious and brilliant heads*. 

But the afFaij;;s of thefe ladies hair-dreflTers, Thcgovem-i 

mcnt iflue 

became tnore/erious in the year 1780. Their ^^^^^"^^^ 
order was augmenting at every hour, and they S!?hair* 

T , formed 



.^7* 



NATIONAL LEVITY. • 

formed one of the moft important bodies at 
Paris. Proud of ^hc daily favours tl^y en* 
joyed, and giddy with tfacir pride, they openly 
fhewed their utmofl contempt for the reft of 
their honourable confraternity* Barbers and 
wig-combers, they confidered as unworthy 
peers, and attempted to feparate thcmfelvet 
from fuch ignobk affociates. They tven pe- 
tended, that they had a juft right to be joined > 
to fomc fcientific corps. This imperious ri-* 
vality, and the lamentable groans of the bar- 
bers, became an objed: for the government's 
vigilance. Another decree was ifliied from the 
king, dated 24th January, which fixed their 
numbef to fix hundred ; prohibits their hav- 
ing more than one apprentice every three years, 
too keep^i6od/j of hair-drefling J and above all, 
to place under the figns, the words, jicademe 
de Coeffeurs I 

In 1 783, a fatyrical vaudeville' appeared bjr 

M, CJb^mcejWt^, intkuled, " Th« Young 

3 Mca 



Men of the Age !'* The dhevalicr de' ft.6u- Theyonog 

menofPariJ 

thcrolles^ recognifing himfelf in the defcrip- f^f ^41** 
tion, faid> that the Author defcrved to be ^*" *^* *' 
Caned; This eam6 to the ears cJf the poet> 
who immediately afked fatisfadion from thp 
Count. They fought, and ilightly wounded 
each dthcr. T'he Bard, crowned with laurels^ 
did riot fail to fhew himfelf at the opera that 
eveningj wifh his arm in a flings This cir- 
tumftancei made the verfes Inore popular than 
they would probably have otherwife been. We 
givd it to the reader, as a piet^e proper to pre^ 
fcnre in thefe Memoirs. 

IBeaut^s qui ftiyez la Ticefic^, ^ Tc beatrfies iplrho fLy frofh Jiceii- 

lEMtH torn 1108 jeiines gens 5 tioufiiefs, 

iJ^iSLQiax a defend la France, Shun all our young men ; 

A I'afjiefil de ces grands eiifants: Love has dcfcrted France, 
lis ont far ktir ton, leor Ungagei At the vt6w of thefe men-^1- 

£ffiirouch^ la volupt6, . dren. 

^gard^ pour tout appanage,' They have by their vpifse :^d 

ti'igtibraiiM et la nuUitt. language 

Rendered voluptuotifnefs iiivtge^ 
And kept for tjieir only charadk^ 
ignorance and nothingnefs. 

Wtalgr^ leur tournurfe fragile, Notwithftanding their idltneft 

A courir ils paflefit lettr tetn*| They-p«f^thek time in owning 

21f fontimpohuiKklavill* ' every where j 

T » A 1» 
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A la cour ils font importans : In th^ city importunate» 
Chacun ciKeux fans appel decide, In court important. 

Au fpeftacle ils ont I'airm^chant ; £very one pronounces like a judgs ; 
Far tout la fottife le s guide, At the theatre they look wicked; 

Partout le meprii les attend. Every where folly guides themi 

Every where contempt attends 
them. 

Pour cux, les foins font desvetillc* For them refpc^tful politcncfs is 

£t Tefprit n*eft qu'un lourd hon trifling, 

fens ; And wit but affectation ; 

Ils font gauches aupres des fiUes^ Before modeft girls they are awkard 

Aupres des femmes indepens . Before women they are indecent« 

Leur jargon ne pouvant ^'entendre, Their jargon is fo unintelligible 

Si leur jeunefle peut tenter, That if their youth ihould tempt; 

Ceuz que le befoin a fait prendre, Thofe whom defire has allured 

L'ennui bientot les fait quitter. Soon quit them with contempt. 

Sur leurs airs tt fur leur figure, Upon their grace, and their pcr- 

Prefque tous fondent leur efpolr ; fon, 

lis font entrer dans leur parure Almoft all found their hopes ; 

Tout le gout qu'fls penfent avoir. They have difplayed in their drcfs 
Dans lecercle de quelque belles. Whatever tafte they may have. 

lis vont s'^tablir en vainqueurs, In the circle of fome fair ones, 
. Mais ils out totijours aupres d'elles; They come to eftabliih them- 
Plus d'aifance que de faveurs. . felves as conquerors ; 

But they have always with thtm 
More freedom, than favours. 

De toutes leurs bonnes fortunes, Of ail their good fortune 

lis ne fe prevalent jamais i They never boaft in public. 

Leurs maitrelTes font fi communes, Their miftrefles are fo eommon 

Que la honte les rend difcrets : That &ame renders them dif* 
lis prcferent, dans leur ivrefle, creet. 

La d£bauche aux plus doux plai- They prefer in their ebriety, 
firs ; ^ Debauchery to the fofteft plea- 

Il^gouteut fans d^licateJOTe, fures ; 

Des jouiiTanees fans d^iirs. They tafte without delicaay. 

Enjoyments without defires. 

PuilTcnt 
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FuLOfent la volupt^, lesgracesy Voluptuoufacfs and the Graces 

Les expulfer loin de leur cour ; Far expel them from their court ! 
£t favorlfer en leur places. And favour in lieu of .them 

La gait^, Tefprit et Tamour ! Gaiety, wit, and love I ^ 

Les d6ferteun de la tendrefle, • The defeners of tendernels ' 

Doivent-ils gouter ces douceurs ? Shall they tafte thefe delights ? 
Qnand ils degradcnt la jeuncfle, When they degrade youth, 

{In dpivent- ils cueiiler les fleur^ ? Shall tl^ey cull its^nght Sowers f 



Jf fuch were the young men of Paris, it ap^ ^^J^ 
pears, that the inanncrs of the young ladie^ a^w. * 
were not Icfs repreheqfiblc. The youth of 
Ijoth fexcs, indecdi were relaxed by every ' 
i|>ecies of dlflplutenefs and frivolity ; volup- 
tuous without defire, capricious without tafte;^ 
tjiey followed the yplatility of fafhion, with al^ 
the ardour of idlprs, who occupy thenifelvcsi 
on thofe objefts which pxert no energy of 
mind, and come not with the folemnity of 
inftruftion, but folicit regard by the gaiety of 
trifling, * 

Of the ftate of the French women, we 
receive an ample idea in the following prize 
fubjed, which we fir^d in the Efprit des Jour- 
iiaux, for 1783, proppfed by the Royal Aca- 

.T 3 demy 
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demy of Sciences and Belles Lettres at Rcmoi^ 
It is (obf^rvet Hut monthly critic) an intereA* 
ihg queiiion. 

Is not the lit tie care which is beftowcd on the 
inftradlioft of wocfien devoted by their prcfent 
education to idlenefs, or frivolous occupations, 
, the moft immediate caufc of the change 
that has taken 'place jn the manners qi thq 
nation? 

Jt is in the cndlefs variations of fafhion that 
tJte follies of the fair are to be obferved. Yet 
'ehdlefs as thefe may appear they feem feme- 
times to have exhaufted their invention, and 
they had recourfe to^ reviving the moft obfb-? 
lete fafhions. In 1782, there was a rage 
among the ladies for wearing long and wide 
aprons; and ample neckcloths, fignificaiitly 
called by the French desfchus^ becaufe they 
concealed tlje fine neck of a lady. Madame 
la Marcchalc de Luxembourg could not pa- 
tiently fufFer them ; (he iaid, they hacj the 
air of a cook and a toariere; that is, female 

feryants 
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fer^lints who attend the nunneries. To ridi- Anccdot««f 

. a fatyncal 

culc with good hvunour the Dutchefs of Lau- ^ft^an'a** 

veifes on the 

zun, her grands-daughter, fhe feat her. for a occ^ftaa- 
new-year*s gift an apron of failcloth, bordered 
with a fuperb lace, and half a dozen of neck* 
handkerchiefs of the thickeft cloth equally 
ornamented* This carious envoy made fome 
noife at Paris, and excited the pofetical vein of 
the Chevalier de Boufflers ; he gave on this 
occafion a charming fong, which I tranfcribe 
for the plcafure of the reader. ,A11 the pro- 
dudions of this elegant poet are exremely 
beautiful, and full of thofe light graces which 
enchant men of tafte. The fong is divided 
into two parts. In the firft, he fpeaks to the 
cook. 



J'flpplaudrt a remploi nouveau I applaud the ocw employ 

Qu'on donne a ma cqufine j That is given to my coufin ; 

Jamais auffi friand morceau Never a more delicious roorfel 

N*cntra dans ma cuifine : Hasevcr entered int^my kitchen. 

Elle auroit tort de r£pugner, She would do wrong not to be pleas'd 

A Tetat qu'elle cmbraflc ; With the fituation fhe has chofen; 

C'cft ou Ic bon gout doit regner It is where good tafte is the arbiter, 

Qt^*eIIp eft mieux a fa ^lace. That (he is moft advanugeoully 

placed. , 
T 4 Op 
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On (kit que des gouts delicau 

Le fien eft le modelle ; 
Ceux meme qui ne le font pis 

Lc devienDent prcs d'ellc : 
Mais ma tante on vous avertity 

Que votre cuifwiere 
Ne fait qu*eveiller Tappetit, . 

£t point le fatisfalre t 



It is known that of delicate tafci, 

Her's is the pcrfcft model ; 
Thofe who are devoid of it 

Receive it, when near her. 
But, aunt, I muft tell you, 

That your little cook 
Only awakens the appetite. 

But does not fatisfy it. 



Hc^ addrcflcs himfelf then to the tourierc, 
or nun who attends the turning door of the 
convent. 



Vous en qui roon ceil pr^venu 

Vitunccuifiniere;' 
PaiTez moi devoir m^connu 

La plus digne touriere : 
Pieux coftume, douz maintien. 

Prevenance difbr^te ; 
Oh ma touriere ! Ton voit bien 

Qu'au tour vous etes faite. 



Entre le cloitre et les mondains. 

Ma divine touriere, 
Semble habitei fur les confins 

Du ciel et de la tcrre 5 
Tous deux a fon afpe6fc ^mus 

Dbivent rend re les armes, 
Les immortels a fcs vertus, 
/Les mortels a fes ch armes I 



You in whom my anticipated eye. 

Beheld a cook, 
Forgive me not to have known 

The moft worthy touriere ; 
Pious manners, and foft appearance, 

Wifdom fo difcreet I* 
O my touriere, we fee well 

That you are well made for the 
turning. 

Between the cloifter and the worldi 

My divine touriere, 
Seems to live upon t}ie confines 

Of heaven and of earth. 
Both alike moved at her face, 

Muft yield to her; 
The immortals to her virtues. 

The mortals to her charms. 



Let us obferve the levity with which thc- 

French nation treated their heroes^ and fuch 

• perfonages 
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perfonages who attradted by their political 9^^^ 
importance, a temporary regard. When the thTk^^*" 

, ^ and vcruti* 

Duke of Chartres returned to Verfailles, after %wi* 

' which the 

his wonderful fea-fight at U/hant with Ad- 1'^^,^, 
miral Keppel, the palace was crouded by 
courtiers of all defcrlptions who were anxi«* 
oufly waiting to falute their naval hero. In 
ftepping from bis carriage an abbe prefented 
him with a long panegyric in verfe ; the Duke 
could not afcend the ftair-cafe by the preffing 
croud of adulators who furrounded him. In the 
evening our royal admiral went to the opera, 
and the piece could not be heard^becauie 
of the loud acclamations of joy with which the 
public faluted their able and glorious admiral. 
Let us now pafs to Paris. The Duke of 
Chartres had gradually funk in the cftecm 
of the Parifians. It was now curioui to ob- 
fcrve the fudden change of opinion in the 
town. A popular delirium fpread through 
the honefl citizens ; and the ilreets and the 

theatres 
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theatres refounded with the name of the coh'« 
• temptible Orleans, 

In the evening, when he appeared at the 
opera, every one prcfcnt fofe, and a clamor* 
ous.-applaufe lafted for above twenty minutes. 
When the public finiflied, the orcheftra be- 
gun to exprefs their zeal, by loudly flouriflhi-' 
ing their triumphal trumpets. 

There was at this time a company of idlers 
who ufed to aflemble in the Palais-Royal, un- 
der a capacious tree which had been trapfr 
planted from Cracovia. Thefe idlers called, 
themfelves Cracovijfis, and their fociety every 
evening acquired hew members; indeed a|l 
the Parifians may be fuppofed to have been 
Cracovifts. Under this tree they amufed 
themfelves with converfing on the new fa- 
fliions, .and occafionally, as much as th^ 
i/areJ, with the political ihcidents of the day. 
Our hero became an ample fubjed: for their 
diffcrtations, and they agreed in the excefs of 
I tlitir gratitude tP club their lixpences to give 
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jCbme public marH of their admiration. Thcif 
fixpences poured in fo faft, that at length 
theyfaw th^pifelves enabled to have a band of 
muficians and very briMiant fire-works. The 
inhabitants of the adjaceaf ftreets illuminated 
their windows, iaind the people were admitted 
that evening into the gardens of the Palais 
Royal. Every thing paflcd with the utmoft 
tranquillity ; if we except the loud veni^ vidf\ 
n?ici, which with fhouts of triumph were re- 
peated for this wonderful naval hero. 

Yet all was not terminated ; the career of 
glory was ftill prolonged by the induftrious 
adulation of Paris. One of the extraordinary . 
follies exhibited on this occafion by the 
gopd people of Paris, during the fliort refi- 
dence of the Duke there^ was the following; 
They dreflfed a wicker image to reprefent the 
perfbn of Admiral Kepppl ; they fang a fong 
on his defeat^ in prefence of the Duke and 
Dutchefs, they dragged him then in a dungT 
cart, and after haying broke their fpurvyjefts 

Qn 
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on this poor wicker figure^ he was thrown 
into the pond of the Palais Royal, with all 
the abufive epithets and imprecations, which 
a fwinifh miiltitade can (o copioufly difplay. 
What is furprifing in this afiair is, that their 
highnefles could authorife fo ihdecent a fpec- 
tacie to pafs under their eyes, and fandioned 
as it were by their approbation. But perhaps 
the Duke defigncd by all this to perfuaJe the 
good people at Paris that he really had ob- 
taincd a complete victory oncer the English 
fleet— or perhaps conceived that a triumph 
was honeftly due to him, hecaufe he had noii 
been defeated by Admiral Kcppel. 

But the triumph of the Duke of Chartre^ 
did not here terminate. Such was the na--^ 
tional levity y that fcarcely after ten days fuch 
clamorous plaudits, the town turned rebel- 
lious, recanted from all their former proceed* 
ings, and he who had juft received the tribute 
of public gratitude, became the butt of every 
wit and the objed: of every fatyrift. His ma,* 

ritime 
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ritimc exploits, his return to Paris, his often- 
tation at (hewing himfelf immediately at the 
opera, and the ftupid admiration of the ideots, 
were all now expofed. One of thefe vaude- 
villes is not amifs. It was moft favourably 
received by the city, and found even admirers vaKte 

on the Duke 

at the court. The fatire was ftill rendered ^^ ^^''^• 
more poignant, by the author adopting the 
vcrfes to the tune of a fong much in vogue, 
and which had for title Les Revenans. The 
poet addreiTes himfelf to his Serene Highnefs 
in the following ftanzas. ', 



V0U8 feitcs rentrer notrc arm^e ; You order our fleet to return home, 

L'Angleterrd tres alarp:i^e England trembling with the alarnxi 

Vous en loucra : Will praife you j 

£t vous joindrez a ce ruffrage. And you will unite to this fuBTragey 

Les lauriers et le digne hommage, The laureb and loud homage 

De Topcra! Of the opera. 

i^uoLl vous avez vu la fuiti^e ! What, you have fmelt the fmoke ! 

Quel prodige ! la renomm^e A prodigy ! Fame prepares 

Le publiera ! To publifh it ; 

Revenez vite, ii eft bien jufte IReturo quick , it is but juft 

D*ofiHr votre perfonme augufte. To (hew your auguft perfon 

A Topera ! At the opera. * 

Tel 
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T«i dMrcfaant la f oUbii fmeuiey Thus (biking for the famoiu Ike^e, 
JafoD fur la ;ner orageufi Jafon on the ilotmy feas 

Se hazarda : Adventured ; 

Iln'ettemquune,etpourvospemes»H« had but one ; for your laboui^ 
Jc Tons en promcts deux douzaincs,! promife you two dozen 

A fopera ! At the <^cra. 

Chers badauds courez a la f^te ; Dear foch, ^un to the feUival, 

Parmi vous criez a tuc-tete> Cry till your throats ate hoarfc^ 

Bravo ! bravo ! Bravo, travo; 

. Cette gnmde a^on de guerre. This noble a6Uon in war^ 

Eft telle quMl ne s*en voii gucrc, Is fueh, that is rarely fecn anywhere/ 

Qu'a Topcra ! But at the opera.' 

Grand prince, pourfuis ta carricre,Grcat prince ! purfue your career,- 
Fraochis ocbleiDent la barrlere. Kobly leap over the barTier« 

Pe Topera I Of the opera , , 

Par de fi rares entreprife?. By fuch rare enrcfprifcs, 

A jamais tu t'immortalifes, You will immortalize yourftlf 

A Topera ! * At the opera.- 



The immortality of the Duke indeed did 
not laft above a fortnight ; and his inanity 
had only rendered him ridiculoufly confpi-^ 
cuous. In the mafquerades which the queert 
had after her lying-in, under the cover of a 
mafk, the courtiers often expreiTed their ge-* 
puine fentiments; Truth then appeared at 
court. Among the many poignant xetorttf 
vhich the Duke received in thofe few days of 

liberty^ 
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liberty^ one from a kdy whdm he infulted, is 
perhaps the mofl: tolerable* M. De Gehlis, 
in reviewing with die Duke fcveral ladies at 
the ball pointed to one near thenn^ who at- 
traded by die graces of her figure. The . 
Duke, in a loud ivhifper^ faid. It is a beauty 
that has paiTed. Ceji un ieaute pajfee. My 
Lord, retorted the irritated lady, It is like , 
your hjsc^. Max feigneur^ ctfi commit voire 



The national levity was amply difplayed Ancca.t« 

^ X ^ X y . relative to 

when Dr. Franklin firft excited their atten- ;'^[:,7^'* 
tion^ Hie for a long time was a fafliionablctobr. 
topic, and the enthufiafm of the French (who 
perhaps were ardently defirous of obtaining 
that 12>erty, which was then for them but a 
vifionary perfedion they did not yet venture 
to gaze at) difplayed itfelf in all the multiform 
fhapes of extravagance^ Franklin became 
their idol j becaufe in paying their homages 
to hiro> they at the fame time gave a vent to 

tbofe 
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ihoik concealed iCentimcnts refpeding govern* 
ment which would have been too dangerous 
for them openly to have exprefled. 'Their 
frivolity feemed animated by a new energy, 
which the following anecdotes will perhaps 
fufficiently difpby* 

f^A In tjyy, the reigning mode was to have 

jh. Frank, an cngravmg of Dr. Franklin placed over the 
chimney; as formerly, fays a cotemporary 
journalift, they ufed to have a pantin. A 
pantin was a kind of puppet which was made 
to move on fprings and generally meant for 
the amufemcnt of childrenf/ It is curious, 
continues the fame journalift, to obferve the 
portrait of this grave Englifhman turned into 
derifion, like that of the trifling plaything 
which entertained our idlers thirty years ago^ 
A print-fliop fold 6000 of thefe portraits in 
the firft week of their appearance. 

Dr, Franklin, an honeft and fturdy Briton, 
muft at his firft residence in the fi-ivolous 

court 
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Court of Verlailles, have felt a continued in- 
dignation and a fincere contempt for the puny 
Sybarites who fiifrounded hint. A ftern re- 
publican, as he pretended to be, would not 
patiently have fupported the fhameful luxury 
and the abjedt fervility which glared bn^his 
contemplation at every regard the philofopher 
caft about him^ Perhaps it was the perfua^ 
fion of the neceffity of fupporting them for 
the intereft of his infant nation that induced 
him not to vent a groan, or givp way to an 
cxpreffion which might appear to reproach this 
ruinous magnificence, this infulting opprcf- 
fion, while he faw the greater part of the na- 
tion languiftiing in extreme mifery. 

At firft, however. Dr. Franklin was Dr* 
Franklin. No man is corrupted at the firft 
attacks human nature is to be mined, not 
ftormed. He feems gradually to have ac- 
cuftomed himfelf to the reigning vices and 
frivolities, till at length the ftern republican 
appeared without a blufh at brilliant balls, 

U divine 
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divihe fuppers, and all the elegant fcencs of 
fafhionable diffipation. 

Theip refleftions have arifen naturally from 
the following anecdote which we fliall give in 
tlic exadt words of the reporter-. It is dated 
in February 1778: 

Dr. Franklin hurianifes himfelf and begins 
Xo (hew himfelf in company, even in the 
moft fafhionable circles. This fliews more 
than any thing his good underftanding with 
tlic government, and the fatisfadlion he de- 
rives from the good news lately received from 
his country. Lately he was at a ball given by 
Madame de FloifTac, the lady of a financier. 
There was a charming afiemblage of young 
and beautiful women, who every one fuccef- 
fiyely went to pay him their homage, and 
embrace him^ in fpite of his fpedtacles. 

The philofophers, however, are greatly 
oifended with the oftentatious luxury which 
he fuffers in his grand-children, and which 
forms a Angular contrail with the fimplicity 

of 
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of the Englifli philofophcr. They have fet 
up a new faftiion of wearing red heels j a 
frivolousi decoration, very well for a courtier 
of Verfailles, but very unworthy of the dc- 
fcendants of one of the heads of the Congrefs 
of Philadelphia. 

One of. the moft ftriking mottoes whiph 
were chofen for the portrait of Dr. Franklin, 
is the following one, which charafterifed thi« 
great man. It is^ indeed, a fine verfe, knd of 
.lingular felicity. 

Eripujt toelo fulmen, Sccptrumque tyraimis* 

He ravifhed the lightning from Heave% and db|B 
fceptit from tyrants. 

This in as concife a manner as poffible, gives 
,U8 the two great labours of F»nklin j as a 
philofophcr, his difcoveries in electricity ; and 
as a politician, bis emancipation of the, op- 
preiled Americans. 

We muft place in this article, the reception 
of Voltaire on his return to Paris ; the extra-* 

U 2 vagance 



^9f 



294 NATIONAL LEVITY. 

Curious vagance difplayed on this^ occalion, was cer- 

rclative to 



Vol's tain^y niore the efft&. of the national levity, 

rcccplic 
his rctu 
Paris* 



reception <>" . ^ « . 

his return to than of thcif genuine admiration for fuperior 



genius. . Roufleau never received fuch loud 
public tributes of applaufe. But the fafts 
will beft explain themfelves. Let us attend 
this vain, frivolous, ingenious, and even fub- 
lime Voltaire ; his fatuity more powerful even 
than his fenfibility ; his pride greater than his 
genius ; his impudence fo exceflive, that at 
length it ended in modefty. All this in Vol- 
taire was extravagance; but the Parifians were 
ftill more extravagant. 

Whether any fatirical, or other fignification 
was intended, it is, perhaps, difficult to affirm ; . 
but Voltaire, on his return to Paris, appeared 
in a chariot painted with a iky *yue, and 
• ftrewed with ftars. He, perhaps, refolved* 
that the world fliould not be miftaken when 
he rode about the town ; or, perhaps^ he - 
imagined that his coming to Paris was the 
fame as going to Heaven. 

He 
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He had prepitred the public, for his ap* 
pftarance that night at the theatre. An ex- 
pc(3:ing mulfitude, had filled thg vaft cotrrt- 
yard of the play-houfer Scarpe had this ex- 
traordinjary man appeared in this extraordinary 
chariot, when everyone cried— '* There he is." 
«~-The Savoyards, the apple- women, all the 
canaille of the quarter were there, and the 
acclamations of Vive Voltaire^ refounded with- 
out end. ^ The Marquis of Villette, who had 
arrived before, went to receive him in de- 

. fcending from the chariot, in which he was 
accompanied by the Procureur Claufe. Both 
fupported him with difficulty^ and faved him 
with fome trouble from the embraces of the 
eager croud. At his entrance in the play- 
houfe, a more elegant world, feized with the 

' genuine enthufiafm of genius, crouded round 
him ; above all others, the ladies threw them- 
felves before him and ftopt his way, that they 
might contemplate him the befter. Some 
were even feen to touch, tremblingly alive all 

U 3 over. 
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over, his dreis» and fome even fnatchcd fome 
of the far of his coat. 

This faint, or god of the evening, was to 
feat himfelf between Madame Denis^ and 
Madame de Villette ; and the pit with convuU 
five rapture. Waited the moment when the 
poet was to appear* He came, and they im^ 
mediately called for the crown. Brifard, an 
aftor, approached to place it on his head- 
Voltaire cried out, Ah Dieu ! vous voulez 
done mefaire mourir^ weeping with joy, and 
refufing the honour. He took the crown and 
prefented it to his belle et bonne. She refufcd 
it, till the Prince de Beauveau fcifing the 
laurel, replaced it on the head of the French 
Sophocles. 

But the greater triumph was referved for 
the clofe of the play, which was one of his 
own tragedies. His buft had been brought 
from the academy, and was now placed on a 
pedeftal on the i^g^. The adlors furrounded 
jt in a dcmi circle, each holding a garland in 

the 
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the hand. A crown was placed on the buft ; 
the noife of trumpets, drums, and fifes, an- 
nounced the ceremony, and Madame Veftiis 
holding a paper, repeated with an emphafis 
proportioned to the extravagance of the whole 
fcene^ the following verfes. 

Aux yeux de Paris cnchantc 
Re^ois en ce jour un hommage, 
Que confirmera d'agc en age, 
La fcverc Pofterite. 

Kon, tu n'as pas befoin d'atteindre au noir rivage. 
Pour jouir dcs honneyrs de Pimmortalit^ ; 

Voltaire rccois la couronne 
Que Ton vient de fe prefenter; 
II eft beau de la meriter, 
Quand c'eft la France qui la donn^. 

To the eyes of enchanted Paris 
Receive now this tribute ; 
"VVhich will be confirmed from age to age 
By fevere Pofterity. 

No! foryouitisnotneceffary to reach tte black ftrcatn, 
To enjoy the honours of immortality, 

Voltaire receive the crown 

That has becnjuft offered; 

It is glorious to merit fuch a difttncUony 

When it is France that gives it. 

U 4 These 
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These verfcs were encored ; and an engrav- 
* ing has been made of this fccnc. Every ador 
placed his garland round the bull ; and becaufc 
Madcmoifelle Fanier, in a fanatic extafy chofe 
to kifs it ; ev6ry other ador^kifled the buft. 
' When the performance finally clofcd, a new 

confufion remained for the modeft philofoplier. 
Juft feated in his chariot, the croud would no^ 
fufFer him to depart. The horfes were ftopt, 
and Qur reporter fays, they were kifTed. Seve- 
ral young poets cried out, that the modern 
Apollo fhould be dragged home by the peo- 
ple ; but as the croud were not all poetSji there 
were not a fufficient number of enthufiafts 
ready for this purpofe. However, Voltaire 
heard as he paffed along, an eternal e^ho of 
Vivats. 

Such was the apotheofis of Voltaire, and 
fuch the national delirium. When he returned 
home, he again wept, and modeftly protefted 
that had he had the flighteft idea of what 
had paffed, he would not have gone to the 
play. Charmed with his reception at Paris^ 

fee 
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he immediately bought a houfc ; but his re- 
ception coft him too dear ; for the agitation 
gave fuch a (hock to his aged frame, that he 
died in the next month. 

The frivolity of thefe Sybarites is fufficiently ^^'^^^^^^ 
evident; nothing could awaken them from their ^onai fru^^ 

liry. 

trifling refinements. In February 1779, at 
the very moment they and their Spanish ally 
had received the completeft defeats, an univcrfal 
joy took place in Paris. The objedl that 
could fix the attention at this critical period, 
was not a battle won, or a fleet deflroycd ; it 
was an opera dancer. The celebrated Made- 
moifelle Guimard, who having had the mis- 
fortune of (training her foot, en repetant un 
pa,s de deuxy in the ballet of Medea and Jafon^ , 
rendered Paris unhappy. This accident caufed 
a general alarm, and the war with England 
was forgotten ! Their wounded admiral, the 
Count d'Eftaing, and their numerous fpldiers, 
yA\o periflied before Savannah, .was the con- 

verfation ' 
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vcrfation of a few days ; but the ftrain of Gui- 
mard's foot rendered them inconfolable. The 
nobility, .the clergy, and the tiers etat, (fays 
the writer of the Lettres Hiftoriques, Politi- 
ques et Critiques) alike participated in this 
public calamity. Every one haftened to leave 
his ticket at her houfe ; and her Suifs twice 
a day diftributed a bulletin of her fituation, a$ 
was cuftomary with the royal family.. The 
day file danced on the ftage, appeared a day of 
public feftivity. In what country, ancient or 
modern, were adlors, but what is . worfe, 
opera dancers, thus proteded, and adored, as a 
virtuous nation, would have adored illuftrious 
charaders ? 

Another " ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ occafionally occupied their 
I^wtw volatile minds, their levity was alfo defirous of 
feeing the nature of a battle — at leaft at the 
opera. The celebrated Noverre, in one of 
his ballets, introduced a number of the French 
guards to perform their manoeuvres. The 
' cfFedt was ftriking i and when the poft brought 

a new 



NATIONAL LEVITY. 295 

a new account of a defeat, the frivolous Pa- 
rifians confoled themfelvcs with a view of 
their foldiers mixed among their dancers ! All 
the nobility afli (led at this fpedacle; and the . 
Marechal de Biron, complimented Noverrein 
his having converted the opera into a fqhool 
of Taftics, The ferjeant who had the honour 
of heading thefe Xoldiers, on the theatrical 
boards, was recompenfed by a crofs of the . 
order of Saint Louis ! ' 
- If fome, who appear to have poffciTed a 
gravity not congenfal to the fentiments of their 
fellow citizen, cenfared thefe theatrical ex- 
hibitions, and faid, that thefe foldiers, might,- 
in war, be employed to a more ufeful purpofe ; 
there were not wanting fome who flattered 
the public tafte by agreeable verfes. The fol- 
lowing ones attradled notice, though they 
have little but their vanity to diftinguifli them. 
The laft line is fatyrical and not amifs, 

Quand Mars nous laifle aupres des belies, 
jNfous nc voyong, nous n'aimons qu'ellcs, 

Et 
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Et nous bornons tous nos exploits, 

A fuivre de Tamour les loix. 

Mais auffitot que Mars ordonnc 

Que nous allions fous fes drapeaux. 

Nous quitrons Vemis pour Belloiie, *" 

Au clerge cedant nos travaux, 

Thrwdu- The Bottle-conjuror, was lon^ a caufc o 

Jity of the •' ^ 

AnS exultation to our Gallic neighbours, which 

■uhicKfcrvci 

'm't'^thr *^^y eternally repeated as a proof of our 
j«c.con. jj^jJqj^^j credulity, and the facility with which 

we might be impofed on. The following an* 
ccdote will, however, ferve as a counterpart, 
and we may, if it is worth the while, take 
our revanche^ on our once gay rivals. 

In December 1783, when the air-balloons 
were the objed: of public attention, there ap- 
peared in the Journal de Paris, the fafhionable 
periodical publication of that period, a let- 
ter from a watchmaker, who, without fub- 
fgribing his name, offered to traverfe the river 
Seine, between the Pont Neuf, and the Pont 
Royal, fo quickly, that a faft trotting horfc, 
which was to fet off. at the fame time, fhoold 
\ 4 ' not 
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not reach the oppofite extremity, before him. 
To make this experiment, he alked for his re- 
ward, two hundred louis, when he reached 
the appointed fpot ; and which were merely to 
pay his travelling expences to, and loft time 
at, Paris. He appointed the firft of January, 
if the river was not frozen, for the experi- 
ment. The town was immediately agitated ; 
fubfcriptions filled rapidly ; and at the court 
and the city, their only talk was concerning 
the watchmaker, who, like another Saint 
Peter, was able to walk on the water, iafter 
than a horfe could trot by land. As fomey 
however, appeared to doubt its prafticability, ' 
he* fatisfied the enquirers, by defcribing his 
apparatus. Thefe confifted of a pair of elaf- 
tic SabotSy joined by a thick bar. Every 
fahot was to be one foot long, and (tv^si inches 
^ high, on an equal breadth ^ and if neceflary, 
he was to hold in each hand a bladder ftrongly 
blown. He aflured the public, that he could 
repeat the miracle fifty timea in an hour. 

About 
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About the 20th of the month, the public 
were alarmed by feveral reports, that the 
watchmaker of Lyons, who was to walk 
over the river Seine, without wetting his feet, 
was an ideal perfonagc. The learned journal- 
i^fts, were humiliated by the confeffion of a 
facetious gentleman M. Combles, who, in the 
gaiety of his imagination, had attempted to 
try the credulity of the Parifians. But our 
humourift greatly endangered his liberty by 
the joke ; for he had not only impofed on fe- 
vcral diftinguifhfed perfons, but a fociety at 
^ Verfeilles had fubfcribed a thoufand livres, and 
which fociety was. formed hy Monjieur^ who 
is too grave a prince to fufFer with impujuty 
any perfonal ridicule. Indeed, the city of 
Paris had begun |q hxyAAfcaffolds^ for the con* 
venience of the fubfcribers. 

The facetious invention of M. Combles, 
wa& in great danger of feeing punijfhc;4 ^^^ 
% flate crime ; and dreading the refentment of 
Monjieur and the city of Paris, he haftened to 

the 
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the lieutenant of the police, and fupplicated 
his affiftance to extricate him from this fin- 
gular enibarrafliiient* He affured him, that 
he was led to play this joke, with no evil 
defign, but merely, as having obferved fincc 
the invention of the iEroftatic machines, that 
the Parifians talked of efiefting every wonder ' 
they conceived, it was to give a timely check 
to the nation^il credulity, that he had imagined 
this harmlefs piece of plcafantry. He defired 
that the lieutenant would inform the public, 
that he was authorifed in giving notice, that the 
watchmaker, in attenjpting an experiment on 
the river Rhone, had funk, and been drowned. 
The lieutenant, in anfwer, told him, that he 
could not authorife fo impudent a fidtion, but 
would do his utmoftin foliciting his Majefty's 
pardon. When M. Breteuil prefented the 
king with the lieutenant's letter, his Majefty 
laughed, and amufcd himfelf at the coft of 
Monficur, and the Court, It was thought 
proper to conclude this aifair, by informing the 

I pubUp 
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public, that the witchmiker was infane, and 
that he was neither . dcfirous nor capable of 
performing his engagement. Many of the 
fubfcribers could not, however conceive, that 
to walk over the river, as faft as a horfe can 
trot, was lef& impradicable than to ride in the 
air. ^ 

Tiicgenm* Xhc NatioHal Levity was infenfibly de- 

of the nation ... ' ' 

x.c^aTr.ro- dining about the x^Lmericari war. In 1782, 

tlicr appcnr- 

•ncc about ^ wHtcr dcfcribcs the ladies as beine: all ^n- 

the lime ot <-> 

aaw«!"" glomanes ; and, indeed, about this time, after 
the fplendid vidtory of Rodney, the fafhion- 
able female Parifians, wore bonnets a la Rod- 
ney. For the vanquifhed, voluntarily to ex- 
hibit the honours, and thus to rejoice in tl>e 
advantages of the enemy, is a curious fad: in 
the hiftory of human nature, and an inftance 
of the mofl Angular levity. Indeed, about 
this time, the French were gradually meta- 
morphofing themfelves into Englifh manners i 
' and an idea of the excellence of the Britifli 
government, was rapidly propagating among 

the 



the people* Thefc* Engltlh maxims, /were, 

for a whflc, tolerated ; as the cowrt confiderec} 

them as only a temporary levity in the nation, 

which would pafi like its former ones. But 

liberty was infenfibly acquiring a form, and a* 

voice ; and the Ijonnets a la Rodney ^ fhew, thac 

though the infant firft appeared in fport, its 

ftrength and growth gathered till it rofe with 
a gigantic force. 

This is apparent by the following anecdote, curioui 

. * ' ^ * . '^ anecdote re- 

The influenza fpread about this time ; and that A^^ricaa 
alfo was converted into a fafhionable drefs ; the 
hats and bonnets of the frivolous Parifians, 
were all influenzas. The Count de Vergennes> 
in a cpnverfation, was defcribing the fingula-? 
ri^y of this epidemic diforder, and faid, it was 
ca^tAIe malRuJfe^ becaufe it firft appeared at * 
peterfbyrgh, — We are threatened, obferved a 
Duchefs prefent — With another malady^ which 
^illcqme from America. ^-^Whitis that madam ? 
interrogated Vergennes,-7-ThelNDEPENDAN- 
z A, replied the fair CafTandra ; I am informed 

X thai 
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Aat our troops in that country, aro delighted in 
finding that every (bldier may hope to become a 
general, ifhe (hews any talents for war ; that the 
Americans acknowledge no diftin£tion of nobi- 
Hty and rank, and that all men are equal. This 
infinitely pleafes the French ; in their return 
home, they will dwell with rapture on thefe 
events; they will tell their relations and 
friends all they have feen, and in what man-- 
ner iiien become independent ; they will teach 
here what they have learnt there. — The Count 
de Vergennes was greatly embarraifed at this ef- 
fufion. This minifter had formerly perfuaded 
himfelf,that thefeparation of the Colonies from 
the Mother Country, and the war of France, 
would ever after have a fatal influence on the 
future exiflence of England. But our cpun« 
try fhcwed refourccs of which our enemies 
appeared ignorant. 
A new fa. Thc govemmcnt, on this occaiion, lowered 
lifa,*fo1wa.'»^elf even to interfere and tyrannife over the 

^by Go- -^* ti- /•! #• 

▼wnjiicnt. falhions and glory of the fair fex. In 1777, 
a coeffure was announced of an allegorical 

nature^ 
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bJlture^ called auxinfurgtm ; to the infurgcnts. 
This drefsy however, never appeared, as it was 
immediately forbidden by government I But^ 
to prove the inconfifte^cy of this volatile admi- 
niftration, fix months afterwards a political 
engraving was advertifed for by fubfcription, 
in which their triumph was celebrated, and 
called ** America Independent/' . 

The French nation gradually appropriated The French 
fomething of the energy of the Brilifli cha-aSlfkl 
radler. They firft imitated our fafhioris, and 
at length adopted our manners, and even our 
government. This change was vifible fo far 
back as the year 1783, The petit maitres^ 
and coxcomb abbes, were mctamorphofed 
into reafonable beings. There were no more, 
any of thofe frivolous converfations, where 
the faftiions, theatres, intrigues of court, and 
reparations of love, formed the only topics. 
Thefe pretty nothings, were followed by fen- . 
fible converfations ; they only talked of the 
revolution pf America, liberty, equality, the 

X z abufc 
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abufe of minifterial power ; reftraining def- 
potlfm ; and the forming a conflitution drawn 
from thofe of the Americans, and our nation. 
Satkical fongs appeared no more ; the errors 
of a minifter, or a general, were not now put 
into vaudevilles ; but they reafoned on every 
^ing ; they converfed and meditated on the 
Qonfiitutioni The French were formerly too 
little, inflruded ; they were now, perhaps, too 
Judderdy inftruSied, The nvomen particularly, 
were foremoft, in exulting on the revolution 
of America. They were folicitbtis, they ufed 
to fay; to propogate the new principle of go- 
vernment. In a word, to cloie our refledions 
by an anecdote, a fafhionable beauty idddrefied 
herfelf to a gentleman, in thefe words* 
^ The empire which our fcx has ever en- 
joyed over your*s, (hall ferve for the future t6 
feach you to (hake off the chains of defpodiin^ 
that you may wear no oiJier than our own." 



OP 



3^9^ 



OF 



THEATRES, 



ACTORS, .&c. 



IN this article we purpofe coUe^ing thpfe 
anecdotes which will amply di(play the 
frivolous chara61:er of the nation. The in- 
iblence and depravity of the players; and the 
connexion there exifted between the minijien 
of ftate and the a&ors of the ^heatre. 

The riband pf the order of St. Michael, 
which was bellowed on perfons diftinguifhed 

X3 'by 
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by their. iuperior taknts, or by eminent 
Services performed for the nation, was, in 
R762, prefented to M. Rebel, ope of the 
direSiors of the opera^ by the intreaty of a 
courtier, as a mark of royal approbation, 
and as an incentive for his colleagues, and 
thofe who were to fucceed him In his im- 
portant employ. He had alfo a penfion of 
Jiine thoufand livrcs, to fupport the honours 
of the ribbajidl 

Thtinfo. Ik 1762, the French theatre had to^boaft 

Icncc of the ' ^ 

»««»• of a variety of favourite aftors; but the 
verfatility of their talejits did not hinder them 
from bearing one chara61eriftic trait of in* 
folence and libertinifm, 

Madamoifelle Clalrot was the heroine. 
She beca.me the queen of the theatre, and at 
length the cjueen of P^rjis, When the pub- 
lic followed her with adulation, flie retired 
with contempt ; and when her companions 
|-eproached her with the rarity of her ap^ 

pearangci 
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pearance, fhe anfwered with the dignity of a 
fovereign — ** If I play feldom, you and the 
public are equally obliged to me; one of my 
flights makes you live for a month.'' 

When Grandval, a celebrated a6lor, was 
invited to a tete^h-tite by a fair lady of qua- 
lity, their interview was in an apartment 
ornamented with the portraits of her illuftri- 
ous family. At the moment he was finking 
into her arms, ah^ Grandval! laid the yield- 
ing, and yet half modeft fair, que diroienl cet 
heroes^ sils me voyment entre vos bras? lis 
diroient^ replied the infulting theatrical hero^ 
Us diroient que vous etes une putain. 

Sometimes the adors found it their in- Th* namoi 

of two 

tereft to give a reprefentation gratis* I^i^J^^'j^ 
June 1763 the French playhoufe, one nightt *^* *"^*' 
wa? opened on thefe terms. MademoifeUe 
Clairon and Madeijioifelle Dubois, between 
the play and farce^ came forward on the 

X 4 ilage,^. 
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ftage, and threw money into the pit, iB 
crying Ftvt k Rot. — ^The poor populace en- 
chanted with a few fixpences, very loudly 
- fhouted Five /e Rot et MadernoifeUe Clair on\ 
Vive ie Roi et Mademoifelk Dubois! This 
aftion of the two theatricalqueens was con- 
fidered as moft infolent. But when we en- 
ter more deeply into their manner of life, 
and the irrefiftible power thefe women had 
over the firll: chafafters in the nation, it will 
hot excite furprife. 

About this time, when Mademoifelle Clai* 
ron had her portrait engraved, a mania for a 
long while w^s ipfread throughout France to 
purchafe it. In-lefs than three months fhe 
had received above five hundred louis. 

ABccaoteof The following anecdote will difplay the 
importance and power of the aftors, . Freron 
"had in *one of his journals, delineated a por- 
trait of Mademoifelle Chiron, which was 
too i^femblifig ii(ot to tie recbgnifed. She 
' •"" immediately 
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lodmediately went to the gentkmen of the 
king's bedchambjer, and threatened that if 
ihe was not revenged on this Satirift, fhe 
would retire from the ftage. _ An order was 
foUicited and obtained from the king (Louis 
XV.) for the conveyance of the journalift to 
Fort TEveque. Having the gout fortunately 
at that moment, his friends obtained a fiif^ 
penfion of the order, till he was capable of 
moving. The literary world loudly ex^^ 
claimed againft this dreadful exertion of 
power, in favour- of an aSlrefs^ who had been 
not long fince a fugitive ftroUer. This affair 
for a confiderable time agitated the court and 
the capital. Every one took a part in this 
quarrel. Freron had powerful friends, but 
the minifter would yield to no interceffion in 
liis favour but from Madomoifelle Clairon 
herfelf. The queen at leitgth obtained his 
pardon. Ubis was not, however, approve^ 
by the aBrefs. She addreffed another letter 
to Verfailles, in which fhe lamented that fhc 

2 now 
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now faw that her talents were no more 
agreeable to the king, fince it was allowed 
to abufe her with impunity; and, therefore, 
(he periifted in her retreat. She afterwards 
perfonally addreffed herfelf to the duke of 
Choifeul, who condefcended to amufe her 
with this reply, and which fufficiently ex- 
preffes the intereft felt in this national 
concern. Madame, "(anfwered the duke) 
you and I are alike on a theatre; but with 
this difference, that you chufe the chara6lers 
agreeable to yourfelf, and are fure of meeting 
with the public applaufe. There are only 
fome perfons of a bad tafte like that miferi 
able Freron, who refufes to give you their 
votes. I, on the contrary, have my talk, 
which is generally very difagreeable; do what 
I can, I am criticifed, condemned, hiffed, and 
ridiculed; buti do not for att.-thi^, refign* 
Let us facrifice ouriprivate refentment to the 
good of our country, and let us ferve it, in 
our beft way. Since the queen, madam, has 
^ ' c accorded 
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accorded her pardon, you can now imitate 
her majefty's clemency. The theatrical 
queen fmiled with a noble contempt at this 
elegant jeering, and retired with difpleafurc 
on her elevated brows. She immediately 
called a committee conlifting of her friends, 
and the whole company of the theatre. At 
this council table, the Puke of Duras pre- 
{ided. He wrote on this occafion to, 
M. de St. Florentin, that it was to be feared 
the whole troop would defert, if the modern 
Melpomene was not revenged of the info- 
lence of Freron. This letter terribly alarmed 
M, de St/ Florentin, and this miniftcr wrote 
to a princefs that the affair djiily became of 
the utmoft importance, that for a long time 
fo ferious a matter had not been agitated 
at the court, which was cquaHy divided, 
and that^ in f^ite of his profound refped for 
the orders of the queen, he believes that he 
muft on this occafion prefer thofe of his 
piajefty, How (iiis importaQt altercation 

Was 
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was concluded we have iitot difcovcred; but 
.this is very immaterial. 

curkmi In April 1 76 c, there exifted a confiderabic 

theatrical x / ^ . 

j;;^^*** fermentation in the dramatic corps. One 
LifufioL^.DubQis, a very middling aftor, was cured of 
a certain malady by a furgeoii, who com,- 
phiined to the company of the non payment, 
and the a6lor denied .the debt. Mademoifcllc 
'Clairon, fired with any refle6lion on the 
'iSwwr of the company, raifed her cohort, and 
addreffed herfelf to the Duke of Richelieu. 
This lord treated the affair as a matter be- 
tween perfbns of very little cpnfequencc, 
and told the players that as they were the 
peers of Dubois, they, might judge him. In 
confequence of this they expelled him, with 
one Blanville, who appeared to have per- 
jured himfelf in forne other af^ir. All this 
fhews how nicely thefe important perfon- 
ages confidered the point of honour. But 
the affair did not thus terxninaJte; it was only 
' •* a black 
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a: black iky, and the ftorm was yet to come* 
MademoifcUe Dubois, the daughter of thfe 
exiled player, . took the affair at hearty and 
fought by the attrition of her charms, to 
gain a patron in the Duke de Froufac, and 
to reinftate her father in his full honours. 

. She was not unfiiccefeful in her attempts, 
iWld his majefty commanded that Dubois 
fltoukl appear on the ftage^ This gave rife 
t» a fcene at the theatre^ with which, fince 
kts inftitutioaii, the ^ftoi-s had never yet vea-* 
tared to infult the public. When the king's' 
order was known, a plot was immediately 
formed by MademoifcUe Clairon, and the 
firft afbrs, not to play that night. The 
hour of drawing up the Curtain approached^ 
arid all the actors were fuddenly indifpofed^ 
The remaining members of the troop, in a 
fliate df mcoiceivable ^mbarraffment, apply 
to the Marechal Biron, who happened to be 
there. Jt was agreed to change the play. 
But the rejil ftate of matters was already 

% ^ well 
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well known in the pit. A mifcrable a^or 
ftept forwards, announces the change, and de- 
clares the defeftion of the adors. Inftantly 
a ftorm of hiffing, and wliiftling, terrify this 
unfortunate dramatic orator. The play, is 
loudly called for, and the public repeat the 
names of the miffing aftors, with that of 
bridewell. The guards oiFer to quiet the . 
tumult; but M. Biron, would lay no re- 
ftri£Uon on the public indignation. In a 
word, the money was returned, and the 
public iffued, refolved to punifli the iaiblence 
of thefe aftors. 

The next day the ferment fpreads through 
all the clafles of the people. Will it be 
eafily believed, that a council was m confe- 
quence held by the fecretai:y of ftate, merely 
to quiet this difturbance? It was then 
agreed that the a6lors ihould be impri- 
ibned. 

Xbeir imprifbnment was a fplendid tri- 
umph. Mademoifelle Clairon had her prifon 

i: magnifi^ntiy 
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magnificently furniflicd, and a prodigious j^^*^.^*^' 
affluence of carriages- were everyday rolling fpSidtn- 

umph, 

to the court of this theatrical queen. She 
gave numerous and heavenly (uppers, and (he 
ftill infulted the nation by a di(play of opu* 
lenc^ and luxury; . The kiog, (he (aid to 
the Exempt de Police, who came to condu6l 
her to prifon, may feize my fortune, my 
perfon> and my life, but her honour was 
a facred depofit, which kings could not 
touch. — True, Madame, replied the Exempt, 
where there is nothing, the king lofes his 
rights. 

The affair was at length terminated by 
granting a penfion to Dubois, who played 
that year, and who, it was agreed, (hould 
then retire. Mademoifelle Clairon had a 
tedious difpofition during that period, and 
at length tranquillity was reftored to Paris, 
Nvithout occafioning a civil war as dreadful 
as that of the Guelphs and Gibbelines. 

Thk 
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Anecdbtes The depTavcd nuinners of the men of 
n^oHhl fafliion, and the infamous luxury of the opfert 
th^i^ dancers, awaken, continually, indignation in 

Dtonccn, 

a reflefting mind.. Mademoifelle Grandi, a 
figuranti, complained at the operi^ one even- 
ing, that (he had loft a- lover, who had given 
her a thoufand louis in five weeks. A fpcc-s* 
tator faid, that fhe could eafily fupply this 
lofs. The figuranti anfwered that - it was 
difficult ; and that fhe was refolvcd to have 
iao lover under the price of a carriage, and 
two Englilh' horfes, with at leaft.two hun* 
^dred louis annually, to maintain them. Here 
the converfation ciofed. The next day, 
Mademoifelle Grandi received a magnificent 
chariot, with two beautiful Englifh horfcs. 
\rhis prefent was alfo accompanied by three 
riding horfes, and 1 30,000 livres in cafh, in 
the chariot! It was a Fei^mier General who 
thus infcribed his name, with Angular glory 
in the annals of Cythera. 

Not iixferior was the treatment Mademoi- 
felle 
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felle^Hcinel^ the German opera dancer re^- 
ceivcd from the Count de Lauragais. Her 
charms hid feduced his affeftions from Made- 
moifelle Arnoux. He made her a new year's 
gift of 30,000 livres ; 20^000 ta a brother 
fhc greatly loved? a houfe elegantly fur- 
nifhed, a carriage, &g* The Count de 
Lauragais had fpftnt 100,000 livres on Ma- 
demoifelle Arnoux; Madempifefle Heincl, 
modeftly fixed her, price at 20,000 livres; 
and the generous count tripled the^ fum ! At 
this moment a fcarcity of corn prevailed at 
Paris, and bread was rifingat every hour 1 

Mademoiselle Guimard, the firft opera curious 

anecdotes of 

dancer, claims attention, not ojnly by thej^|j^^]^^[^- 
opulent Ijixury.lhe difplayed, but by a phi- ouimard. 
knthrppic aftion which veils, for a moment, 
the diffokite voluptuoufhefs in which flie 
Was funk,- This aftrefs, celebrated for hei* 
talents, having a rendezvous in an infulated 
part of the town, with a magiftr^te, who 
Y concealed 
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concealed himfclf with the greatcft myftcry, 

had then an opportunity ,to contemplate the 

mifery, the famihe, and^ the delpair of its 

unhappy inhabitants; fhe poffefTed a heart 

' that voluptuoufnefs had not cankered into 

infenfibility. Two thoufand crowns were 

the fruits of her iniquity; but this word 

is, perhaps, too. fevere, fof (he immediately 

diftributed them to the poor people £he 

paffcd; and delivered the furplus to the mi- 

nifter of the parifh, to diftribute, as he 

judged proper. When (he arrived at Paris, 

(he begun a fubfcription for the relief of this 

obfcure (liburb. 

Three fup. Madcmoifclle Guimard, indeed was flip- 
pers of dit- ' 1 

turc^giren portcd by the Prince of Soubifc; in the moft 

•weekly by 

Madcmoi- cxtravagant and incredible .luxury. Her 
"''''^ palace, her equipages, her fervants were 
, fumptuous beyond defeription. She cer- 
tainly united the moft cultivated tafte with 
this (hamefnl libertinifin. She ufed tp have 
tliree iCuppers weekly, in which (he indulged 

her 
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her varidijs tafte for oftentation j the fine irts J 
ahd debauchery. The firft was compofed of 
the nobility^ arid peffonages of title ; at the 
fecond, were affembled authors, artifts and 
learned meii wh6 paid theii" devotions to 
this degant nurfe; and the third fbrmed 
a true orgies ; the moft feduftive, the moft iiir 
famous women purfued debauchery through 
ail its teirrible refineriients. This celebra- 
ted courtefaii in her Iplendid dhariot attraded 
the public notice; by the fignificant kriQS 
Ihe had adopted. Thcfe confifted of i fcut- 
cheori, from the middle of which iffued a 
branch of myrtle^ • The grates were its fup* 
porters^ and the loves crowned the whplci 
She diftributed privileges for hunting*, which 
cotild only be obtaiiied by great favour at 
courts When fhe danced in a little ballet, 
which the Couiltefs Du Bairry gave, the 
king made her a penjion of 1500 livit:s; 
This trifle wds only accepted for the hand 
thst beftowed it. It was a drop of water 
' Y a in 
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in an ocean; and Ihe at length gave it to 
her chamber maid! Marie Antoinette con- 
defcended to make Mademoifelle Guimard, 
her arbitrefs of tafte; fhe would hold long 
and intricate confultations on the height of 
her feathers, the colpur of her ribbands; 
and whatever related to her balls, theatres, 
and galas! 

In 1786, this lady's affairs were greatly 

embarraffed, and (he refolved to fell one 

of her favourite Boudoirs^ called her little 

temple, to fatisfy her creditors. The rea- 

dieft means (he imagined was by a lottery. 

A^nyate ^ private lottcry was as illegal in France, as 

oth^ifc here, the government referving this privi- 

mittcdfor lege to themfelves. Nothing, however, 

***"''"* could be refufed to the modern Terpfichore; 

and propofals were ifTu^ed. The tickets were 

each of the value of one hundred and twenty 

livres, and the number were two hundred ' 

and fifty. The capital amounted, therefore, , 

to 300,000 livres, and the property was 

valued by one of the firft archit^s, at 

408,000, 
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40^,000, befides tht furniture, wlilch as fix- 
tures and only adapted for this brilliant 
palace, was to remain with the houfe. 
There was only to be one prize. It is 
hardly neceflary to adif, that the tickets 
were eafily dilpofed of. Marmoritel ufed to 
call this kdy, la belle damie. When Made- "tl^^fj,^ 

- lilhed a fa- 

moifejle Guimard was in England, and hadvi'w^* 

^ M, Mar- 

?i fuit with the opera managers, Mr. Erlkine, '"'""^' 
to equal feverity, did not join the polifhed 
refinement of Marmontel. A true Englifli- 
man, when he calls a perfon a damni^ can 
^ever add la belle \ befides that our modern 
Ciceros are not apt to {3,y Jleureftes to other 
ladies than their clients. 

For the young female Parifians, what 
noble leiTons were thus continually prefented 
to their eyes. They faw the obfcurity of a 
retired modefty, and the rewards of an impu- 
dent voluptoufnefs. A young mind could 
not long hefitate >rhich to chufe, 

Y 5 Ik . 
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Anecdote of Jj^ February 1771, an ingenious writer 
Iwchilr thus exprcffes himfelf. " Paris abound^ 
a concern, w^th idlcfs, who Only find their pleaflirqs in 
objefts which excite contempt and pity in 
men of fenfc. A quarrel between ftroUers has 
divided our petulant youth. An excellent 
female opera dancer, and the bcft male 
dancer, who have long been rivals, and 
long lived in a6ls of je^louiy, are now dif- 
united by various motives. Their enmity 
has declared itfelf on the occafion of a certain 
fiep^ which Mademoifelle Heinel refolved to 
dance, and which Veftris referved to him- 
felf as maitre des ballets. This conteft hjis 
iharpened the partifans of either, who re- 
folved to revenge themfelves. Laft Tuefday 
it firft appeared againfl: Veftris, who while 
performing the chacoon which clofes the 
opera, was violently hiffed. Enraged againft 
his rival, who was waiting behind the Icencs, 
and whofe eyes fparkled with triumph, he 
fufFered himfelf to abufe her with every 

outrageous 
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otrtrageous .term, which greatly difgufted the 
audience. Every one fpeaks differently ; but 
the majority are for Mademoifelle Heinel. 
The afiair was brought before the minifitr^ 
who did jufticc to the injured lady. The pub- 
lic at her next appearance, received her with 
loud plaudits. It is refblved, fays our jour- 
jialift, that to-morrow, Vcftris fhall be very 
difFerently received. But his admirers pre- 
tend to equal thofe of Mademoifelle Heinel ; 
and all the Parifian youth are collecting their 
forces to meet to-morrow, and determine 
the important conteft. 

The plot formed to humiliate the felf- 
love of Veftris, and not his talent^ (conti- 
nues pur journalift) attradled an afloniihing 
concourfe to the opera. But the public 
became reconciled. In the morning he had 
made the moft fubmiffive apologies to 
Mademoifelle Heinel. The indulgent pub- 
lic that was met to humiliate him, now re- 
f f ived him from all parts of the houfe, with 
Y 4 the 
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the moft diftinguiihed favour* He, on hia 
fide, to exprefs his fenfibility, furpaffcd hini'.^ 
felf in the chacoon, and all would have 
happily terminated, had not poor Vcftris 
danced with fuch chthufiafin, that he'ftrained 
his foot, and rendered Paris difconfo- 
kte, by a fortnight's confinement to his 
chamber! 

Such then were the public interefts at 
Paris ! If they were "not allowed to hife at 
minifters, they were contented to do this at 
opera dancers^ and if they had no national 
politics, they found ibmething equivaleflt 
in theatrical ones. 

Hiftory of In 1 7/ 1 a puppct-fliew appears to have 

an indecent 

^dkl^rlT^^^ the great conctrrn oF the Parifians^ 

Audinot, an indifferent aftor, quitted the 

ftage with ike hope of attra6ling thfe public 

by the aid of puppets, Thefe wooden 

. players, by the aid of a human dwarf, proved 

♦ to be better aftors than himfel£ Animate4 

- by 
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by fucccfs, he formed an elegant little the^ children 

trained up 

jUre, in which he introduced a troop of'*^^^^?^ 
children. Thefe he taught the art of actings 
and their natural graces, and infantine efforts 
excited the public attention. Two play- 
wrights, who had been as unfortunate in 
*their dramatic pieces, as Anxiinot in his per- ; 
formances, confidered themfclves at leaft 
capable of writing fot children. But the 
charm of innocence was not long a charm 
for the diffolute Parifians ; and the managers, 
therefore, introduced a varict) of meritri-i 
cious embelliftiments, and obfcene dialogue^ 
which foon rendered it the refort of a vaft 
croud J the girls, the rakes, the idle, and 
the effeminate triflers of either fex* The 
todies of the court did not fail to ap- 
plaud, and to patronife ; and Audinot rivalled 
with fuperior luftre, Nicolet arid his aipe, 
who had lately excited a fimilar ferment 
throughout Paris. This theatre, by the 
arnait.eurs, was confidered as a feminary for the • 

drama j 
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drama ; but the more reflefting' part of the 
town lamented the invention, /.as corruptive 
of youth, of decency, and morals; and which 
by the licentioufiiefs introduced, and ap- 
plauded in that theatre, already formed a 
fchool for libertinifrn. 

We have only to add, that when Louis 
XV. was devoured by ennui, Mademoifellc 
Dubarryufedtocallfor Audinot, and his in- 
fantine ailors, who by the aid of very 
obfcene dialogue, and voluptuous dances, 
gratified the court more than it did his ma-^ 
' jefty. At length Audinot had a penfion! 
o/f^Z' '^^^ prevailing licentioufnefs of the opera 



different na- 



ture,X"he did Hot pafs without applaufe from the dif- 

new Opel's 

b««fc. lolute, and cenfure from the more reafonable 
party. We give inftances of both. When 
a new opera houfe was ereded, the poets 
Tvere invited to form an infcription for 
this brilliant theatre. Among many indiffe- 
rent ones, we felea the following, as not 
• devoid pf merit. 
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jLes arts dans ce Calais prodiguent leurs merv^illes^ 
Pour enchanter les cojeurs, les ycux, et Ics oreille*. 

In this bright palace all 'the. arts appear, 

Channing wijh prodigies, the heart, the eye, the car. 



ANO TH E R* 

Dans ce Palajs brilliant de l?caux arts et des fc^, 
Heros, dieux et demons, tons les ep-es divers, 
Pociles aux accords des modemes Orphecs, 
Soot le tableau mouvant de ce vaftc unjvers. 

RaisM by the arts, and fairies, this bright feat 
Gives all the troops of fancy's heavenly birth. 

They docile to each modern Orpheus meet^ 
The moving painting of the various earth. 

A poet who appears not to have been ia- 
fenfible that this brilliant palace would be- 
come a theatre of debauchery and immo-. 
rality, wrote an infcription, which, though it 
was more juft thqn tke preceding ones, was 
jiot certainly adopted, 

Ici, les dieux du terns jadij, 
JlenouvcUent leurs lith^rgjcs, 
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Venus y forme des Lais, 
Mcrcure y drcffe des Socies. 

Here all the gods of days of old, 

Renew their moral lithurgies ; 
And Venus forms the Lais bold, 

Attd Mercury bids the Sofia rife. 

Afifcdotet Mademoiselle Raucoux, in 1777, was 

of Made- .»///> 

KauOTux cng^g^^ *^ P^^y ^ ^w nights before the 
court at Fontainebleaii, for which fhe re- 
ceived a prefent of ten thoufand livres. 
This adtrefs was notorious for the moft 
diffolute manners, and for indulging an un- 
natural paflion, which feems to have been 
very prevalent in France at this period. ^ 
The a^ors, and particularly the aftreflfesj 
were defirous of expelliiig her from their 
company, lefs the contagion of her licen- 
tioufiieis fliould pollute the female part of 
the theatre. Her majcfty was her great 
friend and proteftrefs. But the pen falls 
from my hand at a number of anecdotes 
which now lie before me; I relped an 

Englift 
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Englifli public, and pafs them over in filence. 
Into . what a depravity of morals muft the 
Parifians have funk, when one evening, in 
a box facing her majefty, this infamous 
woman was feen careffing a girl in the moft 
(hamefiil manner ! , 

The fplendid and indecent proteftion, 
which this adrefs received from the queen, 
began now to form the popular topic of con- 
verfation. She had been obliged to fly from 
her creditors; and the queen at length 
offered to pay her enormous debts, amount- 
ing to 200,000 livres ! It is even probable, 
that the following royal edift was made 
chiefly for this depraved woman. In Sep- 
tember 1779, a declaration was iiTued from 
the c^urt, which rendered free from all 
{eizures, the perfbns of and payments made 
to all receivers, irilpeftors, a6lors, and other 
perfbns, belonging to the theatres^ excepting 
one third, which might be feized on by the 
creditors, who, however, were to allow 

from 
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from tkis portion, enough for their mairitfe* 
nance ! The mortarch, an hoheft man, herd 
figned one of the nioft diflioneft a6ls; and 
made a formal decree, that an aftrefs of the 
moft depraved morals, might teturn to Pari^! 
Such was the dangerous imbecility of the 
government! But could LouirS XVL have 
fanftioned luch a dreadful corruption?-^ 
Mademoifelle Raucoux was the favourite of 
the queen of France. 

Let us turn our contemplation from fiich 
monftrous paffions. Let us even forget a 
formiflable number of anecdotes, which 
prove with a terrible truth, the unnatural 
depravity of the court, and the theatre. 
Since the days of Ovid, it was fuppofed 
that all metamorphofis had ceafed ;. but it 
appears that a horrid tranfition of fex was 
at this moment, but too common. When 
Mademoifelle Raucoux became, for a fliort 
time, the miftrefs. of Count d'Artois; 

while 
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while the Marquis de Villette,- was induced, 
by the power of Voltaire, to marry Made- 
moifelle de Varicourt; thefe converjions into 
a man and a woixian, by a man and a woman, 
were confidcred as two edifying leffons very - 
neceflary to the libertines of either fex at 
Paris! 

The infolence of thefe a6lors fometimes Anccdofe. 

of the info- 

amufed. Volan^e was an excellent buffo at ^«^"<^« "^ 
the opera. He had firft appeared in public 
as a merry-andrew, at a fair; he had then - 
become a vagrant pantaloon, and was now a 
favourite buffo, called by way of eminence, 
yeannot. This fplendid increafc of reputa- 
tion, he did not bear with the calmnefs of a 
philofopher. It made him proud, nice at 
taking offence, and very grave. All which 
qualifications, are certainly not congenial to a 
farcical performer. This important perfon- 
age was invited by the Marquis de Brancas, 
with a view of entertaining his company. 

When 
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When he was announced^ the marquis lead 
him to ^ the aflembly and £iid, " Ladies, 
'here is Jeannot, who. I have the honour of 
introducing/' — " My Lord,'* interrupted the 
auftere pantaloon,—*' I -wOi Jeannoti when 
1 played At the Boulevards, but ^t prefent, I 
am Monjieur Folange'^ — ** So be it," replied 
the naarquis, — " but as we don't chufe to 
haye any but Jeannotj let Mof\fieur Volange^ 
be led out of doors."— ^This Buffo was, 
however^ a man of great importance ir^ the 
theatrical world* The taanagers of a thc- 
; atrc declared, that they were indebted in 
the film of 200,000 livres ; and that wheii 
Volange appeared on their ftage, they not 
only cleared their debts, but formed a balance 
in their favour of ^00,000. livres! The 
Comedie Italienne, had long been deferted^ 
and to attraft the public, they-addrelTed 
themfelves to Volange. But as thefe atlors 
treated him very cavalierly, and extolled 
with an iiir of dignity, ^thefviperiority of 

tbiir 
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their Jiage to tbofe he had been ufed to, he 
quitted them, replying with equal dignity, 
he left them to their miferable ^tf/^; and 
he preferred, like Caefar to be the firft in 
a village, than the fecond at Rome. 

When he was confined to his chamber by ^j^"^^^^ 
a cold, his door was furroundcd by the car-**** ^ 
riages of the nobility ; and a bevy of fafhion* 
able beauties crouded to the levee of this 
extraordinary buffoon. One of the pieces in 
which he performed, was played twice a 
day during one year! His buft was en- 
graved in the fine porcelaine of Seve, and 
was the fafliionable new year's gift. The 
queen alfb diftributed them among her male 
and female favourites. 

' The lyrical empire (1778) was thrown The mini- 

fter and an 

into great confternation by the following op«»<iw« 
terrible occurrence. Mademoifellc Cecile, 
a dancer, who formed the hopes, the orna- 
ment, and the delight of the opera, having 

Z refufeA 
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refused to dance, becaufe fhe was refufed 
the drefe of Mademoifelle Guimard, one of 
the minijlers of Jiate^ being at that moment 
]f)refent, ordered that (he fliould be fent im- 
mediately to . Fort TEveque, and declared 
incapable of appearing on the ftage. For- 
tunately for the lady and the public, fhe had 
become a favourite of the prince de Conti ; 
(he, therefore, under fuch auguft proteftion 
" was liberated after a few days confinement. 
It was with difficulty, however, fhe could 
regain permiffion to appear on the flage — but 
it was particularly y//^2//^/^^ by the mintjler^ 
that it was en condition, that jl^e jjoould 
not dance in the drefs of Mademoifelle Guimard 
— admirable minifters! Admirable opera 
dancers ! * . , 

Another When Mademoifelle Guimard retired 

<'rav-r irom 

rhcminificr.£^Qj„ thc flagc, fhc ercdcd two theatres of 
her own. This was fufely equalling the 
oflcntatious magnificeiice of thofc Grecian 

% courtezans 
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fcourtgzans who fometimes built a pyramid; 
knd fometimes founded public games. To 
thefe theatres htr friends only were invited, 
and fhe attrafted to her ftage the dramatic 
Coryphasufes of the public theatres. Here the ' 
government was again obliged to interfere; 
for thefe aftors^ in travelling to the deliciou? 
villas of Mademoifelle Guimard, were obliged - 
to repofe themfelves on their return to Paris, 
and abfolutely forfook their public fun6lions. / 
* But this was at length redified by an order 
from the minijier. . x 

These theatrical courtezans, fb njuch thecunous ac- 

count of the 

attention of the public as well. as of the in-?^^"""? °* 

•*■ fyiphid prc- 

dividual, received homages of various de-^ ^'' 
fcriptions. One which became a prevailing 
fafhion, was eagerly adopted by the diflblute 
heroes of gallantry. It confifted of fending 
magnificent prefents to the fclefted favourite 
anonymoufly; whenever fhcreceived fuch a 
fairy gift, it was faid that fhe had received a 

Zz . favour 
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favour from ^fylpK *nd to giiefs at tbefylfh 
formed the amufement, for fometime, of Paris ; 
and the myftery^ no doubt, that of the iylph 
himfclf; who, however, gradually difclofed 
himfelf, and appeared in the form of fome 
notorious man of the town. We abound iri 
anecdotes of fylphs. Mademoifelle du The 
was long the favourite of an unknown lylph, 
who appears to have received very exaft in- 
N formation, for this fair ideot could hardly 
form the moft extravagant wifh but (he faw 
it realifed on the following day. Above 
100,000 livrcs in jewels in this manner 
were conveyed to her by an invifiblc 
hand! Such were the ruinous amours of 
fylphO 

The mini- La Rive is a Hving a:6lor whofc talent? 

ftcragMn in ~ 

the theatre. 2^j.g j^q^ coufidered to be Iplendid. He does 
not appear, however, to have fhone with 
pre-eminence of art, during the time of 
Le Kain. When this laft fuMime ador 

died, 
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died, the theatre was divided into a civil 
war, among thofe who alpired to fucceed to 
his charadersi. The theatric divifion run fo 
high, that to fatisfy the contending parties, 
the minifter was fdlicited to appoint an um- . 
pire. The duke of Duras had this honour, 
and the French marflial, with military 
power", decreed that Le Kain's parts fhould 
be divided among three aiftors; Mole, Mon- 
vel, and La Rive^' 

The aftors indulged the mojfl fingular 
haughtinefs, and it was their delight to mortify 
the public by Ihewing a contempt for them. 
It is true, in this cafe, an aftor cannot fafely 
indulge his theatrical infolence ; the majority 
againfthimistoovifible. But,notwithfl:anding 
(his, we^obferve continually that the fuperior 
aftors refufed frequently to perform ; and often 
only appeared as if it were a national favour. 
Le Kain one winter did not perform above 
fix times, till the court thought proper to 

Z 3 remind 
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remind him of his neglcdl. When the queen 
went* to the play, the propofed piec^ was 
obliged to be fet afide owing to the indifpo- 
fition of the Sieur Claifval. Hermajefty dif- 
pleafed, feid, it is with great trpuble we can 
get a fight of that gentleman. This morti- 
fying obfervation fo much engaged the 
ilroller, that he threatened to retire from the 
flage. It was with great difficulty, and by 
the interference of the duke de RichelieUj^ 
that this gentleman got oyer his pouting 
humour, and coiidefcended to tread the 
boards once more to the confolation of the 
delpairing pit. 



:books. 
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LITERARY psrfccution, istheeffeaof - 
de^tifm, which trembles to have the 
veil drawn from its cranes • Under Tiberius^ 
Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, a Roman fa- 
jgitive, who had ventured to write againft thofe • 
tyr4nts, could not find an afylum in any place ; 
he was purfv^d every whejre, and punifhcd 
with death, unlefs he preferred receiving it from 
his own hand, Under Louis XIII. ^ind Lopis 
Xiy, fays the a^thor of the ,Lettres fjifto- 
riques, a (imilar perfecutbn exifted. Cardinal 
Richelieu never fcrgave ^ny one, who had 
^ared to oppofe,of to ceafure him* Louis the 
2 ^ . . Great, 
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Great, exerted a vengeance unworthy of a 

king, againfl^ the writer of a newfpaper, whom 

he carried: oft in Holland. Under the -reign 

of Louis XV. how many perfons have been 

carried away in foreign countries, for having 

written againft the defpotifm of minifters, or 

^ the pernicious influence of miftrefTes.' There 

is a proverb, that nothing but truth offends. 

The literary The Ceufprs of books, in France, were a 

icribcd. kind of literary inquifitors, which -have long 

been unknown in England ; for, there was a 

time when the liberty of the prefs in Britain* 

likewife languiflied under a fimilar tribunal. 

Thp original inftitution of ihefe cenfors, 
was merely defigned as a guard on thoie pub- 
lications, which might be injurious to fociety. , 
Their laws were fimple, and their approba- 
tion, at firft, was drawn up in this concife 
manner. They declared, that they found 
pothing in the work contrary to religion, gQ- 
vernment, and morals. They had not even 
a right to judge of its intrinfic merit. 

It 
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It was not long, indeed, before this fyftem 
was corrupted. To gratify a fadion, or a 
friend, thefe cenfors affumed the liberty of 
loading their approbation? with high eulp- 
giums, and impertinent criticifms. All this 
was a fuperfluous appendage, and did not ac- 
cord with the impartial aufterity of their in-* 
ftitution. Thefe infipidities might have been 
eafily excufed,. had not the intriguing fpirit of 
politics, infinuated itfelf into this departments 
The interefts of literature were facrificed to 
the court ; and the voice of cenfure and in- 
dignation was filenced before it could addrefs 
the public. No honeft Parifian could employ 
^ prefs in his native city^; and the firft- irate 
works in French literature, were conftrained 
to feek foreign prefles, and to be furrepti- 
tioufly fold in France. L'Efprit des loix, was 
firft printed at Geneva ; the Henriade at Co- 
logne ; Raynal's Philofophical Hiftory of the 
Indies, and Helvetius celebrated work on 
L'Efprit, were all prohibited works. 

The 
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TheCenfor. Thc ccnfors wjio were appointed as the af- 

jn gcneni 

in^c and biters of manuTcripta, it might be fuppofed, 
^^ were diftinguifticd charaders in the literary 
republic. But the contrary was the fad. 
It was not the ability of the cenfbr which 
the government had fo much in view, as his 
devotion to their orders. It has been wittily 
obfcrved, that the minifters made penfors, as 
the Ecclefi^fties, holy water; ^ny kind, how- 
ever unclean, would ferye when it was once 
fitkif. Thefe places were a titular gratifica-^ 
tion, y^f th which fonie great man gratified his 
pedantic tutor, fecretary, and it has been 
faid, his valet de chambre. It v^s thus, that; 
genius was compelled to kneel before dujlnefs 
and ignorance. How oft^n have we feen with 
indignation, the works of eminent me|>> allowed 
to be printed by perfons whofe name§ were 
ynknown \n Literature. It wa? ^, painful 
piortification fof fuperior writers tp fcceiye 
their manufcripts interlined, erafed, . and cjue-^ 
jried by men iin worthy of ever reading them. 

yet, 
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Yet, to fuch cprre6lions, the unhappy writers 
have fubmitted, BufFon, Mirabcau, Diderot, 
Marmontel| and Helyctiuf, alike perfecuted, 
were at length obliged to accept the correBions 
pf fuch men. Some authors fepling too pa- 
rental an afFedion patiently to fee ihtit ' 
offspring lacerated, by barbarous hands^ ven- 
tured tq print their works in their original . 
ftate. But an imprifonment at Vincennes^ 
fhewcd, that the animadverfions pf thefc cen-» 
fors, were not deftitute dEJfbrce. 

Perfonal motives, almoft always dircdedxhcCeofow 

influenced 

the views of thefe cenfors, eyen on fubjedlsK«^«%^ 
merely qf a literary pature^ A cenfor, con- "'°^'^' 
neifted >teith the academy, oc whp was defirous 
pf this honour, was careful to crafe whatever 
plight ofFfend the acadStny, or a mepibe^* 
Another, attached to the theatre, who wa? 
fearful lo lofe the privilege of his free admif- 
ifion, or who, perhaps, was feed by the corps 
for this purpofe, would not fuffer the jufteft 
.ftt^cl mqft ncc^ffary ftridur^s on the players^ 

In. 
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In a word, it was always fecrct hatred or af- 
fedtioD, which decided on the manufcript of 
an author, and which guided the pen, either 
to erafe or approve. 
Literary Thc liberty of the prefs, was, therefore, 

pcrlccution • rL • t-i ' i l • 

produces all totally extinct in France: and this was cer* 

the abufes of ' 

ti»cp«r» tainly an impolitical regulation. It only fervcd 
the more to irritate the acrimony of an author, 
and to dip his pen in the moft deadly venom. 
The prohibition of a work at Parjs, could not 
hinder its appearance ; and whatever was 
printed at a foreign prefs and anonymoufly, 
brought its own recommendation to the 
public. Under this veil, an author gave him- 
felf up to all the licentioufnefs of his pen, 
andfacSs and obfervations which he wouldnot 
have ventured to publifh with his own name; 
appeared in all the glare of exaggeration. The 
writer then knew he had nothing to fear, and 
that he could only attradl favour by bitternefs, 
and boldnefs. Violence, fometimes, fwoln 
into fury ; truth diftorted into fidion ; and that 

eloquence 
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eloquence of ftyle, which the lively feelings of 
a man of genius pours forth with fuch eafe to 
himfelf, and torture to his adverfaries ; cha- 
rafterifed the multitude of publications, 
which often terrified the government ind en- 
lightened France- 

The chefde la Ubrairie^ cruflied the book- 
fellers with an iron mace. He had the pri- 
vilege, and too often orders from court, to 
enter at all hours into their warehoufes, and 
make whatever feizures he thought proper. 
It was a common pradice at Paris, to talk of 
works which never exifted. Some did this to 
give themfelves importance, and others out of 
pure malice. As foon as the alarm was fpread, 
the poor bookfellers were threatened, vifited 
and ranfacked. Of many inftances, we give 
one. In 1776, it was^ faid, that a work en- 
titled the Royal Almanack exifted, in which 
the Queen, Count d'Artois, and others, were 
calumniated without mercy. An inftant per- 
fccution took place, of the colporteurs and 
2 ' bookfellers 
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bookfcllcrs. The court, agitated through ail 
its departments, had even the provinces ra* 
Vaged. No fuch work was ever found. Biit 
thoufands of honcft tradcfnaeri were vciredi in- 
fulted, and menacedi 
Anecdotct In 1 765, Abbe Mably ipublifhed his firft 

«f Abbe 

*^"y- two volumes^ of his obfervations on the hif* 
tory of France. The fubjcA is there treated 
from the commencement of the monarchy^ td 
the reign of Charles le Bel.. la this work 
he defended, with a laudable zeal, the rights 
of humanity, againft thofe ambitious monarchs^ 
who regard their fellow-creatures as born to 
be their flaves. This freedom of difquifition^ 
was very difpleafing to the government, and 
the work was immediately prohibited. . We 
have jufl been informed, that afterwards, to 
hinder the cofitinuation of this work, the go^ 
vernment compromifed matters with our au- 
thor, and he received a penfion ; in confe- 
quence of which the fucceeding volumes did 
not appear. It was in 1788, that the Abbe 

published 
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publiflied tfie four following ones, and he Was 
urged to this, by the party who then were me- 
ditating the revolution. Whenever a pbilo-^ 
fopber receives zpenjion, for the fuppreffion of 
his work; it would appear, that it had been 
written not with the philofbphical patriotifm 
of enlightening his fellow citizens, but with 
the interefted motives of a literary trader. 
In 1784, Mably iliade another attempt, to add 
to the reputation, which he had acquired by 
his treatife on the manner of writing hiftory., 
In his principles of morals he raifed a hoft of 
enemies among the ecclefiaftics, and the devout. 
In that worki he would not only tolerate, but 
encourage places of public proftitution. He 
alfo rcprefentcd the fanaticifm of the clergy, 
and their contradictory principles with thofe of 
politics and morals. All the Sorbor^ne were , 
in arms. Mably, terrified at the pending 
florm of theology, fubmitted himfelf to a 
public recantation. Thpfe were the two fpi- 
rited paflages in his work ; which, in geheral, 

is 
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is heavy and tedious. As foon as the Abbe 

. figned this recantation, this work Twhich 

had hitherto been in a langjuifhing ftate, found 

a rapid fale. A convincing proof, among 

many others, that nothing obtains its endlefs* 

than a government attacking the freedom of 

the prefs. 

ThcSor. I^ ^1^7 K appeared the Bclifarius of Mar- 

fc<^te Mar. montel. This moral and political romance, 

inontel for 

HL'^n'^^^f excited a tumult in the Sorbonne. In the fif- 

romance ox 

teenth chapter of this work, the author wrote 
on the fubjeft of Toleration, and wrote like a 
philofopher. On the denunciation of the Sor- 
bonne, the book was immediately ftopt ; and 
its privilege annulled. The archbifhop threaten- 
ed to thunder with a mandate, againft the au- 
thor's maxims; and the theological faculty 
was to profcribe them by a public cenfure. 
Marmontel attempted to calm Beaumont, the 
. archbifhop of Paris, by figning any recanta- 
tion he thought proper to di£latc; and M. 
Bret, the cenfor of the work, fubmitted to 

lofe 



xims. 



BOOKS. ^^3 

lofc his pkcci and what was Vorfe^ - hi^ 
penfion. 

The Sorbohne, at length, produced ^h^i^ j^„^/;^7i 
formidable attack. In its firft ftage, ' it wa§ ' 
ftdpt by government; Thcfe wift pedagogues, 
dfter having eftabliflied as a principk of Chrif- 
tianity, religi$us intolerance y dared to aiTeft, that ' 
civil intolerance ftiould naturally follow ftoni 
the firft axiom, by the clofe union exifting be- 
tween the two powers ; and by tht heceffity 
of the fword of jufticc^ fuftaining the thutt- 
ders of the chufcjl. The ttiandate of the 
archbifliop, didlafcd by the fiime infernal ge- 
nius, had to dncduntdr the fame difEttilties. 
Thefe dangerous maxims even ihpeked the 
Court of Frdhccf. At leftgth, much altered,! 
and more molljfied, the theological faculty^ 
publifhed in December 1767^ its Detefmina^ 
fio. Sacra Facultath Tarifietijis in Libettumi 
cut titulis Belifaire. This curious cienfurc lies 
before us. It is a <|darto vdame,' confifting 
ef } 23 pages; the Latin tranflated into French* 
' - A a They 
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They firft, propofed tocenfure thirty- fcvcn af- 
fertions, but they have qonfined themfclyes to 
fifteen propoiitions, all extmded from the fif- 
teenth chapter of this romance. On the firft 
of February 1765, the ignorant bigots (fuqh 
is his appropriate epithet*) the archbifhop of 
PariSj pablifhed after his fermon^ the man« 
date» which condemned a book having fi>r 
titlp BeKfaire, par M* de Marmontel^ dc 
r Academic Francoife^ &c. Our Archbifliop 

* The fenfiblc author of th« « Vie Privee de Louis X V.^ 
has thiit'drawn the cbara£ter of Beaiunont, the archbifliop^ 
of Paris. M. ic Beaumont wa^ very ignorant, very head- 
ftrongy and very fufceptible of any kind of |^judic& 
againft any perfon, or any party ; a friend of flatta^er> 
aMad informers ; odierwife, he was a man of the pureft and 
moft auftere manners ; intrepid in matters of faith, and in- 
clined to become, if it ws^ necefiary^ \t» cpnfeflbr and 
martyr/* 

In the ** Mcmoires Secretes,'* is prcfcrved an cjpitaph 
OB die ArchbiOiop of Pans, which perfe6Uy chara(ftenfe» 
him. It is dated December 27, 1781. 

Dieu Itti donna la bien&tfance ^ 

Le diable en fit un entete ; 

11 cowrit par ia charite, 

Les mfiux-de fon iotQlerance 

ibiad^ 
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made the analyfis of his mandate at its con-* 
clufion. He there inforrtis us, that req/m 
miift fubmit to revelation ; that the glory of a 
fovereign confifts in the proteftion of the Ca- 
tholic faith ; that it is their right and their 
^///y to employ the y5:£^^r^; and that the ca- 
tholic religion, is the firmeft pillar of the 

throne, Bclifarius is condemned, as contain- 
ing propofitions falfe> rafh, fcandalous, im- 
pious, erroneous, and replete with herefy I 
While Marmontel was execrated by the clergy, Marmontd 

^ °^ triumphi, 

his work was honoured with the moft fplendid 
patronage; In a letter which he wrote to a 
friend on this fubjedt, in September 1767, he 
j&ys, '^ the Emprefs has had my, Beliia- 
rius tranflated into the Ruilian language, and 
dedicated to a bifhop. The Emprefs, the 
Kings of Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, make 
it their breviary. Crowned heads arc for me, 
vs4iy jQbould I care for the pedagogues of the 
SorbonneP^V About the fame titne, Voltaire 

A a 2 wrote 
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wrote a letter to the Ruffian Ambaflador, 
which is more remarkable. ** The Emprefs 
condcfcends herfelf to twnflate Belifarius, 
which fome men of a college, at Paris, ca- 
lumniate/' and afterwards has this very ^fin- 
voitairc's gukr paragraph. •• I fee with pleafure, that 
on^^thr hu- *^^^ is forming in "Europe^ an immenfe republic 
iS EuJ^^. of cultivated minds. The light is commu- 
nicating from all parts, I receive things from 
the North, that aftonifh me. Since tbefe loft 
fifteen years ^ there has arifen a revolution in all 
minds f which forms a great epoch. The cries 
of thefe pedants, announce this great change, 
as the croaking of the crows announce fine 
. weather.'* 
An accoMt In 178^, appeared M. de Mirabeau's work 
Swori ^» Lettres de Cachet and State Prifons. Con- 
de caciS fined fi)r above eight months, in a dungeon at 
Vjncennes, through the kindnefs of M. Ic 
Noir, haying obtained the free uifc of pens, 
ink, and books, and part of his manu- 
jlcripts i he wrote this work in 1778. It ^• 
3 plays 
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plays ah uncommon labour of refearch, in 
books of all kinds, and in all languages ; but^ 
what was more adapted to fender it popular* 
was the warm eloquence which pervades every 
part. Our author, firft enquires into the right 
of iffuing thefe fatal letters. He proves, that 
the royal prerogative by which a citizen may 
be detained as a prifoner, in virtue of a fealcd 
letter, without any legal form, is a violation 
of the public law, and even exprefsly repro- 
bated by it. Were it even, he adds, founded 
on a legal title, it would not be Icfs illegiti- 
mate and odious; he enters into a pathetic 
detail of the effedts of the tyranny of 
fuch letters, and eloquently declaims againft 
thofe who attempted to prwe their political 
utility. His notices of the ftate prifon of 
Vincennes, are given in the ftrongeft man^ 
ner. His animated defcriptions of the treats 
ment of the prifoners 5 the goaler of this 
prifon, called the commandant; the food he 
gave to his boarders ; their wretched lodgings ; 
. A a 3 the 
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the books they were allowed to read, with 
many odier fimilar icenes, fonned tbe bittereft 
ftriftures poflible on die government, and the 
defpotiim of minifters. And he cloies his 
elaborate work by the following argument and 
itimmaiy : ** hes rots de France nefmt en droit 
tt felon tous les monumens du droit pubUc^ que 
les mandaf aires Sun peuple litre. The kings 
of France, ofily enj^y the right, alfo accord- 
ing to all the regulations of public law, of 
being merely the proxies of a free people. 

Strong thinking, and fine writing united, 
render this work precious. The whole offers a 
multitude of ftriking fads on the abufe of au« 
thority, and Icttres, de cachet ; he dcfcribes 
fccnes with the colours of a painter, and the 
eye of many of his readers, muft have been 
moiftcned in the perufal. 

This philofophical produftion, was read 
with the grcateft gvidity. It is certain, that 
this interefting topic at the time, had a great 
eiFeft at court, as well as with the people. 

The 
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The foUowing^ year was diftingulflied by an Happy con. 

■ ' fequenceof ^ 

evacuation ofthefrifintrs at Vinccnnes. The ^'^^^^ 
Count rcfolved to perpetuate the happy event cachet. 
by an engraving; the delign was {hewn to 
the king, who, much to his trredit, highly 
approved' of it. The defign refembled the 
frontifpiece to Linguet's account of his con- 
finement in the Baftillc; and probably the 
Count meant to insinuate, that the fame def- 
potifm, cxifted in that (late prifon, as well as ^ 
at Vincennes^ Louis XVI. however, it isAnedote«f 

a Lertre Ue 

iiniverfklly agreed, never figned many lettres ^^"^^^ ' 
de cachet, and the empty dungeons of the 
Baftille, are an eternal teftimony of his juf- 
tice. An anecdote, on good authority, is given 
relative to lettres de caqhct, which does great 
honour to this monarch. The Count de Sanois, 
tormented by the continued irritation of do- 
mcftic difcord, flew from his family, and con-- 
ccaling himfelf under a borrowed name,, re- 
tired to Laufanne;, and refolved to live on the 
produdions of hiipen. By fome fmifter mode, 
Aa4 his 
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his wife and daughter-in-law obtain a Icttfc 
de cachet. In open violation of the rights 
of nations, a minion of the police breaks in^ 
to his chamber at night, arrefts him, fpreads 
infamous reports concerning his prifpner, and 
^rags him, feeble with ^ge and malady, to 4 
dungeon in France. His memoires arc at 
Jcngth publiflicd y his cafe is fo interefting and 
pathetically drjiwn, that all but his unnatural 
|)erfecutprs fhed tears oa them. They reach 
the CQurt, and are read by their majeilics, 
iS^i^aur'The kjng faid, after having perufed them, 
dc Caches ** I fee they make me give a droite et a gauche^ 
in this manner Lettres dps Cachet, without 
' piy even knowing the name of the perfon j 
I will put an en4 to this horrid _pra<5lipe.'* 

The parliamept pi Paris, who ifl 1 781, 
appears entirely devoted to the court, and 
carelefs of the caufe of the people, refplvcd 
to prove its cxiftcnce by a ftriking inftan6ft 
pf its fovcreign authority over thofe objeds 
i^hich were fubtaitted to its cognizance. \^ 

June 
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June of that year, it ordered an auto dafi to Abi« iby- 

nal's hiftory 

be made on the new edition in ten volumes gf ^*">^ 
the Hijioire philofophique et politique des Eta-- 
blijfemens Europhns dans les deux Indes^ par 
VAbb^ RaynaL According to their barbarous 
law didtiori, it was faid. The court having 
heard the report, &c. has condemned this work 
to be torn and burned as impious y blafphemous^ 
Jeditious, and tending to make the people rife 
againji the fovereign authority y and to overturn 
the fundamental principles of civil order. It 
was alfo ordered, that the perfon of Raynal 
fhould be feifed • it was kind of them, that 
he was not condemned to ihare the fate of 
his book : the Abbe efcaped to Berlin, where 
he was moft favourably received. 

This celebrated work of the Abbe Raynal 
has too much intrinfic merit to have wanted 
fuch a faditious incitement as a decree of the 
parliament of Paris, to have become popular. 
^ut to fuch a caufe many works of medio- 
crity have beea indebted for their ephemeral 

reputation, 
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rcputatloti. To burn a book was the m6ft 
favourable advertifement ; and it is fomewhit 
aftonifhing that our areopagifts were not yet 
convinced> after the experience of a century, 
€>f the inutility of fiich decrees, which affifted 
the fale, rather than hurt the condemned 
work. Many in confequence of fuch cdifts 
became readers ; and middling produdlions 
obtained notice, which would not have been 
known had it not been for the denunciations 
of the avocats gencraux, and the honour of 
being burned by the hangman. Roufleau 
very juftly obferved, when one of his eloquent 
treatifes experienced the fame fate, brukr neji 
pas rcpondre-y burning is not anfwering, 
curoos li. A curious anecdote is given conceriiing this 
i!^Ray^a?'i work, and which rather te.nds tx) prove that 
the parliament did not fo much exert them- 
felves as that they were excited to this con- 
demnation by fuperior orders. Itfeems that 
an enemy of Raynal had one of the volumes 
bound, and fo ingeniou fly contrived as to open 

dircdl/ 
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diredtly at the paffages whiph migHt prove 
moft ofFenfive to the king. < The volume was 
placed on his table. His majefty did not fail 
to obfcrve them, and immediately fent for the 
keeper of the feals, whom he feverely re- 
proached for fuiFering fuch works to enter into 
France. His majefty alfo added, that he was 
furprifed that men fo religious as himfelf and 
M. dc Vergennes (hould countenance fuch 
publications by their fubfcriptions. The 
keeper of the feals haftened direftly to the fe- 
^cretary for foreign affairs. He wrote to the 
republic of Geneva (then entirely devoted to 
the French court) foUiciting the prohibition 
of the work. The parliament of Paris re- 
ceived an injundioh to fulminate with their 
magiflerial power ; and to conclude the for- 
midable farce, the Sorbonne employed itfelf in 
condeoming it theologically. Raynal, how- 
ever, is yet living, and the eloquence of his 
compofitions will exift with the language. 
But the parliament, the Sorbonne, and Louts 
XVI. are no more. 
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ch»raaer "J" OUIS XV. HIcc {o many other mo- 



V 



^^' -*— ' narchs, would have been an amiable 
citizen, and was an execrable king. Pet-haps 
this even is tod favourable an idea ; for, 
though in fpite of a vitiated education, he, in 
his early years, and fo late as his malady at 
Metz, gave frequent indications of happy 
difpofitions, he afterwards wallowed in the 
mire of debauchery, and fuddenly feemed 
(particularly after his infamous attachment to 
the vile Du Barre) to lofe the faculties of his 
head, and the feelings of his heart. When 
he lay, in a dying ftate at Metz, in 1744, an 
univerfal alarm was felt throughout the nation. 
Hitherto he had not fiiewn an habitual diflb- 
lution of manners^ and had fometimes given 

^ pioofs 
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/proofs of an amiable fenfibility. The courier 
who brought to Paris the news of his reco- 
very was furrounded, and almoft ftifled by the ^?"'« xv- 

^ J falutcd by 

carefles of the people. He was carried along ur^^iuriL 

' loved 

in trium|A, and every where refounded, " the 
king is cured." T^e Deums were fung in 
crouded churches, and Louis obtained by the 
Ipontaneous voice of the nation the uncommon 
epithet of the well-beloved. 

But in the year 1757,' the moft oppofitc 
change is obferved in the nation. In this year 
his aflaifination was attempted by the fanatic 
Damien. The firfl: rumour was that he had 
been alTaffihated. The Parifians were not 
flow in their enquiries. But what a difference 
in this epocha, (fays the author of the pri- 
vate life of LoiJis XV.) to that of his ma- 
lady at Metz. In a word, they were en- 
quiries of curiofity, not of fympathy ; they 
were more alarmed than afHidled ; the heart 
took no fhare in the event ; no tears were 
ifced i and the churches were empty. 

It 
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The nation It wos uot thc Ffcnch pcoplc who had 

change their ** * 

iTthum!!^ changed, it, was the monarch himfelf. Once 
he had been feen at the battle of Fontenoy, 
and had more than once ihewn a foUicitude 
for the happinefs of the nation. Now, he 
was a voluptuous and feeble prince, placed in 
a narrow circle of adulative and corrupt cour- 
tiers. Shut up in his petits appartemens and 
infamous pare aux cerfsy acceffible only to the 
moll diflblute of the nation. Now the moft 
Some of his innoccnt moments of Louis XV. were thofc 

later occu- 

p*tiofls- j^ which with an apron and a fpoon he con- 
defcended to cook ragouts and boil coffee un- 
der the direftion of the Countcfs Du Barre f 
Such are the fublimc fouls which too ofteii 
have caft ah indelible difgrace on a throne ! 

In the private life, the following anecdote 
reveals the difpofitions of the monarch and 
the nation in 1754. When his majelly went 
to Compeigne, it was cuftomary to vifit Paris 
ip his way. He was made to believe that 

this 
2 
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this city was rebellious, becaufc a mob hads>juhr 

inccdotc of 

lately infulted a lieutenant of Police, and that $fi;^u^„.'* 
therefore he fhould punifli the inhabitants by 
not honouring them with his prefence. It 
is certain, though not eafily to be credited, 
that a new road was haftily conftru<Sted from 
Vcrfailles to St. Denis, for the purpofe of his 
majefty's not appearing at Paris ; and what is 
not lefs extraordinary, it was called le chemin 
de la revoke — the road of rebellion ; as if it 
Ivere to perpetuate the remembrance of an 
imaginary crime, and the fhamcful wcaknefs 
of the monarch ! 

Thevcrfatile genius of the French, forms. Two very 

different ia- 

ho\yever, in this, as in many other fubjedls, ^^Jj 
a curious contraft. When that enormous 
coUedlion of the memoircs fecretes is examin- 
ed, it will be ^*found that while one part of 
the nation were adulating the monarch, the 
other were prepared to lampoon him. In 
1763, we find. (June 6,) that a dreadful paper 
ha4 l>een faftened to the new ftatue of Louis 

XV. 



»tions 
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i XV. It bore this concife and energetic in^ 

fcription> 

i 

STATUA STATUJE^ 
A STATUE TO A STATUE ! 

Several perfons were taken up on fuf- 

picion, and the fpies were bufy. But two 

! years afterwards (1765) we find a pleafing 

t defcription of a fine monument erefted in 

honour of the king, which bore a very difFe-» 

rent kind of infcription, 

TO LOUIS XV. 

THE BEST OF KINGS, 

j 

WHO BY THE MILITNESS OF HIS REIGfT 
RENDERS HIS PEOPLE HAPPY. 

Afid this happy people were Jiarving I If 
every monarch would acquire the true know- 
ledge of the fentiments of his people, let him 
freely permit every one to place an infcription 
on his ftatue. Such an impartial ftatue might 
be a moft ufeful miniftcr of ftate' ! 

The following anecdote is very .flriking} 

and 
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and for the fake of the refiedions which ac- 
company it^ we tranjdate it as it ftands, in Ba« 
chaumont's Memoires Secrets, vol. vi, p. 15* 
we premife that the parliaments were remon- 
ftrating at every hour with Louis XV. who 
was employing the moft defpotic methods to 
intimidate them. 

Oftober 22, 1771. 
. The public converfation has lately turned Rcinrkabtc 

anecdote of 

,on the whole length painting of Charles I.ffifr^ 
king of England, by Vandyke, which was louu xv/ 
bought fcveral months fince, by the Countefs 
Dubarry, for the fum of 30,000 livres. This 
lady had placed it in her apartment, near his 
majefty's, and it appears not without defign. 
We are informed that whenever his majefty is 
returning to his natural benevolence, and his 
€xhauftcd rage melts into clemency, fhe points 
out to him the example of that unfortunate 
monarch ; fhe gives him to underftand that 
perhaps his parliaments would have attempted 
on his perfon xhitfame things, if the chancel- 
lor ^^Maupoau) had not difclofed to him their 
B b criminal 
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criminal and mad plots, and had hot flopl 
them before they had reached to that degree 
of blacknefs and atrocity to which they would 
have attained. — However abfurd, however 
wicked may be the imputation, fhe inflames 
the prince for the moment, and it is from 
nnder this piSiure that proceed thofe deftruc- 
tivc thunders which arc ready to ftrike the re- 
prefentatives of the law and to pulvetife thofe 
who arc at the extremities of the kingdom. 

The Countefs is not capable of inventing 
a calumny fo malicious, fo well combined, 
and fo terrible ; the alarms with which (he 
infpires the king muft be from other politi- 
cians as fkilful as they are infernal. 

This anecdote (which the events con- 
firmed) is attefted by courtiers, whofe tefti- 
monies are of Ithe greateft weight. 

This anecdote affords a great fcope for re- 
flexion. Had tlie parliaments at that moment 
been permitted to proceed, it is more than 
probable that the molution would then have 

tiken 
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fekSn place j and that Louis XV. dhd ndt tke solu- 
tion wa* 

Loiiis XVI. had perifhed on a fcaffold. The ?„*^^jj;;^^; 
Counteis little expefted, while Ihe was gaz- Louis xv* 
ing on the pidure of Charles, that fhe waS 
contemplating not the fete of her royal lover> 
but her oWn* 

We have feen in the article Minifters, that 
Louis XV. opprefled his people by Jiockjob^ 
iing ; we now find in his private life that hd 
was alfo ii.xbrn-^tbandler. It was the monarch um, xv. 

a cornchan- 

who was the great monopolifer of Wheat in ^^f^^'j^t*"" 
his kingdom, and who iiidde a fearcity or^'''*^^* 
abundance as beft fuit^d his fpeculatioiiSi 
The author of the private life, vol. iv* p. 
153, fays, Louis XV.. was fo ferioufly occu-^ 
pied by thefe fpeculations, that thofe who 
tyere admitted into his private cabinet, faw 
in his deik the daily price currents oi four 
and com, in the different markets- through- 
out the kingdom I 

And tQ what purpbfcs w«re thefe criminal 

accumulations devoted? to the forming his 

B b 2 i>etits 
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petits 4iparM»enSf in whkli art wns exhaufted^ 
and the grofleft debauchery triumphed ; a lux*- 
uiy» that was brilliant with the ruins of a na- 
tion. But the moft dreadful inflitution of this 
modem Sardai^palus was his farC'^au^erfs^ a 
royal feraglio of the moft abominable nature. 
It is one great fource of the ruin of the morals 
and finances of the kingdom. Its immenie ex« 
pences exceed calculation. We refer the curious 
reader for a minute defcription of thefe hor- 
rors to the Vk privity vol. iii, p. 17. From 
this inftitution the treafury was overwhelmed 
by bills, called acquits du comftant ; fums de« 
livered by the mere fignature of the king, 
without any mention made for dieir objeft. 
The trcafurer needed no other juftification 
in his own accounts than thefe orders 5 and 
Xx>uis XV. intoxicated widi love at his peliu 
Joupers was willing to fign whatever was pro- 
^ pofed ! 

The fame author gives an anecdote of 
wanton prodigality which is too curious ^<^r 

paft 
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pafs by. . Louis XV. had a cluftcr of fire- 
works, which was compofcd of thirty thou- 
fand fufees, and which, at a crown a^piccc 
iformed a fum of four thoufand Loui^ ; and 
^hc adds) we know thai a cluftcr of fire- 
works occupies cxaftly the fpace of the 
twinkling of an eye ! 

On the day which Louis XV. died the An^cdoie oi 

^ a new tax oa 

Abb^ Terrai had the audacloiCiJi imprudence l!lL^/xv!' 
to publish a decree of the Ring's council 
which announced a new tax. Under the 
Signature of Louis, a cauftic wit wrote the 
following verfe, from Greflqt's ikrewelto the 
Jefuits. 

Ccft ainfi qu'en partant je yous fais mes adi€U& I 
*TU thtis in parting that I bid farcwel ! 

It was under the government of Louis Re^aions 

^ oil the rife of 

XIV. that the abfolate defpotifm of thej^'^.*'^' 
French ihonarchy was eftabliftied, and which 
fince that time had ever been increafing. It 
Bb3 was 
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was his minifter Louvois, and his Madam« dc 
Maiijtcnon who rendered him fo odious tg 
Europe and his fubjedts. Had he been con-^ 
duded by fuch men as Colbert, he would 
have died with glory, D'Argenfon was the inr 
•ftitutor of that inquifitorial^(?//Vtf which aimed 
in the mofl fatal manner at the liberty qF all 
citizens without diftinftion. The minifters of 
Louis XV.fouQd this method fo convenient that 
they rigoroufly adopted it. Since the begin- 
ning of, the regency to the death of this mo- 
narch, France offeris.the moft revolting in- 
ftanccs of the abufes of arbitrary power, A 
fimple magiftrate, a lieutenant of police midc 
all Frenchmen tremble, from the loweft of the 
fubjc^ even tp the .princes of the bipod. A 
Berrier, a Sartine, a Le Noir, aqd their chief| 
the Count de St. Florentine, afterwards the 
Duke de la Vrillierc, conimitted every horror 
with impunity. Thofe who (hall read in hiftory 
all what thcfe odious pcrfons have done, will 
not eafily conceive how a great nation like the 

Frcnch| 
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French, could fufFer themfelves to have been 
thus perfecuted and cru{hed during two reigns 
which lafted one hundred and thirty -fix years. 
Under the reign of-Louis XVI. affairs bore 
a more favourable afpedl. The king had the 
befl: intentions poffible ; and the demolifhing 
of the Baftille has afforded an ijicontrpvertible 
truth, that he had rarely permitted himfelf 
to confign- unhappy men to its dungeons. 
His death has at leafl produced a different 
cffedt than thjt of his predeceffors; it was 
not unattended with tears. But Louis XIV. 
called the Great, and Louis XV. the well- 
fcdbved, who had both been extolled inte 
divinities during their livesi had no foorier 
departed; but the >voice of popular execra- 
tion . was heard over their toinbs, 
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Carious 'TT^HE Quccii fent to the emprefs her 

anecdote of I ^*^- 

l^orfo'r'a mother, her portrait drawa. in thlP 

•rfcath^rs. fafliion (he had adopted^ of which the moift 
ftriking part Was a head drefs remarkably 
overcharged with high and wide fearers* 
Her auguft mother returned the portrait, 
• obferving, that no doubt^ fbme miftake 
muft have happened, in fending this prefent; 
in which Ihe could not find the portrait of a 

queen 
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queen of France, but that of an opera 
dancer; that flie returned it, and was de- 
firous of the true one. H6r majefty, no 
doubt, confidered this aiFeftionate farcafin, 
as too Severe and frivolous, and as the effed 
of age and imbecility. She did not, there- 
fore, judge it neceflafy to reform herfelf in 
what related to an objeft of tafte, and, thie 
court faw the next day, (fays the fcandalous 
9hronicle of the times) an additional elevation 
and number of feathers on her royal head. 
The queen's paffion for feathers at length 
became fb obfervable, that a young bard, 
having written Ibme fatirical verfes on this 
faihion, for the Mercure^ the author thought 
proper to return his poem, and ventured not 
to infert it left he might incur the queen'$ 
indignation ! In a word, the ladies (as was 
Juft) paid their court to her majefty by 
cheriftiing the fafhion Ihe had introduced ; 
and the trade of feathers, which had long 
been on the decline in France, fuddciily re^ 

vive<^ 
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vived, in {o much that the city of Lyons wag 
exhaufted of thefe articles in a moment. 
The queen Li 1 775, hcT majcfty's gradual alcendancy 
piawTn fa- Qvcr thc klng's mind becomes apparent, from 

vour of the 

prim-eft dc a variety of anecdotes. It was the honeft 
intention of Louis XVI. to correft by a 
fevere oeconomy, the national dilapidations 
which .his two laft pr^deceflbrs had occa^ 
fioned. Louis XIV, by a ruinous paffion 
for war, for grandeur, and ambition in all 
its (hapes ; and Louis XV. by as ruinous a 
prodigality for voluptuous pleafures. For 
}bme time the queen )iad in vain repeatedly 
folicited hismajefty to re-eftabli(h the lateun-- 
fortunate princels of Lamballe, her favourite 
companion, inlhe place of fiiperintendent of 
the queen!s. palace. The king, frightened 
at the enormous charges attending this place, 
perfifted in his refufal, for ft coafi^erablc 
* time; and the controkur general above all 
pthers, the great advocate for economy, en- 
forced, with his majefly the neceffity of 
^ f^fcinding 
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fefcinding fuph heavy liiiecures. At length, 
her majefty by ai; unwearied aflault, fappe4 
the patriotic views of the king. She pre- 
vailed, and her friend the princefs of Lam^ 
l)elle, gave her oaths, and took this place, 
1 8th of September, 1775. On this occa- 
fion thcMarecA^/e de Mouchy, maid of honour 
to the queen retired, finding herfelf in a 
degraded fituation, which was by no mean5 
difagreeable to tl^e queen, This lady was 
grave and rigproys, and of very oppofite 
4iipofitions to her majefty. This feverity of 
planners, had frequently offended the queen^, 
when fhe was dauphinefs. Sh^ ufed to call 
\itT Madame r Etiquette. 

In 1^777^ we qoUeft the following anec-ofhcrbai^, 
dotes relative tp the queen. Her balls werp 
frequent, but het majefty was fo faftidious 
relpeding the dancers, that they were ofte|i 
thinly attended. The king having re- 
proached her for not fending an invitation to 
^ Jord >vhom he efteemcd, her majefty arjr 

Hvered 
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Iwcrcd, that he danced too ill. Nobody 
dances worfe than myfelf, replied the king, 
and I, therefore, ihall not appear at your 
balls. « 

This year was diftinguifhed by a prodigal 
folly; her Inajefty and the count d'Artois 
having thought proper feveral times to make 
noflturnal excurfions from Verfailles to Paris, 
and from Paris to Verfailles, a new illu- 
mination was formed, at the expence of 
18000 livres, for the convenience of our 
ro^al travellers! 
tanmn The balls were accompanied with every ex- 



^^^^ travagance of drefs, and every fpecies of enor- 
mous gaming. Her majefty joined the dances 
with an ardour and tafte which would have 
been appropriate in an opera dancer; She 
invented a particular drefs, for this faril- 
* liant art ; this art which expofcs with fiich 
grace, the animated limbs, and breathes a 
contagion of voluptuoufnels. Thefe habits 
were in the Spanifh fafhion, and of the moft 
4 Iplendid 
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(plipndid kind. \ None of them coft lefs th^& 
fix thoufand livres ; and the dancers confifted 
of the lords aftd ladies of the court, who^ 
induced by her majefty's example, imitated 
the opera Coryphaeufes. The moft delicious 
airs were feleded, and the orcheftra of the 
opera formed the iyipphony. Her majefly 
was fo enchanted with thcfe cotillons that Ihe 
frequently called fcr their repetition. The 
duke of Chartres gave two' balls at the 
Pakls Royal, at which her majefty was 
prefent. The money loft at thefe two balls 
amounted to one million, eight hundred 
thoufand livres ! It foon became neceflary 
to clofe thefe halls; the exceffive fatigue 
which they occafioned to her majefty, had 
endangered her hpalth. What magnifi- 
cence, what frivolity, what ruin, does all 
this offer to our contemplation ! 

The following anecdote which has been 
juft communicated to us from one of the 

parties 
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j^rtics concerned, is a fplendid illuftratibd 
of her majefty's paffion for dancing. 

When the eoloncls were preparing to 
join their regiments, the queen, who re- 
greted the departure of this 'number of ele- 
gant young men who had tecome neceflkry 
to the pleafures of the court, which (he had 
moft at heart, [that is to fay, tiey were fine 
dancers \\ prefented to her hufband a lift of 
all thofefhe wiflied to keep near her, and for 
whom flie, therefore, fblicited leave of ab- 
fence from their regiments. The king, in- 
ftead of reading the note, tore it before her 
majefty's face, declaring^ that he fhould be 
very forry to know the names of thofe of his 
officers, who prefer fo frivolous an amufe- 
ment, to their duties and their glory. 
Anecdotet Wc havc flicwu hcr majefty as an opera 
flftrlbr'thc ^^^^^^» we muft: alfo difplay hcr talents as a 
player. It was fhe who introduced a tafte for 
afting at court. Beneath her auipices,' if is 
faid, the Count d'Artois became a Ikilful 

ropC'^ 
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rope-dancer I and an illuftrious troop of the 
young nobility^ enlifted themfelves under the 
banners of Thalia. The public, indeed, 
were not admitted to thefe theatrical cxhl- 
titions. The audience confifted of thofe 
perfons who- were attached to the royal 
family. The king was greatly diflatisfied 
at thefe ' frivolous and loofe employments, 
which her majefty had chofen; one evening 
he hifled the queen, her majefty received 
it with good humour, laughed, — = — and 
played the next evening. 

The furor of a6ling increafed on every 
reprefentation with her majefty. She was 
defirous, that Madame Ihould take a cha- 
rafter.; but Monjieur ftrongly oppofed his ^ 
princefs from becoming a player, and a 
goolnefs, in confequence, took place. The 
queen did not aft well; no one but the king 
dared to hint this; but the loud applaufe 
from every, part of the fycoph antic theatre, 

perpetuated 
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perpetuated the pleafing illulion, and her 
pafllon for the ftage. 

She now attempted to conununlcate more 
refinement to her theatrical abilities. She 
devoted every morning to ftudy, arid for this 
purpofe, (he tofik her leflbns from one Mi- 
chn of the Comedie Italienne. It was, no 
doubt, an edifying fcene, to obferve the queen 
of France receiving the orders of a ftrollcr, 
in what manner fhe fhould ad in a comic 
opera ! 

Diflatisfied that fhe could not appear in 
public, Ihe attempted a new mode of aug- 
menting her audience. She invited the 
authors of the pieces afted at this royal 
theatre; and one evening fhe had the Gardes 
dii Corps then in waitings called in to be 
prefent at the exhibition. When the comedy 
was finifhed, the royal adlrefs came forwards, 
and addrefTed them in thefe words, " Gen- 
tlemen, I have done every thing I can to 
amufe you; I wifh I could have played 

better, 
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better, that I might'have given you more 
pleafurc,''* . " Meffieurs^l ysi fait ce que yat 
pUy four- vous amufir ; ^durdis n)oulu mieux 
jouer^ ajin de vous dotiner plus de flatfirJ* It ; 

would appear by all -this that the queen, was 
omulous or the charafter of the infamous 
Theodore, whofe charafter has been fp ad- j 

mirably defcribed By Gibbon, in his Roman | 

hiftory, vol. iv. p. 51. 4to. *^ 1 

The ladies of the court were delighted 
with this tafte of their miftrefs, be^aufe it 
lead to great {plendor of drefs, and to certain j 

falaries and prelents with which they were 
gratified. 

A little domeftic anecdote, occafioned by Anedotc of 

•^ tbcQiiecn, 

this paflion of out royal adrefs, introduces JJ^^HTr^ 
us to the acquaintance of her majefty, 
Madame, and the Count' d^Artois. 

The queen' had in vain, repeatedly defired 
Madame to take a ch'aradler; this had 
always* been 'rejected * as. unworthy of her 
dignity* A coolnefs had, in confeijuence, 

C c taken 
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takea place; end the queen eofi day fiAi to 
Madame, \mt iioce I« the queen of France 
z&, you ihoiM iKit be above it.-^Madbine 
replied^ if I am not a queen, I am of the 
hlood of< which queens are ntade.— Her 
majefly no^ perhaps, liking the compatifeii, 
with the imperial fi^ceneis of Anftria, took 
£re, and diireipe^lulfy compared die petty 
houle of Savoy to that of Auftria, ** , which 
, , does not even yield," (ihe added) *< to that o£ 
Bourbon."— To iuch extremities went our 
pouting rival queens. But the Count d*Artois, 
being prdent> with a happy iarca(ha, avenged 
the infulted honour of the Bourbons, by fay- 
ing, " Hitherto, I feared to interrupt your 
ma]efty*s cohteft, as I confidered you to be 
**5S*y» ^^^ '^^ I perceive that you are only 
joimg /"—Such were the donaefljc difcords of 
. the Bourbons! Two fifters in the family of 
a fm^iaz atiz/aif ibmetimes qutrre) concern- 
ing their tail new dtps ; but two qtieens^ ani- 
mated 



IMted by the ikmt p^oii) diH^ alxnit the 
antiquity oi xht^ boufesi 

During her rriajefty's lying in (i^^R) flieShc«i- 
Unfortunately iritfodueed a moft violent fage^s£g! 
for gaming. She had a pharaoh table regu- 
larly eflslblifhed, ^Ind appointed M. de C*— 
•— *, the fon of a Celebrated gamefter, to 
be her banker. The ladies flew to thefe 
occupations with all the chafa6ieriftic ardour 
of the feXj emulous of rivalling even her ma* 
Jeftyj and at this croiided table, a feat was 
hot always to be obtained. The bufineft of , 
our banker increafed fo mtich, that he was 
obliged to teprefent to the qUeen, that he 
could not proceed in his employment without 
& coadjutor* Met majefty permitted him to 
chufeone* His choice fell onM» Poincot^ 
ti chevalier of St* Louisi who not having yet 
born the commiffion of a colonel^ accord- 
ing to the etiquette could not be feated in 
hdr prefence. He therefore remained ftand- 
ingi when her majefty perceiving it, carelefs 

C c 2 of 
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of the ceremonial cuftoms of Verfailles, 
ordered a chair to be brought to him. The 
rigid and old courtiers groaned at this viola- 
tion of formality and precedence. 
intcreftinj Play To(e fo high, that.they were obliged to 

anecdotes of 

jaming invcnt. a new mode of managing their 
accounts. It was impoffible far a perfon to 
bring four or five thoufand louis in goldj 
boxes were contrived which were filled with 
pieces of mother of pearl, engraved with 
their name, and on the other fide the fums 
for which they were meant to pafs. The 
following day thefe bills of exchange Y^erc 
immediately paid. M. de la Vaupalliere, 
having defired his lady to arrange fomc 
pieces for this purpofe, fhe ingex>ioufly had 
her portrait with thofe of her two children, 
engraved on them, with thefe words, Re- 
member us. Whej:i this gentleman opened 
his box at the table, it occafioned a momen- 
tary furprife ; he applauded the invention 3 
laughed, played, and was ruined. 

la 
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In 1786, a young man of the firft fortune 
in France, loft at the queen's table, -the 
enormous fum of twelve hundred thoufand 
livres. Returned home, and even ignorant 
of the amount he had loft, he wrote letters 
to his friends ; intreated them to fave his 
tonour; to remember his wife and child; 
for that he, plunged into an abyfs of mifery, 
and unworthy to appear before honeft men, 
would • never be heard of more^ for that 
he had gone to hide his fhame and his de- 
spair in fome obfcure corner, or fly, while he 
could find earth to walk on. This afFeding 
incident was not eafily forgotten, and ex- 
cited murmurs among the thinking part of 
the Parifians, at the horrid gaming encou- 
iraged at her majefty*s table. 

Gaming cannot long exift without freqent ^"[^^^^^ 

violations of honefty, This obvious re-.ch?atrngat 

•fle6lion is fulfeciently exemplified by attend- gaming 

ing to the private anecdotes of the queen's 

pharaoh table, at this moment. It offers » 
J* , 

C c q dreadful 
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dreadful Itffqvk for the lovers of gaming, 
Wc obferve many of the moft amiable 
'women, and many of the diitinguiihed nobif 
lity, reduced to the bafene& of the lowed: 
^idventurers. Rouleaux of coviQterfeit louis 
iubftituted fqr true ones, w»s a trick not 
wnfrcqucnly pra£lUed. To deter others from 
this cheat) a mpufquetaire was at length 
Theauciief-arrefted. But it ^as the Ducbejfes^ who 
ciieatf. daily fwinHed th? credulous and young 
players, pf th^ mppey which was cntrufte4 
to them; and this, openly before their ;fecc, 
None, indeed, was more ipapydeht than a 
female courtier; hardened and fhamelefs^ 
they continued their mal-prjtfticea with 
impunity. This fharping of the court was fa 
notorious, that it became the topic of ordi*- 
nary converlatipn ; and fafts, which woul(| 
have excited indignation and hprror in Eng- 
land; among the diflblute cpurtiers pf Ver- 
failjes, and the frivolous citizens of Paris, 
were the fubje^ pf a lau^fe. Madame once 

fai4 
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faid to the bankers of the queen's table ;--» 
** They greatly cheat yoia, gentlemen,"— 
The bankers, too polifhed courtiers, to confefs 
the truths and niot deiirous of contradiding 
it, replied that, that they did not perceive it. 

The bankers at length, to obviate the 
daily cheating and Jharping of the ladies of 
the rwir/,, obtained permiffion of her majefly, 
that before play began, the table fhould be 
i)ordered with a broad ribband^ and that no 
money fhould be coniidered as played for, but 
what appeared on the cards, on its outfide* 
This certainly prevented much cheating; 
excepting that fome of the DwA^^/ receiving 
fmall lums from thofc credulous punters who 
ftood near them, afiured them that they 
had loft; and latterly, fome had the hardinefs 
even to deny having received any \ The king 
was lecn io rarely at > this t^bJe, Aat when 
he once appeared, it excited aftonifhment. 
His majefty ever difcountenanced this fury 
of play^ and frequently amufed himfelf at 
C c 4 crowns,^ 
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crowns, while the queen and moft of the 

company, at the royal vifits, were playing 

for enormous fiims. 

AMcJotcsof Among thofe of her majerty*s favourites, 

jcfty% mu- who were indebted for this honour to their 

liner. , * ^' \ i 

adminiilraticMi in the offices <>( frivolity, was 
her milliner, MademoiftUef B^rtin, , This 
wonian was admitted into the moft familiar 
habits with the queen,. an4 rofe into emi- 
nence by more than one public diftinftion. 
When the queen entered Paris in 1 779, ^e 
placed herfelf in a balcony, with thirty work- 
women, and her majcfty as flie pafled was 
pleafed to wave her hand, and cry " There 
is Mademoifelle Bertin |"— which th^ mil- 
liner was obliged to notice by a moft Q|}fe- 
quious curtfey. It 16 probable that the king's 
good fcnfc was not pleafed at his entrance 
into Pari§ to obferve that her majefty's firft 
attention was paid to her milliner,— Perhaps 
to humour the joke, he applauded her by 
Ibeating his hands, which pccafioned another 

obedience 
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obedience — all the royal family did the feme, 
and fo many curtfies — at length^-the faithful 
apesof their mafter, every courtier falutgd the 
milliner, which likcwife coft her {o many 
curtfeys. She funk at length exhaufted, 
fiiil of honour and fatigue.— But this public 
diftihftion made her fortune; fhe afterwards 
vbecame the fafliionable Marcbande de Modes. 
The milliner, indeed, acquired fuch im- 
portance from her interviews with her ma- 
jefty, that fhe employed in her fhop the fame 
language the minifter ufed concerning thofe - 
he had with his majefty in the cabinet. 
When a faflidious lady could, not be pleafed 
with various famples of caps offered to her, 
Mademoifelle j^ertin faid, prefenfez done a 
' Madame^ des ecbantilhns de tnon dernier tra^ 
vail avec fa Majejie. Shew the lady fomc 
ipecimens of my laft confutation with her 
majejiy.^ Her majefty's prote^ion became 
neceffary ; for having quarrelled wifh one of . 
her late apprentices for oppofing her ia bufi- 

nefs. 
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neis, and railing altar againft altar^ fhe at* 
tacked her with the fury of an irritated 
VtragOy tore her hair^ and fpit in her face. 
Immediately arofe a law fuit, and the firft 
counfellors feed, who certainly amufed them- 
felves at the coft* of their clients. The 
damages^ however, were ferious. But the 
queen, the day before judgment was paifedf^ 
addreffed a letter to the prefident of the 
court, that he Ihould firft inform her of the 
whole affair. 
The mil. It was not fiifficient to iniult the public by 

liner pen- " i *^ 

^*^**' thus arrcfting the courfe of the law, for a 
milliner, but it appears that a fevfion was 
alfo to be the reward of the Iplendid talents 
pf Mademoifelle Bertiu. In the Livre Rouge 
we find the following article. ** Bertin, 
Pemoifelle Jules, Marchande de Modes de 
, la Reine de France-^-— 2400 livres." It 
was thuSj lays the obferver, that the " Poufs 
. ^nglais; thecaracos, orpet-en-Fair; dePhi* 
l^^lphie; the feathers and cotiUons a la 

fultanc; 
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(Ultane; and above all the enamelled nets,*' 
were to be rewarded. 

At the birth of die princefs, when their Thcquee« 

''oef apul- 
ftof bo 
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majeftics vifited Paris, the queen did an adl^^^ '»««^ 



pf benevolence which awakened the afic6lion 
pf the Parifians, And finqe we have few 
(iich ai^ecdotes to give, it would be unjuft to 
pals over this pleafii^g icene. The queen 
(lefircd that ^ part of the money referved for 
th? public f ejoicings, might be employed in 
marrying one hundred poor and virtuous 
girls with hopjeft tradcfmen ; a choice was 
made from each parif^. The future fpouies 
formed (WQ rows wbcn their majeftics paffed 
the njjve pf the church of Notre Dame, 
The new married couples appeared uni- 
formly dreffed. Th9 portion of each was 
five hundred livrea; sjnd the <jueen engage^ 
to pay for the iiurfing of the firft fruity of their 
marriages; and prornifed ^ greater benefit tq 
thofe mothers who would luckle their own 
ctiil^rep: Ai^d th? whoje exhibition was 

crp\Vned 
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crowned by the marriage of an honeft couple, 
who had lived togfether above half a century, 
and who now renewed their vows of af- 
feSion, which they had fworn, at fb diftant 
a period. This venerable pair was attended 
by all their children, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren; they wore the fame 
uniform as the younger ones^ and they re- 
ceived the fame portion. The marriages 
were celebrated before their niajefties; and 
the fcene melted the fympathetic Parifians 
info tears. It is curious to add, that Made- 
a«o|Kra moilelle Guimard, the queen of the theatre, 
refolved to give an^ entertainment at the 
Vauxhall, and to imitate her majefty in 
forming, in that public afTembly, a mar* 
riage. Every one haftened.to purchafe a 
ticket;' the benevoknce was rendered doubly 
attraftive by its frivolity. The portion was 
to confift not only of twenty-fiVe louis by a 
contribution from the opera dancers, vbut 
alfo by the fale produced of the .entertain- \ 

2 ment; 



THE QUEEN. ^^j 

ment ; of -which the number of. tickets fold 
amounted to 30,000 livres. The rigorous 
archbifhop of Paris, would not permit the 
celebration of this marriage at Vauxhall, 
pretending that it would be a public offence 
to decency and morals; and he procured in 
confequence an order from the court to 
hinder the celebration of the marriao-e in this 
temple of pleafure. Mademoifelle Guimard, 
however, would not lofe the glory of this wed- 
ding; and it took place at her palace, which 
was always in a proper ftate to exhibit a 
feftival. This is a curious inftance of the 
levity of the nation, and the ' aipiring genius 
of Mademoifelle Guimard, . 

At the very moment the government was Another ' 

frivolous 

fupprefling ancient and ufeful offices, on thCbyJi^^^^ 
plea pf economy, it was obferved, that the 
queen was creating ufelefs and expenfive 
ones. Mademoifelle de la Borde, happened 
to find fttch favour in her. majefty's eyes, 
that not iai;isfiecl with having made her/^her 

reader^ 



reader, Ac crcltcd H new office in her favoHf j 
called Dame du Lit (lady of the bed), and 
Whofe duties cbndfted in opening and fhtit-^ 
ting the Curtains of her majefty, and to fleejJ 
at the feet of.th6 bed, \«^hen her majefty 
ihould judge neceflaryf This lady was 
handfbme chough to occafion a fit of jealoufy 
to the dutchefs of Polignaci 
ipg«aiout The following anecdote is actomp&nied 

verfcs made '«-^,. - >• 

on hear ma. with luch agreeable veries, that the reader* 
will not be difpleafcd with its introdudibn* 
Her majefty had long been caluminated in 
the efFufions of many a wanton fcribbler, and 
> in 1784, (he alked the chevajier de BoufBcrs 
to colleft in one fong the moft glaring de- 
fc6h her ccnfurers had difcovered. This 
living poet, who excels Prior in gaiety and 
elegance, ufing the permiffion allowed him, 
by the ingenious and lively turn he gave 
thefe cenfures, contrived to make them a 
ridicule for the moft refined flattery. Her 
majefty, it is faid, was fo picafed with them, 

that 
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that flie ftlag the verfcs herfelf. -It is not> 
however, very clear whether they are not to 
be regarded as a Sitter fatire on her majefty. 
The reader muft judge for himfelf. The 
nation were divided in their opinion, and the 
enemies of the court confidered them as an 
ingenious mode of fatirifing the queen. In 
the red book, the chevalier's name appears 
with a penfion of 10,000 livres, as governor 
of Senegal. The abufive obferver gives as a 
f eafbn for this penfion, a gift which the 
chevalier made to the queen of an infamous 
nature. We have been informed that the 
ibn^ was found fo ingenious, and at the fame 
time of ib' dubious a charadter, that her 
majefty rewarded him at once with a penfion^ 
and punilhed him with a temporary exije 
from court. Thus Juvenal, it is faid, was 
exiled, to the arid deferts of Lybia, by the 
eniperor Nero, who at once pleafed with his 
verfcs,^ and dreading them, made him a 
PrcTe£t. It is thus that the fame caufe al- 

3 ways 
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ways produces the fame efFeft, in every age 
and in every nation. 

We tranfcribe the fong in queftion. 



VouIez-vQus favoir les ondit^ 
Qui courent fur *tb(mire ? 

On dit que par fois fon efprit, 
Paroit etrc en d^Urc. 
Quoi \ de bonne foi > ^ 
Oui» mais, croyezmoi^ 

Elle fait fi bien faire, 
Que fa d^raifon, 
Fuiiiez-vous Caton, 
J^uroit Tart de tous plaire. 



On dit que le trop de boA fens 
Jamais nc la tourmente ; 

On dit meme qu* un grain d^'enccni 
La ravit et Tenchaote^ 
Quoi \ dc bonne foi ? 
Oui, niais, croyezmoi, 
Elle falLu bien fairc. 
Que m£me les ilieux 
Dcfcendroient des cieusr 
Pout Tencenfcr fur icrre. 



Will you lift en to the reports, 
Which fprcad about Themira? 

'Tis faid that oft her mind. 
Appears in a deltrium. 

Indeed ! are you in earned? 
Yes J but believe me, 
She knows to a£t fo well 
That even her madnefs. 
Were you a CatOi 

WouI<f have the art of charming 
you. 

Tis faid that too much fenfe 
Never tornMnts her ; 

f'Tis faid' too, that a grain of incenfe 
Ravifhcs and eiichants her. 

Indeed ! are you in eameft ? 
Yes, but believe me, 
She knows to a6t fo wcH, 
That even the Gods 
Would defcend from heayea 
To worihip her on earth. 



Vous donne-t-ellcun renJez- 
Pe pUiiir ou d'affaire. 

On dit qu'oubliant Theure et 
Pour elle, c*cft mifere. \ 
Qojii ! de boune foi ? 
Oui, tnais croye* moi, 

Se revoit-on pr^s^d'elle, 
Adieu tous fes torts, 
Lc terns meme alors, 
S'envole a tirc-d*aile. 



vous, Does fhe give you a rendez-vous. 

Of pleafur^ or of bufinefs, 
vous> 'Tis faid, forgetting the hour & you 
For her, *ti^ of no confe^uencc 
Indeed ! are you in eameft ? 

Yes, but believe me. 
If you are near her again 

Tou forget to complain. 

Time ever then • 3 • -. , . 

t^lie^ oa it's rapid wing. 
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#aiis l:'egoifbie Hen n'eft bon ; Without; egotifm nothing is good^ 

C'eft-Ia fa loi iupreme ; That is her fupreme maxim. 

Auffi s^aime-t-elle, die-on. Thus ihe loves herfeif^ *tis faid» 

D*une t«ndrcffe extreme. W^h a warm affeftion. 

Quoi f de bonne foi ? ' Indeed ! are you itt eameft f . 

Oui, ro^is crojez moi. Yes, but believe me, 

Laiflez-hii fon fyftemei Leave her to her own fyftcm j 

Peut OB la bUmer, . Can one blame her, 

Dc favoir aimer To know to love, 

ipt que tout le monde aime> What all the world loves ? 

It 1$ very needlefs to give anecdotes of Anecdotes of 

' V . the queen**. 

the queen's expences. Too many have becnP'*^«*^^"'* 
recorded in the moft public manner, to re- 
quire aoy further inveftigation. It may be 
curious to notice, th?t when her majefty, 
after her lyiijg-in, received company, fhe 
aiked a lady, ftudded over with diamonds, 
why fhe was as brilliantly ornamented as a 
Ihrine? The ladies in waiting caught the 
idea, and fiippofed that her majefty was not 
pleafed with diamonds. None in conle- 
quence were longer worn, but by the vulgar 
Parifians. When her majefty*s jeweller 
waited on her and complained that his bufi- 
iiefs went very ill fince her majefty difcoun* 
tcnanced the ufe of diamonds, fhe confblcd 
, P d ^ him 
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him with the promife of renewing the fa* 
(hion, and immediately gave an order for a 
pair of girandoles of the value of a million of 
livres. For the advantage of having the 
opera removed at her pleafure, to aft whcre- 
e ver fhe chofe, it was agreed, in 1 780, to pay 
150,000 livres per annum. St. Cloud coft 
fix millions. We (hall not confumc our 
pages with fimilar prodigalities. Her ma- 
jefty always had recourfe to the comptrollers 
general, and her demands always over- 
turned the beft fyftem which they had 
planned for the national benefit. The 
. comptrollers became favourites, or were 
difliked according to their readineis in com- 
plying with her defires. No honeft man, 
therefore, could long remain in office. In 
1775, flie alked Turgot for 300^000 livres, 
which was, indeed, a moderate ^demand. 
But the comptroller, not expeding fuch a 
call which deranged his economical fyfi:em, 
begged for a few hours confideration. He 

haftened 
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Jiaftfened to' his majefty, and exprcffcd his thc king's 
anxiety;' The king ordered him to bring pnmand of 
him all the money in gold; His n^ajefty'^^s!""' 
then laying the trc^fure before the queen^ 
affured her that thofe who attended her, dif^ 
guifed the truth ; he iiitreated her to refle6l 
that all the money (he faw before her^ 
was drawn froni the mere fbbiiftertcc of the 
people^ and which to exhaiift in frivolous 
diflipation, ihuft be regarded as criminal; 

Such were the philofophic fentiments of 
Louis XVI. when under the conduft of an 
honeft comptroller. But it was very different 
in the year I7i84; the queen grew bolder, the 
comptroller Calonne was .her creature, and 
the king was probably weary of fermonizing 
hen In April 1784, her majefty applied for 
no lefs a fum than 900,0*00 livres, to pay 
iovcit fmdll' debts (he had contrafted. 

Calonne only intreated time. This mi- Anecdote of 

Calonne aai 

hifter, it is not difficult to fuppofe by what*^'^"''^' 
means, became a great favouritp with her 
D d 2 majefty 
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majefty and of courfc with Lpuk XVI, H^ 
was the ornament of her levees, and when- 
ever he was wanting in her circle^ a marked 
anxiety was expreifed. When the queen 
afked Calonne fdr money, be more than 
once, made ufe of this fingnlar expreffion; 
If.itispqffibie^ madam^ the affair is donn if it 
is imfoffible^ it Jhall be done 1 Appropriate 
language for a French petit-maitre addrefling 
his miftrefs, but nof for a financier in whofc 
hands was repofed the proiperity of ^n oui 
pr efled people | 
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LOtriS XVl, had cxekUed the royal futic- <^""«^ "^ 
tions fince the death of his grandfether } ^m^uou. 

X , - iti<i< confccration 

but had not, though a year had already elapf-«^ thekin^. 
cdi been tonfecrated at Rhcims. This confc- 
cration, was an ancient cercmbny> which could 
only hate beeninftituted by theclergy^ fince 
cvcty part of it- tended to their exaltation, more , 
than to that of the monarch or the -people* 
^his ceremony' was of the moft expcrifive 
Icind ; and thc^age was too enlightened to regard 
it with that holy refpefti with which the eyes 
of former times contemplated it. M. Turgot^ 
who faw its inconvenience in the deplorable 
ilat« of the financesj and who was at the head 

D 3 of 
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of the fc€t of economiftsj; was defirous of abot 
lifliing a ceremony, which, though pucrilc:^ 
was ruinous. But the other miniflers who 
were more religious, and more gayi contrpulcd 
in this refpedt, the controuler general, Tur- 
got then attempted tQ have this confecration 
at Paris, which would be much lefs cxpenfive 
than travelling to a diftant province, .with an 
equipage which brought a heavy tax to the 
cultivators of lands, and ruined the lands thcm- 
Telves. But the clergy rigidly attached to thcif 
ancient rites, declared this innovation to be 
dangerous ; and the economic projeft of Tur- 
got, was facrificed to a fuperftitious journey, 
which being performed at the feafon, when the 
earth is covered with harvefts, ruined the hopes 
of agriculture, and the firft a<ft of the 
confecrated monarch, was tpfpread a tempo- 
rary defolation through one part of his king- 
dom ! 

In April 1 775, all was in motion for this 
ceremony. The curious went to examine the 

fin- 
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lingular pondp and luxury employed on ^ this 
occafion ; the drefles, the ornaments, and the 
king's coach, which employed the artifts 
during st year, and coft above i2oooh fterling ! 
A catalogue was alfo publifhed of the riches 
drawn from the treafury of the abbey of St. 
Dennis, to be employed for the confecration 
of Louis XVI. Among other things, they 
conlifted of the crown of Charlemagne> the 
fceptre, the hand of juftice, the fword of 
Charlemagrife, the clafp for faftening the royal 
robes, the fpurs, and the prayer book ufed oft 
this occafion. This precious treafury is aug- 
mented by many other • ornaments ; but the 
moft Angular curiofity, was the crown itfelf ; 
a new load of diamonds was added on the oc- 
cafion, among which were feen the Regent 
and the Sancy, the two raoft famous ftones in 
the world; the crown only was valued at 
eighteen millions of liyres ! This enormous pro- 
digality, did not pafs unobferved by fome, who 
were more cynical than frivolous. At Soiflfons^ 
D d 4 one 
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one of the city gates was obliged to be pulld 
down, for the entrance of the king's coacfa, 
which>by its immenfe ornaments^ was raifed to 
the heighth of eighteen feet^ and the greater 
part of the bridges, which his Majefty was to 
Striking pafs, were rebuilt ! The miferable peafants^ 
thf mifcrici who hourly laboured under their Egyptian tafc 
pca&nts. jjj^fters, whenever they beheld a traveller, 
would, fometimes, demand charity on their 
knees, and raifing their eyes to heaven, would 
draw their hands to their mouths, as a lign 
of their wanting a little bread. To fuch a 
nation, was Louis XVL haftening to fwcar 
furety and prote6lion. 

In June, this confecration was the fafliion- 
able topic. To injflrua: thfe public in all ite 
formalities, there was diftributed, ** The order 
of. the proceffion, and ceremonies, to be ob- 
fcryed." It is throughout a colleflion of the 
mof£ puerile etiquettes^ 

Among other things it is ordered, that the 

king fliail be received in t^tf^ town, by a 

\ ' ' ringing 



LOUIS kvl 40^ 

tinging of bdls, by the firing of cannon, by 

the acclamations of the people^ and tlie cotrpK- wmxS^& 

t ♦ • »in to receive 

ments of the chief magiftrate* To comfndhd^^^'^% 

^ with Imid 

the future acclamations of the people, "SRZJ^tben^ tppitufe*. 
It ^ems, one of the unjuil ufurpations of the , 
French court* We hear our king command 
a play \ but an Englifh monarch to command 
pubHc applaufcj muft firft merit it* His vir-* 
tiiies muft animate the national voice. 

One of thefe' puerile ceremonies is the fol- 
lowing* The ecclefiaftical peers were to oc- 
cupy the moft honourable feats, on the right 
hand of the altar 1 two of them were to feek 
for the king;, but having twice in vain called 
out for him at the door, were, at length, at 
the third £lme to cry aloud, we afk for Louis 
XVI. whom God has given to us for our king 1 
and then they were to lead the monarch into 
the church. 

It is a faift, not incurious to obfervc^ that 
although there appeared a national anxiety on 
this occasion, and that it was imagined at the 

time. 
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time, that the affluence of people Would be cx^ 
ceffive at Rheims, it by np means anfwcred 
the expeStation of the courf. Notwithftahding 
that the nobility had invited the Parifian 
ladies, and every other means had been prac-< 
tifed to attraft the people i it is certain, that 
tickets were not only plentifiil, but many re- 
mained on hand widiout any demand. If the 
nobility were diiappointed, fo like wife were 
the inn-^ecpers, who found, when they caft 
up their accounts, that their provifions re- 
mained unfold, and their lodgings unhircd. 
Great precautions, indeed, had been taken at 
Rheims, to prevent tumult and confufioni 
it had been refolved, that no carriages fliould 
be allowed to enter the city, feveral days 
before the confecration ; a very prudent, but 
as it appeared a very unneceflary precaution. 
So fmall, indeed, was the affluence, that the 
gates of the city were left open for their ad-i 
miffion, as ufual. It appears very clear by 
this, that the nation at large, did not pay the 

fame 
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^me idolatrous devotion to their king, as in 
the preceding reigns ; the Parifians did not' 
think it worth their while to travel as far as 
Rheims, on this awful occafion; fifty years 
paft, thofe who could not have had the con- 
venience of carriages, would have made the 
journey on foot. 

It becomes necei&ry here, to notice a pam- A ^«^- 
phlet, publifhed a few days before the king's ?hc timf <3f 

the king** 

confecration. In the year 1770, M. de Mau-^«™"***»- 
peou, made Louis XV. thus cxprefs himfelf 
at what the French called a //> dejujiice. JFe 
$nfy bold our crown from God. The right of 
making laws belongs alone to us, independant of 
and without Jharing it with others. Thefc 
dreadful affertions of dcfpotifm, were expofed 
on the prcfent occafion, and refuted by the 
author of a pamphlet, intided, ^* The Friend 
of the Laws." He could not have feized a 
happier opportunity for this inveftigatipn, than 
•gt thd^very moment of the confecration of a 
new mojaarch. He ridicules thofe adulative 

ceremonies 
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Ceremonies which were now preparing, iHi 
which might deceive the youthful Louis, by 
ancient prejudices, if good fenfe, and authen-i 
tic hiiiory had not convinced him, that he and 
his predeceflbrs nevet held their crown^ but 
from the confeht of the nation ; and that thci 
right of making lawsi did not reft with the 
. monarch, without fliaring. this power, and being 
dependent on others* The whole argumei^ 
18 enforced by a coUeftion of indifputal^e fa(9:s* 
Louis, pcrhapSi was atprefent too fully occu- 
pied in the contemplation of regal glories, to 
find a moment for the reading of a demo^ 
cratic pamphlet ; but to fpeak the truthi his 
Integrity was in no need of fueh a ihonltor. 

Let us novv attend the confecration at 
llheims. Every perfon there felt his heart 
filled with affedlion and refpe dj for that natural 
benevolence, and fobef dignity which Louis 
exhibited at every hour-. When the muni- 
cipal officers, in receiving his Majefty's orders^ 
alkcd if they (hould cover the ftreets with car- 
pets 



pets for his entrance j no, he anfwcred, I come 
to fee my people, and to be leen ty them. 
When one of the mob approached too near 
his Majefty, a garde du corps, rudely pijihed 
him away ; 'he was reprimandeci by the king, 
who called the, mart, and gave hihi his hand 
to kifs, as an indemnification for the blows he 
had received. During the refidence which the 
monarch made at Rhcims, he gave frecjuent 
parks of fuch amiable difpofitions. 

At length the brilliant hour arrived, The 
king was coqfecrated, and the people were ad- 
mitted to behold their monarch. The enthufi- 
ilfm caught from this fplendid; fpedacle, (pue- 
jilc to the philofophic eye) flamed through all 
the agitated bofoms of the multitude. The re-? 
peated cries of Five k Roi, refounded with ve- 
hemence from loyal hearts, and fuch was the 
fenfation communicated through all ranks 
that his Majefty, the Queen, and the fpe^iator^ 
wept. All, indeed, felt the folemnity of thi^ 
confecration, with a lively fenfibility, even to 
the envoy of Tripoli ; fome curious perfons, in 

4 ^ this 
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this moment of enthufiafm^ when all eyes vrtU 
filled with tearSi attentively confidcrcd the bar- 
. barian^ and it was with fatisfadtion that they 
beheld in him the fame tranfports^ and the 
fame tears. The ladies fuddenly loft their 
horror for his black beard, when they faw it 
receive a new grace from the human dew 
which fparkled in it* 

The ceremony was not fo long as it was ex- 

pefted to have been. It was a fultry fcene i 

and the hot weather made long prayers almoft 

the people's ^nnipoffiblei But thofe, who at that moment^ 

siktd at the called themfelves Patriotes^ were greatly irf i- 

coronation * 

ts was ufuoi |.^^g^ ^^ ^jjg fuppreffion of that part of the ce- 
remony, which appears at leaft to ajk the people* s 
canfentj for the royal cledion. However, vain 
might be this empty form, which, fays a wri- 
ter of the day, is now a mere derifion > it was 
reproached to the clergy y (for whom alone this 
pious magnificence appears to have been in- 
ftituted) that they fliould think proper to re^ 
fcind this part of the ceremony, while they 
• preferved 
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4*5 
preferved the minuteft articles which concernedl 

themfelves* 



When in i775f confiderable repairs were ^hc wnj 
made at VerfailleSy the minifters propofed pomp, 
erefting a temporary refidence for his Ma- 
jefty; his two laft predeceflbrs, would cer- 
tainly have had one. But Louis refolved not 
to have any built- His anfwer was, " I will 
not quit Verfailles, but ftraighten myfelf in 
s^ny little corner. A king can live in a houfc, 
as well as in a palace !" 



The following traits (young as Lewis thenRefufaA» 
wasl to the power of a monarch, unites the fions, th^t 

^ ' *■ • ' he may 

patriotifmof a citizen. Whatever theCount de^^t" '^* . 
St. Germains, and the late M. de Maleflierbes; 
propofed for the people's benefit, his Majcfty 
eagerly accepted ; but he did more ; he ex- 
ercifcd a voluntary feverity, independant of the 
advice of his minifters. When thefe gentle- 
men propofed to grant a penfion to.fome, who 

had 
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had ftrottg iblicitations made in their 6your^ 
the conftant anfwcr of his Majefty was, that 
he would not confcnt to grant any thing which 
muft be burdenfome to his people; that he 
was adually employed in paying his debts^ and 
diminiflmg the' taxes 5 and that, therefore, he 
could afford nothing for a mifplaced magni-ii 
ficence, 

Louis XV. carclefs of the future, confumed 
before hand his ftate revenues. It was thus, 
that when he died, he had anticipated iSo"^ 
millions ! all which his receveurs generaux, and 
other rich financiers, had advanced. When 
M* Turgot, had been fom6 time in office, it 
was {hewn that he had diminifhed this fhame^ 
ful anticipation of thirty millions, by various 
redudions, and other favings on thefe ufurious 
Joans. It was alfo proved, that in time all 
things would be reinftated in their proper 
order. It is certain, that by this penurious 
plan, the courtiers confidercd Louis as afting 

unworthy 



tt^itv^thy 0f the royal dignity, and Turgot 
was fegarded xviih hatred. Thefe public blood* 
fackers^ formed pities againfl Turgot j they 
ipokcloudj but it, was riot the vol^e of thtf 
public; yet Turgot wds dirdii£ed< 

Thers was a tduntoefs in the kmg^e rnaft^ tbekimrt 
ner, which, indeed, was not adapted to the ^^*'^ 
poli0ied foftneft of his court* It was a rough 
hoxi^%< When he found this bluntnefs ia 
oth0si#i h» was nDt difpleafed« When Gui-^ 
mardi a :4pmeftic officer under the old klng^ 
and a favourite with Loiiis XVI« for his agei 
and honeilyj faw him reading a pamphlet^ 
which had for title, ** The king beloved by 
his PeopW^he faid, roundly, •' Sire, do not 
believe thefe pamphlets i you never will be 
beloved while hread is dear 4^* 

r ' 

It was the foible of Louis ItVl. to hav6 a AMcdc^ 

of a javt« 

pailipji for the occupation of a lockfmith. He t^^^'' 
took lefionsirom two celebrated artifts ;• and Lgcor. 

Ee thc*"^- 
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the reafbn he quitted this amufement, (hci^S, 
that at ah early age he was not incapable of 
reflcdion and reformation. Thefe lockfiniths, 
were defirous of prefenting. his ^Majefty, on . 
their annual ftftival of their xom'munity, with 
a curious piece of workmanship. They lirft 
confultcd Thierry, his firft valet, who diffuaded 
them from it. The artifts, vexed to lofe their 
labour, and their hopes, took the firft oppor- 
tunity in their leffons, to inform the king of 
the intended prefcnt, and Thierry^s advice. 
Louis, interrogates his favourite, when they 
are alone, and defires him to. fay the real mo- 
tive of his difluafion. Thierry hefitatcs, and 
only obferves, that it was proper to teach 
thefe lockfmiths a due refped. His Majefty 
fufpeding another reafon, prcffes him to fpeak 
in the freeft manner. Thierry then anfwered 
. — " Sire ! It is becaufe I was fearful that your 
Majefty 's indulgence wouldgive toomuch pub- 
licity to this anecdote of your private life! How- 
ever innocent may be this kind of occupation, 

or 
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6t amufemeht, it is repugnant to thtf . gcrneral 
prejudice of thofe kinds of pleafure which a . 
monarch may take ; and it might decreafe the 
favourable idea which the people entertain of 
you, bccaufe they exped: to fee a character of 
grandeur in all ^our aiStionsl" 

His Majefty heard the fenfibk Thierry i 
difmifled his lockfmith, and efttitely gave up 
this unworthy aoiufement for a fovereign. 

When he was dauphin> he never attached when dau- 

phin, never 

hiiiifelf to the national frivolity. The atJlors ^"^^^°^*- 
_ once, prefen ted him -with a lift of a new ar- 
rangenaent of their pieces. The prince re- 
ceived, it, and without reading it threw it in 
the fire, faying, " This is the value I place on 
thefe kinds of things.'- The courtiers ftared ; 
and every one reafoned as he thought proper. 
This adlion was then thought to indicate a re- 
folute and firm mind ; but his future life never 
confirmed that obfervation. 

E e 2 .The 
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^Mf?ewt "^^^ fdJowing anecdote reveals his good, 
^«^;"huand irrcfolutc charaacr. In Auguft 1777, 
lutionaiid the queen propofed giving a brilliant Jlfte, at 
power. Trianon, which was to coft 90^000 livres.— • 
It was intended to furprife hisMajcfty; but 
the king knew of the afiair. He haftened tt 
her Majefly, and defired it might not take 
place; particularly at a moment, when, for 
the fake of economy, he deprived himfelf of 
a tour to Fontainbleau. In a word he com- 
manded it fhould not be, and the queen was 
fcnfibly mortified. This anecdote foon fpreadi^ 
and hi^ Majcfiy's excellent motive communis 
cated pleafure throughout the circles of Paris. 
But — alas ! — the J?te was, in fad, only 
pojiponed. The queen perfuaded his Majefty 
to confent to it, and Louis could not refuie 
her Majefty*s rtpeated attacks. Nothing was 
more delicious, and it appears, that the firil 
denial only ferved to increafe its iplendour. 

Two 
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. Two remarkable circumftanccs took place 
in his reign^ of which one was honourable 
9Uid politicalt and the other the reverie. The 
latter, coniifts of an order from the council 
of war, in which his Majeily exacts, tjbat 
every military oi£cer jfhall be required to fiiew 
proofs of his nobility. This order muft have 
quenched the ardour of emulation in the tierf 
ftati and, perhaps, was meant for this pur«- 
po(e. The other was an edidt aboHihing the 
the right of mortmain and fervifude in the 
|cing*s dcnnains ; and a general extinftion of 
the right of pourfuite, on the ferfs and maia 
f»ortables» 

This law was a proof, that philofopby can^ 
at length, annihilate' prejudices, and by its ir^ 
refiftiblc influence, foften the heart of tl^ 
'jpodern Pharaohs* 

It is mod certain, that Louis XVI. was 
never a tyrant, but when he was duped, (and 
that was often) by ' others. It is curious to 
obferve, that when in 1775, ^ ^^^ dangerous 

E e 3 ferment 
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fernicnt cxiftcd at Paris, owing to the deir- 
ncfs of bread j many placards were poftedup 
at Verfailles, which contained complaints of 
this dearncfs, notwithflandin'g the cxtraori3i- 
nary harvcfts* of that year. The, feditiou? 
added, that they were in gceat number i that 
they had long patiently waited for, aod left to 
the mtnijieir all the due time to diminifti th? 
price, and furnifh the markets ; that they yet 
gave a few more days ; bpt that if they were 
fiOt . then fatisfied, they would fef fire to thf 
fpur corners of Verf%ille;§. .For his Majefty, 
.iiowever, th^f^ pe^fons,. prcfcrve^,t|ie utmof]: 
refped, and expreffed themfelve? even in 
terms of affcdtion. And, ipdee^, when there 
Vas a tumult about * this fime at. Yerfaille§, 
bis MajejGty 'turning with ^n air qf jtranquil- 
lity to Turgot, faid, " We have for ourfelv^s 
a pure confcicnce, apd vvitb that we are very 
firong/' . 

' The author of the /' Lfttres Hiftoriquesj' 

informs us of the follpwAng converfation I^c 

. ' . . '^ had 
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ii4 . with Turgot . Whether the converfatioii 
is meccly an jngenious liftion, is of little con- 
fcquence, ja3 tliis obfervations are juft, . Tur- 
got' faid, on the fubjefl: of |he, royjl expendi- 
tures : " I cannot obtain a true and exad: 
ftate of the expences, I fee alarming ones, 
and fcarcely any revenues to cover them. This 
houfe of the king, and thefe penfions, are a 
gulph which abfprbs every thing. His Ma- 
jefty has the beji intentions *y he is naturally in- 
clined to economy; but he cannot fummon 
the fq^ce of faying, * / will^ nor of fuppref-- 
fing that proud who are in his fervice ; and 
yet of the moft unferviceable nature. He, 
whom he has chofen for his guidi, oppofes all 
reforms. I could fave 100 millions annuallyi . 
if his Majefty would allow me to put an end 
to ^11 the depredations which take place^^ 
When I (hew him the neceflity of flopping 
them, he agrees with me ; he promifes every 
thii^g ; but a word from the Count de Maqre- 
pas, makes thefe happy difpofitions vanifli. I 
E c 4 l;)plievq 
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believe the evil is without remedy j &t Ieaft» 
unlefs a n)ioknt crifis happens^ in which the 
nation take$ on itfelf to do what the king doft^ 
npt undertake bimjelp* 



CON- 
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WE fliall now clofe our volume, by of- 
fering fome obfervations, on the ipafs 
of anecdote which wc have arranged* If we 
refleiJ: on them, we fee, 

Firft, Philosophers, or rather men who ?««.•«•- 
ftbuie this title, alike employed in Tapping the 
throne and the altar; Of thefe, fome mo- 
deftly propofe their doubts on the truths even 
of natural religion ; others, adroitly diftil their 
poiibn in works which bear no affinity to Chrif-* 
tian principles j while others yet more auda- 
cious, reduce Atheifm into a iyftem ; convert 
man into ^ plants a machine^ and openly pit)* 
pagate a materialifm^ as uncomfortable, as it is 
dangerous. ' The Mufis fometimes lend their 

glowing 
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glowing pencil to their favourites, who cm^ 
ploy all its charms and graces to embellifh the 
blafphemie^ of impiety, ^nd tl^e |:emerity of 
licentioufnefs. The fober genius of Hijiory^ 
places in the hands of a Raynal, and a Vol- 
taire, her immortal graver, and with its (harp 
point, they too often disfigure their works 
with virulqnt inveftives agaijift religioiii. apd 
government. Befides, this feft of preteaded 
philofophers, abufe their talents to corruptthe 
morals. Elegant obfcenities, which the modeft 
\iTiter would blufli to name, circulate in the 
banda of youth and of the fair. They in- 
finuate depravity, by agitating the foul with a 
tender voluptuoufneft ; and;^ as if the imagi- 
n. at ion of fuch pernicious writers fuffiged not 
to debauch the mind cf the moft. innoceivt, 
the fcenes of lubricity are perpetuated in the 
memory by the fkilful re^efentations of the 
artift^. 

But it was not fufficient to annihilate reli- 
^iQn.and morals, it yet .rernajned, tp attack 

the 
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the govtrnmcnt. We feel a mingled fenfe^ 
tion of contempt and pity, when we behold 4 . 
miferable gazetteer fcrmonifing, corre(fting, 
find infl:ru<ftipg, fovereigns and their minifters. 
Soixie write ag^inft exiftifig abufcs; others j 

propofe reforms, and iketch views of ameHo- 1 

ration *, all affcfft the mindg 'of the - unhappy 1 

people, kin;dle fire in pvery muddy brain ; an^ J 

find partifans jn eyery order of the ftate. I© ] 

this general fermentation, thefe reformers, over- 
^turn the edifice, they tell us, they would only j 

repair ; top fuccefsful in jheir attempts, they ' 

have broken down in an iijiftanf: the fabric g( i 

fourteen centuries ; apd this tb fubftitute a go- :j 

yernment, which has hitherto only fliewa ^ 

phimerical projei^s j a jlelufiye liberty, and an i 

^dlual oppreffion. . 

Secohdly, haughty ^nd ambitious CouR>-TiieNo«x- 

• • LXTY. 

TIERS, who conceive therhfelves formed by , j 

Heaven of a nior? exquifite clay; ftrongly ' ^ 

perfuaded that a noble birth is the greateft 
nnierit, and in cpnfeqyeoce, .pcgupying all the 

brilliant 
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btilliant poAs ftmong the clergy^ the tna^ 
giftracy, and the military. Coartien, fwola 
with the pride of hereditary glory, diiHaining 
every connexion with the ammcner i yet, when 
their fortune was broken by luxury and diffi* 
pation, would re-eftabUfh their fplendour by 
in allknce, with that contemptible tacc» the 
iters etai. Courtiers deftitute of principles 
and of humanity ; living in the nwft horrid 
debauchery, and gratifiring their impure ap 
petites, among the prdures of libertinifmr 
borrowing from all^ and paying none. Cour» 
ticrs> who, after having thus difllpated fhc^ 
fortune, and often that of others, then ad^ 
tireflcd themfclves to minifters, and boaded of 
havifig ruined themfelvc^ in the ferviap of 
their fovercign. Thcie folicited and obtained 
jpeiifions, and united their harpy talons, with 
fo many whers, in pillaging the national trea- 
fury. Courtiers jeateus of the pecuniary pri-^ 
vileges, which the feudal law attached to theif 
birth, and prctctiding, becaufc they were born 

nobles, 
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nobles, that they were not to pay certain taxes 
to which the pcofy/t were fubjedred. Skilful 
in the arts of intrigac, they even knew to 
elude thofe they were obliged to pay. SucH 
wai this nobility of the court, and the capital! 
The nobility refiding in the Provinces, very 
commonly were poor ; but brave and faithful 
in their duties to their king and country. In 
vain they merited the favour of the fovereign ; 
his efteem was all they could obtain ; refpeft 
and reward were generally the prize of fcrvility 
and intrigue. 

Thirdly, the Clergy in the firft clafs, cl«eqt. 
oflfer.a fpcdaclc not lefs difgufting. The ma- 
jority of the bifhops, confidered the patrimony 
of the church as an eftate referved for their 
enjoyment; accumulated in confcquence, all 
the rich livings of the kingdom ; vermil- 
cheeked prelates, battening on &t abbeys join«^ 
c4 to their bifhopric, abandoned their mifera- 
blc flock, to confume at Paris their holy re- 
venues, and only returning, to torment their 

* unhappy 
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unhappy cures. — Others, courtiers, as well ad 
prelates, initiated in all the myfteries of the 
court ; gliding into the afiairs of government 
while they abandoned to fubaltern^ and other in- 
capable hands, the reins of that whiqh religion 
had confided into their's. — Prelates haughty 
of their defcent, perfuaded that the crofs and 
the mitre .could only be worthily carried by 
nobles, and fhewing a marked contempt of him 

V 

who, merely by the force pf his own merit had 
attained to ecclcfiaftical dignities. Prelates, 
in fine, fixing at their pleafure, the quota of 
the taxes they levied on their cures, wifhout 
their participation, while they glaringly fpared 

their own enormous revenues. 

\ 

.. The inferior clergy^ prefent to our contem* 
plation a numerous race of oppreflcd imen. 
Cures exifting^lth difficulty, on the narrow 
income of only 700 livres (about 281^) while 
their vicaires frequently only received half 
this. pay! Thefe vidims to religion and ty- 
ranny, where wholly employed in .the fpiritua^ 
duties of their parifh ; often did they perform 

their 



thfeir tafk witH zeal ; but they could fiave jiad 
nothing to beftow on their poor, than the con* 
folation and hope of eternity. Miferable * as- 
was the fituation of thefe men, yet thcirbifhop 
often harrafTed them by every fpecies of poh- 
tificaf oppreflion. To whom could thefe 
European Haves, remDte from the world, have 
recourfe ? Not to the* court; their bifhop and 
their enemy was tliere to' oppofe them. Did* 
they attempt to alTemble? A decree of' the- 
king's council prohibited their meetings i Did* 
they lay with a trembling hand at thte foot of 
the throne, a glowing pidture of their unhappy 
flate, the infufficiency of their incomes, the 
unjuft mode of their bifhop's taxation^ &c; 
The miferable complainants were chafed from 
the throne, as revolters. 

' Fourthly, Parliaments, calling them-^'^* 
ielves an eflential part of the French govern-^ 
mcnt ; while, in faft, they only obtained this 
fituation by their offices, and their offices by 
their money. The members of thefe anibi- 
ifious bodies, were limply in their origin, the 

a clerks 
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clerks of the peers and barons of the kingdom % 
and while thefe laft were too much occupied 
in war> or their families became ejctindj the 
clerks took the place of their mailers and 
clients. Soon, by fuccefsful intrignes, they 
augmented their pretended rights^ and at 
length were enabled to cpunterbalance the 
royal authority. Ardent, in upholding the 
throne, when the monarch paid them i auda** 
cious in refilling him, when he attempted to 
reform their vicious adminiftration. They did 
not, indeed, refift with that aftivc force, which 
the people have fincedone, but what was not 
kfs terrible, they employed the force of inafti- 
vity; that is, they clofed their tribunals. It 
was thus in 1788, they fuddenly fiilpendcd 
their fundions, becaufe the unhappy Louis 
XVI. wasdefirousqf making an equal parti- 
tion of taxes, on all property indifcriminatcly. 
In thofe dreadful exigencies of the ftate, (we 
do not pretend to determine) fome fay that the 
king was not then unjuft. But the parliaments 

rcfi/lcd; 
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pcfifted ; and left, dating the ipace of eight 
months, twenty-four millions of men, with- 
out a legal adminiftration. They declared, they 
could not confent that the king (hould make 
an equal partition on all^roperty, as this right 
only appertained to the etats generaux; but we 
are informed^ that before this, fince more than 
a century, thefe parliaments had eternally 
echoed from each other, Aat they reprefented 
the etats generaux. It was thus, that they 
compelled the unfortunate monarch to have 
recourfe to thefe ftates, which (fome fay) have 
been fo fatal to himfelf and all the kingdom. 

The following paragraph on the parliaments, 
is j aft now communicated to us, we give it at 
we receive it. ^ 

The parliaments who have occafioncd io 
much evil in France, were compofed of indi- 
viduals, who were not lefs dangerous taken fc- 
paratdy. In general, every one of them was 
a Httle tyrant in his canton. Thofe whom 
they oppreffed and quarrelled with, preferred 

Ef to 
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tp yield every thing without any con^ftr 
ahhough they might have the law ia their fa«- 
vour, becaufe they well knew that a law-fiHt, 
wilh them Would have no chance oC being terr 
minated, or would be given .in their £ivouf«. 
And, indeed^ a law-fuit with them waa ob« 
' tained with great difficulty ^ not a cbuAifellpr 
orattorney, &c. would be employed agajsft. 
them. Even the intendants of t^e provinces 
did not d^re to tax them according to t^. rqa} 
value of their eilates^ becwfe thqy^ &»i^di> 
them; and, in a word, fuch w;as th? tw^^ 
which the neighbourfiood of a member c^par- 
liament infpired, that in the fde of aneAafe, 
the vender" generally efideavoured to raifc itk 
value, by layjng a ftrefs on the diftance of Ae^ 
cftate, from apy belonging to the lawyers of 
this defcription. ^ . 
MtHxi- Fifthly, Ministers fucceedi^g. each.other 
rapidly ; and bringing no oth^f taleots tQ their 
important occupations, than their particular 
Intereft^ . . 

Tim 
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This was the fecret motive that direfted their 
condbft, and from hence that parti-colbured 
fyftem of laws, and thofe contradidtory or- 
dinances/ which we have feen during their 
fucceffive adminiftrations. Men, who arrived 
and were carried into ofHce, on the 'ftream of 
the cabal of courtiers; and who, therefore, 
owed many grateful returns to their protedors. 
Hence, that enormous rnafs of penfions, with 
which they cru(bed the nation to maintain 
thcmfclves in place, and to feed their craving, 
creatures. Men of cupidity ! They made in 
general of the national incomes,^ their indi- 
vidual eftate, and many even delivered it over 
to their miftrefles. Men of ambition and de« 
fpotifm ! If, like the infamous Abbe Terrai, 
they did not lay down for their principle, that 
all belonged to the king^ they did not lefs adi 
up* to it. They diftributed lettresde cachet, to 
feize the perfons they chofe, and fabricated 
decrees to lay a new tax on private property. 
The laws were often didated, by their private 

F f 2 intercft. 
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intcreft, or by that of their fubaltcrns, and, 

what was ftill worfc, often by that of their mif- 

treifes. If fome brought into office^ a pure 

. heart and an enlightened mind^ they pafled 

like a fliadowt The croud of worthlefs cour- 

tierSy interefled in maintaining the reigning 

corruption, would have turned out Colbert 

himfelf, if Colbert had been in office. Their 

robberies at Verf4illcs, were authorifcd and 

' public ! Let us alfo refleft, that the vicious or 

llupid minifters had for their fubalterns, in th? 

provinces, men, of their ftamp, ftupid or vi-p 

cious. We are now enabled to jydge of the 

multitude of diforders of every Icind in a kingf 

flom, (q v^ft, as that of France ! 

The King. Sixthly, And that the cup of the national 

misfortunes ihculd overflow, a King, an 

honeft man it is true ; who faw the exifting 

abules, but devoid of energy to. prevent or to 

reprefs them ; who wifli?d for the public good, 

but without the courage requiiite to break 

ppwn the barriers that were oppofed to it; 

who 
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who adopted all the plans which his minifters 
propofed to him, becaufe they all wore the 
appearance of the good he fought, but who 
did not perceive that in adopting thefe various 
and contradiftory plans, his progrefs was re- 
trogadc ; that he deftroyed his own work, and 
prefented to his people the fad ipedacle of a 
government, without fixed and determinate 
principles ; an ladminiftration floating at the ' 
caprice of minifters ; or led by the hand of in- 
trigue ; and, in fine, a king, whofe inclinations, 
were thofe of redlitude, but, rendered null 
through wcakncfs ; while thofe of his mi- 
nifters were aliiioft always corrupt and omni- 
potent. 

But this feeblenefs, this vacillation in the 
government of Louis XVf. was not the only 
defeds. The greateft evil was the mal-ad- 
miniftration of his finances. The treafury 
was e^fhaufted by the moft fliameful and rujn- 
ous charges. We read with indignation, thofe 
which are regiftered in the well-known livre 

rouge. 
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rouge. It is there we may fee, that the moft 
confiderable penfions were acceded to per- 
fons who not only had not rendered any pub- 
lic fervice, but who were unworthy of favour, 
by many coofiderations. The national trea- 
fury had become like thofe fliips, which, loadw 
cd with the riches of India, every Algerinc 
confiders as his right to attack and pillage. 
To bear, but for a few years, thefe cxceflive 
depredations, they were conftrained to fatiate 
themfelves on the blood of the. people. But 
even new taxes did not fuffice* They then 
had recourfe to loans ; and thefe loans, a thou- 
fand times more dangerous than even the taxes* 
completed with their weight the national 
ruin. 

Let us refled, that in ipite of all thefe 
grievances, the nation might yet have exiflied, 
Louis XVI. with one ftroke of his pcn,.ixnghv 
have .anninilated the penfions, and other de- 
f!:ru(ftive inutilities ; he might have relieved 
the people, by w&om he was belovedn But the 

croud 
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crdud of courtiers rendered ev^en his defires 
abortive. When he faw the approaching ruin, 
he ordered an equal partition of taxes on all 
eftates ; but the parliament, who then muft have 
paid like the people, oppofed this falutary 
proceeding. It was then he fell into the net 
of the banker Necker ; he aflembled the etats 
generaux. ' With a more decifive will, he 
might have pafled without this fatal refource. 4 

But what was the fituation of poor Louis XVI. 
at that moment ! Preffed by the^ courtiers ; be- 
trayed by the parliaments ; Necker agitating 
the people ; and a concealed fedtion preparing 
the Revolution. — This faction prevailed ; and 
honeft Louis X VL was the viftim of all ! ! 

An honeft man appears to be equally ofFen- 
five to hoth parties. But the peaceful hour 
will arrive^ when the clouds of fadion will 
di6Lppeaj:-—and Truth and Liberty (the 
amiable .vifion of the philofbphic politician) 
will be united oa their pure fummits. 

I Wc 
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We beg leave to clofe our volume, by 
entreating, at this critical period, both parties 
to relied on the following pathetic lines. 

Fenne en tes fentimens, et fimple dans ton cceur, 
AiM£ la Verite, mais pardoi^ne a I'Erreur. 
Fuis les emportemens d'un zele atrabilaire; 
Co MoRTEL qui s'EGAREy efl un HoMM£» eft toa 

Frere ; 
Sois SAGE pour toi feul, compatissant pour lui; 
Fais TON BONHEUR enfin,par le bonheur d'autruu 

Voltaire de la Liberte. 



AND now having concluded our propofed 
labours, and declaring ourfelves lovers of 
genuine Liberty, and, therefore, enemies to 
that licentioufneis of principle, which ia 
{'c>\. IS only defpotifm under a more cruel 
ar :; ^.. : form, we fhall extradt a paflage 
i\.... f :!:j;. v., Mhich reqiiircs no other 

comment 
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*Comttient than wliat the reader will himfelf 
make. What candid mind will deny. that 
with prophetic energy this great man here 
delcribes the pmfent ftate of the French 
goyernment, and what honeft mati will not 
rejoice, if thfe perturbations of the prefent 
dcnlocracy (hall Hibiide into order, and into 
Freedom?. 

11 en eft de la LiB^fttB comme de ces 
alimens folides et fucculens ou de tes vins 
gcnereux propres a nourrir et fortifier les 
temperamens robuftes qiti en ont riiabitude, 
mais*qui accablent, ruinent et enivrent les. 
fdibles et delicats qui n'y font point faits. 
LesPeuplcs une fois accoutumes a des maitres 
he font plus en etat de Ten paffer. SUls 
tentent de focouer le joug ' ib s'eloignent 
d'autant plus de la libcrte que prenant pour 
elle une licence effrenee qui lui eft oppofee, 
Icurs Revolutions les livrent prefque tou- 
jours a des Seducteurs qui ne font qu' 
aggraver leurs chaines. Le peuple Remain 

Gg . lui 
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lui memc, ce modele de tousles peuplcs libres 
ne fut point en etat de fe gpuverner en fbr- 
tant de Topprefliori des Tarquins. Avili par 
Tefclavage et les travaux i^ominieux qu'ils 
nii avoicnt impofes, ce n'ctoit d'abord qn 
une ftupide populace qu'il fallut menagcr et 
gouverncr avgc la plus grande.iageffe afin 
que s'accoutumant peu ^ peu a refpirer 
Fair falutaire de la Uberte, ces aiiies pncryecs 
ou plutot abruties fous la tyrannic acqmflcnt 
par degres cette.feverite de moeurs,.et cettc 
fierte de courage, qui en fircnt enfin le plus 
relpedlable de tous les pcuples* ♦ 

. it is with LiBERTK as with thofe folid. and 
fiicculent aliments, or thofe generous wines, 
proper to nourifh Bj\d fortify robuft conftitu- 
tions which ar^ vffed to them; but which 
overpower, ruin and intoxicate the feeble 
and delicate, which are not made to ilip- 
port them. The people oi^ce accuftomed to 
mafters, are incapable of pafling without 
them. If they try to (l^ake off the yoke, 
3 they 
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they remove themfelves the farther froj^ 
liberty, becaufe miftaking for it an uiir 
governable Jit^nttoufiiefs which is its con- 
trary, their Revolutions give them Jip 
almoft always to S&imqeib^ who only augr 
ment their chains. The Roman people 
thcxrifelves, that model of aU free nati<»s, 
were not in a ftate of goveraaing themfelves, 
when they firft rulhpd from, the oppreffion of 
fhe Tarqnins. Debafed by,flave:fy and its 
ignominious labburs, tl?ey were at .firft but 
a ftu^id {jopylace, which ijt'was ndcdOTary to 
manage and goyeriii with tl^e gregteil pru- 
dente, that accuftoming; themfelves little by 
little to draw the falutary air of liberty, 
thofe enervated fouls, pr rathej- brutalifed 
under tyranny, ac<juired by degrees that 
feverity of maraiers, and that hardinefs of 
courage Ayhich at length made Aemthe moft 

refpedable of people*. 

* "^ '^" " -^ ' - '' * \ 

^ From RovssEAu's I)e<)Ication of his Eflayon the Origin of the 
Inequality of Men to the Republic of Geneva. 
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^^Mb 



^^SP ' 3* ^^ ^4* ^^^ fdnaWrn read Fanaticifmi 

II, * 89 Hepuiiicafif Republic. 

ii» I4» canwty * ^ can 

29t 15* calwmniatingy . calumniating* 

74, 17, «;rr/^ l®^j- 

78, 7, dele A* 

80, 8,. rlihnJy rihand. 

^ - 88, 10^ particular^ his particular 

•97, 10, . /^, ^ <tf^. 

112, _ . 21, • fkgiumj tuhgiunu 

J^Sf'v 16, dele ^*r and put a colon ^et 

ingratitude. 

' 150» S,dele^»rf, 

Igi, io» and the - and with. 

I55f iS, SentimantaliJis'^Sentimintdip 



. ^*^» The ramdity with which this Work has , 
through the Prels, has occafioned, ao doubt, many othei* 
blunders. The uncouth mixture of I and WE has alfo 
arifoi from the fame caufe, and the writers claim the ia* 
#ulgeacc (rf* the candid. 
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